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“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 7th November 2006 

Repeat:  Sunday 12th November 2006 

 

Producer:  Ian Muir-Cochrane 

Reporter:  Paul Adams 

Editor:   David Ross 

 

ACTUALITY  

 

ADAMS: Early this morning, Israel withdrew its forces from 

the northern Gaza Strip, after a week of heavy fighting.  It said it was attacking Palestinian 

terrorists and rocket launchers. Back in the summer, for over a month, Israel did the same 

thing, on a much bigger scale, in Lebanon. But as the dust settles from the Lebanon war, 

why do so many Israelis think they lost? 

 

BEN-SIMON:  This war, instead of giving more security, gave 

more insecurity.  This war, instead of giving more confidence, gave less confidence.  And 

this war made the Israelis more vulnerable. 

 

ADAMS: As Israel experiences a wave of post-war 

pessimism, what are the implications for its neighbours? 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY OF HELICOPTER 
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ADAMS: We’ve come to an Israeli military outpost, right on 

the border, high up overlooking a broad swathe of southern Lebanon. We’re very close to 

the spot where the two Israeli soldiers were kidnapped.  The incident that triggered the 

summer’s conflict. In front of us, a couple of miles away is the village of Ait as-Shab, and 

off to the north east, high on a ridge, further away is the major population centre of Binti 

Jbeil. Both of these places were the scene of heavy fighting during the summer. As I 

speak, up in the sky a UN helicopter, all in white, is making its way along the border – a 

very visible sign of the increased international presence in this part of the world. 

  

HAZOOT:  Six weeks ago, you can see over here, this white 

place was a Hezbollah position.  Fifty metres and they’re not here any more. 

 

ADAMS: Lieutenant Colonel Guy Hazoot, of the Galilee 

Division of the Israeli army, is showing me the lie of the land. Clearly some things have 

changed since Hezbollah and the Israelis eyeballed each other across the fence. And the 

presence of thousands of well-equipped UN soldiers is not the only difference. 

 

HAZOOT: Over here it’s 500 metres from here.  This is 

Lebanese military forces.  One goal of this war was that Lebanon will take statehood 

responsibility on this area.  The second one is that Hezbollah will not be anymore on the 

Israeli/Lebanese border and they are not here anymore.  And this third thing, that after the 

kidnap, we have today better position to negotiate with Hezbollah to bring back the boys 

Hezbollah kidnapped on the 12th July, because we have prisoners of war that we can 

change with those soldiers and we didn’t have them before the war. 

 

ACTUALITY OF PATROL 

 

ADAMS: We’re taken on a patrol of the nearby fence. The 

border snakes around steep, wooded hills. The fence is being repaired at points where it 

was damaged, either by Hezbollah mortar fire or by Israeli tanks. Beyond it, there are 

mines scattered through a narrow strip of no-man’s land, and then another fence before 

you reach Lebanese territory. It all seems very quiet, which Lieutenant Oren Levetta says 

is deceptive. 
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OREN:  This is why it's so, it’s actually so scary, because on 

the one hand, it's very quiet, it could be very quiet for two or three years and then you have 

two kidnapped soldiers like we do have now. 

 

ADAMS: What about the kind of activity that you can see on 

the other side?  Who are you seeing on the other side now? 

 

OREN:  First of all, you can see a lot of UN soldiers, that’s a 

sight for sore eyes around this area.  And you see Lebanese soldiers, which is also very 

good to see after such a long period of time that we’ve only seen Hezbollah. But you can 

definitely see Hezbollah flags or Hezbollah people around the border. Maybe they’re not 

wearing their uniform or whatever, but they’re still there definitely and they’re still 

collecting information about us and they’re still here definitely, you can still see them 

around here.   

 

ADAMS: Do you get the impression then that already, even in 

the few weeks since this last fighting, they’re getting ready for the next round? 

 

OREN: This is a new situation for both sides and we’re both 

checking to see how the other side reacts to certain things that we do, and they do the same 

for us, so it’s kind of a complex situation and it’s still pretty tense.  Everybody wants to be 

ready for another round if there is. 

 

ACTUALITY OF SIREN 

 

ADAMS: For a large number of Israelis, this was the sound of 

the war. Every day, for more than a month, the sirens wailed, as volley after volley of 

Hezbollah rockets flew across the border. An average of one hundred and fifty a day, 

rising, on the last day of the conflict, to two hundred and fifty. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH ROCKETS 
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ROSENFELD: There are several types of rockets here.  We have 

the 122mm rocket.  This is a rocket which can, in fact, carry 6.3 kilos of explosives at the 

head of it.  It’s approx 2.5 metres long. 

 

ADAMS: In the back yard of a police station, Inspector 

Mickey Rosenfeld shows me the empty steel tubes and jagged fragments of rockets 

recovered from across the north.  

This one here on the back of this trailer, this is an enormous rocket.  The section here is a 

few metres long, the diameter well over a foot.  What have we got here? 

 

ROSENFELD: This is the largest rocket that landed in the north of 

Israel.  This is, in fact, as far as we’re familiar, exists both from Syrian armies as well as 

Iranian armies.  The other rockets which we saw before were in fact from China and from 

Russia.  Obviously a 90 kilo warhead is a different aspect and something completely 

different to a 6 kilo warhead, and I would summarise and say that this is more or less a 

missile rather than a rocket. 

 

ACTUALITY OF STREET MUSIC 

 

ADAMS: The busy seaside town of Nahariya lies less than ten 

miles from the Lebanese border. Seven hundred and sixty rockets fell here during the war - 

that's more than twenty a day. This place of fifty six thousand people turned into a ghost 

town. Nahariya had experienced katyushas before, but nothing on this scale.  Some even 

fell on Haifa, the country's third largest city. Now clearly the suffering across the border in 

Lebanon was infinitely worse, but not since the founding of the state of Israel in 1948 had 

people in the north experienced anything like this.  

 

ACTUALITY IN HOUSE 

 

ADAMS: So this is your house? 

 

DAHAN: Yes, this is my house. 

 

ADAMS: Well, I guess we’re in what was the front room here.  

It’s open to the elements. 
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DAHAN: Yes, there was a table here.  Because of the war … 

 

ADAMS: This is Nesher, a suburb of Haifa. One floor of 

Limor Dahan's modest house reduced to rubble by the rocket which landed here on  

July 23rd. From the gaping hole in her front room, she can look out at the hills that mark 

the Lebanese border.  

 

DAHAN: This was the kitchen. 

 

ADAMS: So there was a wall here? 

 

DAHAN: Yes. 

 

ADAMS: All over the walls, the door jambs, the ceiling are 

these tiny little marks, the marks left by the thousands and thousands of tiny steel balls that 

were packed into the rocket. 

 

DAHAN: Helpless. 

 

ADAMS: You really felt helpless? 

 

DAHAN: Yes. 

 

ADAMS: Israel is a strong country. 

 

DAHAN: Okay.  This is my house and Israel is a very strong 

country, but look at it. 

 

ADAMS: Do you think that this war was worth the price?  

Have they explained it properly? 

 

DAHAN: They explained it in their way. 

 

ADAMS: Not in your way? 
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DAHAN: Not in my way. 

 

ACTUALITY OF ROCKET LANDING 

 

ADAMS: In Haifa itself, a camcorder caught the sound of a 

rocket landing. This was early August. The target was, again, civilian. A block of flats. 

We’ve come back to the scene of the blast, in the company of Shlomi Biton, who was here 

that day. Workmen are still busy making repairs. 

 

ACTUALITY OF WALK UP TO BUILDING 

 

BITON [VIA INTERPRETER]: We came here quickly and we wanted to see if there 

were a lot of people injured.  A lot were frightened and we tried to help as much as we 

could. 

 

ADAMS: Shlomi says that during the fighting, everyone 

supported the government. The polls at the time were emphatic – over 90% of Israelis 

approved of the military’s response to what they saw as an unprovoked act of aggression 

by Hezbollah. But, says Shlomi, when the fighting stopped, something changed. 

 

BITON [VIA INTERPRETER]: During the war we wanted to achieve things and 

achieve goals, but we saw that we didn’t achieve the goals and the war was long and 

people were angry.  I don't think we achieved a lot at all. We didn't achieve anything 

because the kidnapped soldiers are not back, so for me this war was a failure. 

  

ADAMS: Who is to blame for this failure? 

 

BITON [VIA INTERPRETER]: I blame the political echelon, they are the ones that 

know what is going on. They are the ones that direct it. And we, the citizens, we blame 

them for the failures. 

 

ADAMS: And what of Israel’s soldiers? What’s their take on a 

campaign that lasted a little under five weeks and cost the lives of one hundred and 

nineteen of their colleagues? A war that began with an ambush. 
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ACTUALITY OF DRIVING 

 

HAZOOT: Well actually we’re now on the road, the same road 

that Hezbollah attacked and ambushed.  The ambush, it took four or five months to 

prepare.  I can compare it to an operation that the SAS can do.  Let’s go out and we will 

understand it better.   

 

ADAMS: And this is where it started. The sixth Middle East 

war. Triggered by a small, swift operation, here on a lonely stretch of Israel's northern 

border. 

 

HAZOOT: They did the ambush by the book.  From this 

position you can see the road, where we are standing now, and they just showed RPG the 

soldiers that were inside, two of them, the kidnapped, injured, and they came from the 

fence.  As you can see the fence is very close.  Took them on their back, put them on the 

vehicle, not more than two minutes and the operation was finished. 

 

ACTUALITY OF ARTILLERY 

 

ADAMS: Within hours of the attack, Israel hit back – with 

overwhelming force. The very next day, air raids targeted Beirut airport, far to the north. 

Israel's Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, vowed to get the kidnapped soldiers back and to 

smash Hezbollah once and for all. 

 

ACTUALITY OF RESERVISTS GETTING READY 

 

ADAMS: And when Israel goes to war, it relies heavily on its 

reservists. As ground operations were launched across the border, a specialist demolition 

unit of paratroops gathered to await orders. One soldier recorded their preparations. They 

had no idea what to expect, but the men seemed confident and the mood was cheerful. 

What they didn’t realise was that, for Israel, this was to prove one of the worst episodes of 

the war.  

 

ACTUALITY ON FIRING RANGE 
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ADAMS: Before crossing the border, the unit paid a brief visit to the firing range. 

The reservists had had little or no recent training. One of them, Boaz Porat, had only just 

returned from studying at Costa Rica's University of Peace. As the unit made its way into 

Lebanon, his misgivings grew. 

 

PORAT: Three thousand troops going inside Lebanon and we 

were the last ones in the line.  It’s a lot of chaos, you don’t know who is passing, you don’t 

know who is next to you, behind you, in front of you.  A lot of troops.  And the head of the 

regiment decided that, because it’s the first flight and we don’t want them to work during 

the day, that let us put them in this house.  It was a house, it was inside a valley, it was 

basically a kill zone. 

 

ADAMS: Did you know that at the time? 

 

PORAT: Everybody knew it at the time.  Knew that this was 

a kill zone and it’s very very jeopardised to be inside.  And then we went inside the house. 

 

SALTON: The problem was that in the one house, by the drill 

we had to put only twenty men, not more.  One thing. 

 

ADAMS: Dudi Salton was in the same unit and had the same 

reservations. 

 

SALTON: But because everything was in such a hurry and 

such a rush, they put three things. 

 

ADAMS: So how many men were there in this house? 

 

SALTON: Something like a hundred men.  A hundred and ten. 

 

PORAT: As Dudi said, we were packed like sardines inside 

the house, and as I was sleeping, the first floor was hit by a rocket.  I woke up, big 

explosion, a lot of dust, everybody’s shouting, ‘Let’s get out of the house.’ 
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SALTON: The problem was that nobody told orders, what to 

do.  You know, we were waiting to go outside of the house, to stay and nobody knew what 

to do.  Everybody was frozen, you know.  Then the second rocket, a very big boom.  Then 

nobody was waiting for nothing, they just went outside and then I understood that people 

were injured and dead. 

 

ADAMS: The house had been hit by two Hezbollah anti-tank 

missiles. Nine reservists were killed in the attack, and thirty one injured. And the unit’s 

difficulties didn’t stop there. 

 

PORAT: After two or three hours there are people who died 

actually, because the helicopters didn’t come, the evacuation didn’t come.  They told us, 

‘Okay, don’t worry, tanks are going to come and take the injured people.’  What happened 

eventually was a different regiment came and took all the severe wounded and ran to Israel 

with no security, nothing. 

 

ADAMS: When you say they ran, do you mean they literally 

carried stretchers by hand? 

 

PORAT: Yes, by hand.  There’s 4.5 kilometres, not straight, 

it’s up and down and it’s a very hard terrain, especially when you’re being fired at.  So that 

was very poorly executed.  A person died on the stretcher, about fifty metres in front of the 

Israeli border. 

 

ADAMS: Intelligence sources, quoted in Israeli newspapers, 

say that a warning of just such an attack was delivered to the Northern Command of the 

Israeli Defence Forces, the IDF, but that it reached the reserve unit too late. The IDF has 

told us the incident is still being investigated. But for Boaz and Dudi, it highlighted the 

army's inadequacies. 

 

PORAT: Things in war are chaotic, that’s for sure, but the 

army wasn’t prepared.  I didn’t have any practice.  Six years since I was released from the 

army, I didn’t go to any kind of drill, because they didn’t call me.  They have to work on 

the training of the soldiers, and there’s not a lot of equipment, so if you won’t improve on 

these basic elements, this is a recipe for another disaster. 
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ADAMS: And for an army used to winning its wars, this 

summer's conflict in Lebanon has left the sour taste of defeat in the mouths of these two 

reservists. 

 

PORAT: If one of the political aims of the campaign was to 

bring back the kidnapped soldiers, that didn’t happen.  Disarm Hezbollah: didn’t happen.  

So what did we accomplish?  We didn’t accomplish anything.  And in the mind and souls 

of the Arab world, the big tiger Israel was defeated. 

 

ADAMS: And this, as the war came to an end, after just over a  

month, seemed to be the prevailing mood in Israel. That the Jewish state's undoubted 

military might had somehow been found wanting. That stated goals had not been achieved. 

Before long, this mood spawned a protest.  

 

ACTUALITY ON ROAD 

 

ADAMS: Well I’m standing now at a busy traffic intersection 

in the heart of the government quarter of West Jerusalem.  The Foreign Ministry is across 

the road, the Prime Minister’s office is just down the hill here and the Supreme Court is 

just around the corner as well.  Some angry reservists have chosen this spot to mount a 

protest.  In fact, they’ve been here for a couple of months.  They’ve set up tents, there’s an 

army tent here, I can see some of the reservists sitting inside having a cup of coffee.  There 

are posters everywhere, demanding that the government take responsibility for what the 

reservists see as the failure of the war.  And across the road there’s an army truck, an old 

army truck with the flag of Israel flying from the roof, and three life-sized dummies 

representing the Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, the Defence Minister, Amir Peretz, and the 

Chief of Staff of the Military, Dan Halutz. And the message on the side of the truck reads: 

‘There should be a public inquiry’. 

 

SEGEV: It’s a reminder to all government employees and to 

all ... members who walked free … and to the civilians. 

 

ADAMS: For the past two and a half months, one of the 

protest leaders has been Yakir Segev, another reservist. He commanded an infantry 

platoon during the war.  
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SEGEV: Their indecisiveness, I mean, they sent us to war in 

order to free our soldiers and push Hezbollah out of the border, and the war was ill-

managed and was over way before we could achieve any of these goals.  The strongest 

feeling that we have is not that mistakes were being done, is that we don’t have confidence 

and trust in the army and political leaders of Israel. 

 

ADAMS: So let me get this straight.  This is not about specific 

mistakes.  We’ve spoken to some soldiers, we’ve heard about problems with equipment 

and bad decisions.  This is not what you’re talking about here.  You’re talking about 

something bigger? 

 

SEGEV: Yes, something bigger and deeper.  It’s a very deep 

feeling that you can trust no one.  You only go to war if you are certain you are doing the 

right thing.  Once the public lost its trust in his leadership, well then the leadership should 

go. 

 

ADAMS: Whether it’s soldiers who fought in Lebanon or 

civilians in the north, the sense of failure and mistrust seems all-pervasive. But these are 

not simply sentiments shared by those with firsthand experience of this war. Moshe Arens 

is a veteran member of the right wing Likud party, and a three time former Defence 

Minister. His view of the war's outcome is stark. 

 

ARENS: Israel did not win this war.  To put it mildly, if 

you’ll ask, bottom line, who came out ahead, it certainly looks like Hezbollah came out 

ahead. 

 

ADAMS: And so Israel, in your view, emerges out of this 

whole episode weaker? 

 

ARENS: Well it isn’t weaker in the strict sense of the 

definition, in that the army isn’t any weaker than it was before and it’s a very strong army 

and it’s a good army.  I think that its deterring image has been damaged.  I think that 

people in the world around us, in the Middle East, who maybe before this second Lebanese 

War – and that’s what we’re calling it in Israel – thought that there was no point in 

tangling with Israel, that the Israeli army was just too strong, might now feel encouraged,  
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ARENS cont: if the Hezbollah, you know, could stand up to them, 

then maybe we can do things that we had not considered were do-able before. 

 

ADAMS: Two and a half months after the war ended, and the 

questions - and recriminations - haven't stopped. Hardly a day goes by without further 

allegations of military incompetence and political bungling being aired in Israel's 

notoriously unruly press. At the IDF’s headquarters in Tel Aviv, I asked Major General 

Ido Nechustan, to assess the war’s outcome.  

Did you win this war? 

 

NECHUSTAN: I’d be humble enough to say that we see very clearly 

our achievements, and we are now in the process of relearning how we did things in the 

army.  We have a lot to learn, absolutely, but one did and should observe the very 

significant achievements that we had in this war. 

 

ADAMS: So did you win? 

 

NECHUSTAN: The main achievements would be first of all moving 

Hezbollah out of the border.  We’ve seen Lebanese flags alongside the border.  I think that 

we moved the international community to take more responsibility and push the Lebanese 

government towards responsibility on its state.  And further, I think that on a tactical level 

as well, the Hezbollah has suffered a significant blow, not always shown, but it is there, 

absolutely there, and you see it and you know it. 

 

ADAMS: I’m still wondering if that amounts to winning or 

not. 

 

NECHUSTAN: Well, this is a different type of war, and it’s not for 

nothing that you don’t get straight answers there.  And now, three months after, so far the 

Hezbollah is in very low profile now, it’s suffered a significant blow in terms of casualties, 

and in Israeli eyes it’s a pluralist country.  Everyone has his own opinion.  We know that 

we did something that we need to learn from, but we know that we did some good things 

as well. 
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ADAMS: The learning process is still going on. Calls for a 

full-scale public enquiry have been resisted, but in mid-September, Ehud Olmert’s 

government appointed a committee, under the chairmanship of a retired judge, to look at 

all aspects of the war. The IDF itself has launched a slew of internal enquiries - at least ten 

to date. One of them, led by reserve general, Ya'acov Amidror, is looking into intelligence 

failures. He thinks the campaign achieved much, but says it didn’t go far enough. 

 

AMIDROR: In some areas we did marvellously.  The fact that 

we almost cut all the capabilities of Hezbollah to launch the long range missiles, and if 

they succeeded to launch one of them that was only for five minutes, and five minutes later 

these launchers were killed by our air force or other means is a great achievement.  The 

fact that we did not crush Hezbollah and Hezbollah is still an organisation with all its 

capability in South Lebanon and in Lebanon is a failure.  I think if we made a mistake was 

the decision not to go into Lebanon with the ground forces earlier and to do it in a very 

bold way. 

 

ADAMS: There’s also been a lot of attention given to the fact 

that many of the soldiers felt confused about what they were doing, orders and counter-

orders, all of this … 

 

AMIDROR: The hesitation to make the decision to go with the 

ground forces with all their capabilities, to go ahead, to put the timetable to clear the area, 

to clear all the Hezbollah and to finish the war in a situation in which Israel controlling the 

south part of Lebanon, when you don’t make such a decision, frustration is the end result 

of such a situation.  The feeling down the line is that we could do it, why didn’t you let us 

fulfil our mission?  The problem here was that the goal was not clear and the mission was 

not defined. 

 

ADAMS: To those who found Israel’s actions in Lebanon 

disproportionate to the initial provocation, the accusation of a lack of boldness may sound 

strange. But when it came to sending large numbers of troops deep into Lebanon, Israel 

did hesitate. The push, when it came, was too late to make a difference.  Did this, perhaps, 

indicate a degree of political indecisiveness? In the wake of Israel’s elections back in the 

spring, there was much discussion about the fact that neither the Prime Minister,  
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ADAMS cont: Ehud Olmert, nor the Defence Minister,  

Amir Peretz, had any military experience. Was this a weakness? Avi Dichter, Israel’s 

Minister for Public Security, thinks it was.  From someone who served in the inner cabinet 

during the war, it’s a surprising admission. 

 

DICHTER: In the state of Israel, when you have a Prime 

Minister and a minister that both have no experience in the military issues, I think it's a 

problem, which means that both of them have to count on the IDF or other ministers that 

have former experience in that field.  And I think it contains some kind of problems.   

 

ADAMS: And do you think those problems were perhaps 

rather obvious or were brought up by the war in Lebanon? 

 

DICHTER: You need two hands in order to clap, and here I 

think that’s the main issue to be analysed.  How did it work between the IDF and the 

highest level in Israel, the Minister of Defence and the Prime Minister that dealt with how 

and when and where to continue the war against Hezbollah?  This matching is probably 

the most important issue to analyse in all committees that were appointed. 

 

ACTUALITY IN RABIN SQUARE 

 

ADAMS: Well we’re here at a very particular moment in 

Israel’s national calendar, a moment that’s been associated for the last eleven years with 

the name of one man, Yitzhak Rabin.  It was here on this busy Tel Aviv street corner 

eleven years ago, at the end of a very large peace rally, that he was shot dead by a lone, 

right wing Jewish gunman.  At the spot where he fell, there is a memorial made up of 

basalt blocks and beside it a plaque which reads, quite simply, ‘Here on this spot on 

Saturday November 4th 1995, Israel’s Prime Minister and Minister of Defence,  

Yitzhak Rabin, was murdered.  Peace shall be his legacy.’ 

Close by, a small group of veteran activists from Mr Rabin’s Labour Party gathers to 

mourn his passing and discuss the war.  

 

ACTUALITY OF DANNY BEN-SIMON MAKING SPEECH 
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ADAMS: And making his appearance at this sad spot is 

Danny Ben-Simon, a writer for Ha’aretz, the country’s best known liberal newspaper. 

Rabin’s absence, he says, has become a metaphor for a lack of leadership.  

 

BEN-SIMON: Israelis feel for the first time in years that the current 

leaders are a total failure.  You have to understand that this Prime Minister comes after 

Ariel Sharon, which was like God.  You could not criticise him as a politician, he was a 

statesman, he was the last of the Mohicans, the last bullet in the Zionist cannon.  It remains 

Shimon Peretz, but they are not the same level.  Then comes a small-time politician like 

Ehud Olmert, and there is a strong feeling that Israel is short of leaders, Israel is short of 

leadership, and this is wherever I go, people ask me who’s going to come, who’s going to 

take over?  We have nobody left.  You have to understand that Israelis go for the people 

with experience, they go with a father figure, and you can see in the papers sometimes 

some ironic ads saying, ‘If you have the right qualities and right character, we need a 

Prime Minister, a Defence Minister …’ we need all the ministers.  So in a way there’s a 

lack of someone who would talk to the Israelis and say, ‘Come after me,’ a kind of Moses. 

 

ADAMS: A little over seven months since Israelis last went to 

the polls and there are plenty of people who believe that another election might be just 

around the corner. In the meantime, the government – and the military – face a more 

immediate challenge: Gaza. 

 

ACTUALITY OF ARMOUR 

 

ADAMS: Israeli armour and troops have again been active in 

the northern part of the Gaza Strip.  Once more, for the government, it’s a problem of 

rockets – even though the home-made Kassams fired into southern Israel by Palestinian 

militants hardly compare to Hezbollah’s arsenal. And there’s another parallel – like 

Hezbollah, the Palestinians hold an Israeli prisoner: Corporal Gilad Shalit, captured in a 

cross-border raid in June. But even though the prisoner crisis in Gaza preceded 

Hezbollah’s actions by several weeks, has the summer’s ambiguous outcome in Lebanon 

stiffened Israel’s resolve in Gaza? University lecturer and veteran peace activist,  

Galia Golan, thinks it has. 
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GOLAN: The truth is that we continued the war in Gaza all 

summer, even as we were fighting in Lebanon. It was completely eclipsed and forgotten, 

but we were in there every day.  This had been initially in response to the incursion and the 

imprisonment of Gilad Shalit. But one does wonder if there isn’t also now the added 

element of wanting to regain the army’s glory and credibility in the eyes of the population 

and also perhaps in the eyes of Palestinians or Syrians or anybody else who might be 

getting some ideas that militancy works and that guerrilla warfare is a good idea, and so 

forth. 

 

ADAMS: You’re thinking in a way that Gaza’s going to be 

punished for the failures of Lebanon? 

 

GOLAN: I think there is a chance that Gaza will be punished. 

There is a need to restore the army’s credibility and so-called deterrence and it may well 

happen in Gaza. 

 

ADAMS: But if that’s how it seems to the army, certainly no-

one’s letting on. Major General Nechustan insists it’s simply a question of dealing with a 

burgeoning threat – which some are already describing as the “Lebanon-isation” of Gaza.  

 

NECHUSTAN: They accumulate rockets, advanced anti-tank 

missiles and they are building capabilities only for the time to use them.  Actually they 

have been using them incessantly.  Since this engagement we left every inch of Gaza Strip 

with no intention of coming back, waiting for the Palestinians to take responsibility and 

accountability for their own future, and to promote their own future for the welfare of their 

people, and they chose terrorism.  

 

ADAMS: It’s being said in some circles here that the army is 

itching to get back into Gaza. 

 

NECHUSTAN: From time to time, if necessary, pinpoint operations 

will take place.  This just to clarify.  No intention of coming back, primarily absolutely 

not, but with the necessity of pinpoint operations, yes, we’ll do whatever it takes. 
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ADAMS: Given that there is this lack of comprehensive 

achievements in the summer in the Lebanon, is there a temptation at all to prove 

yourselves in Gaza, if and when the time comes, by going in harder perhaps than you 

would have done otherwise? 

 

NECHUSTAN: The IDF has a continuous and constant mission to 

prove itself to the best operation level it can ever do, according to what is necessary to 

provide peace and security for the people of Israel.  That’s it. 

 

ADAMS: The latest Israeli incursion into Gaza ended early 

this morning, but it won’t be the last. Unlike the West Bank, large parts of which it 

reinvaded four years ago, the tiny dimensions of the Gaza Strip mean that the IDF can sit 

on the edge and launch limited operations whenever it wants. But the effect of all this is 

that one of the central policies of Prime Minister Olmert’s government is now dead in the 

water. It goes by various names – disengagement, realignment and convergence – but what 

it means is withdrawing from bits of Palestinian territory, without negotiations, and 

unilaterally drawing Israel’s future borders. Galia Golan. 

 

GOLAN: That policy is dead now, because the way in which 

the Lebanon War was perceived was that we unilaterally withdrew from Lebanon, and 

look what happened.  Hezbollah armed and they attacked us, so clearly unilateralism isn’t 

good for us.  And people also believe that we unilaterally withdrew from Gaza.  I dispute 

the term withdrawal, because we continue to control Gaza and continue to go in and do 

whatever we want there.  But it’s perceived by the public as if we withdrew unilaterally, 

and yet kassam rockets continue to be fired.  So the theory is, clearly unilateralism didn’t 

work.  I would say don’t do it unilaterally.  Everything we do, whether it’s unilateral 

getting out here or taking down that settlement or shooting here or killing there, obviously 

the violence continues and obviously we don’t have security, because until the whole thing 

is taken care of, the end of the occupation and peace with Syria as well as the other 

countries, we’re not going to have – quote – security.  It seems to me so terribly obvious. 

 

ADAMS: Speaking at Sunday night’s rally, to mark the 

anniversary of Yitzhak Rabin’s assassination, one of Israel’s most distinguished writers, 

David Grossman, who lost his own son in Lebanon in the summer, warned that Israelis had 

become indoctrinated by war. Last night, in Tel Aviv, the British Ambassador to Israel, 
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ADAMS cont: Tom Phillips, spoke of what he called “the new despair”, a 

sense that Israelis have concluded that their only choice is to remain strong. But if the public 

feels introspective at the moment, the government is getting on with business. Public security 

minister, Avi Dichter, seems confident that the IDF will do what it needs to do in Gaza. 

 

DICHTER: In the Gaza Strip, entering there will decrease 

dramatically the capabilities and the abilities of terror organisations to launch kassam 

rockets towards Israel.  They know it very well that sooner or later, if they are not going to 

stop it, we are going to do it by all means.  And when I say by all means, it includes 

penetration to that specific area in the north part of the Gaza Strip. 

 

ADAMS: What do you say to those who argue that Israel’s 

default reaction to any threat or any situation is to resort immediately and overwhelmingly 

to the use of force, that perhaps there would have been another non-military way to 

respond to what happened in July? 

 

DICHTER: If someone thinks that a state is going to sit on the 

balcony watching a terror organisation – whether it’s Hezbollah from Lebanon or Hamas 

from Gaza – attacking Israelis and Israel is going to honour their severity on the ground 

from which the terror attacks are being launched, that’s impossible.  We didn’t wage a war 

against Lebanon.  We attacked the Hezbollah troops all over Lebanon, but I’m sure that 

you understand better than me, it’s an army of terrorists belonging to the Iranian army, 

monitored, sponsored, trained, coordinated by the military guards from Iran and in Iran, 

and that’s the way we should look at Hezbollah. 

 

ADAMS: Iran – the malevolent force in the shadows, calling the shots, 

manipulating everything. This, more than ever, the way Israelis view their current difficulties. The 

fears existed before, but the Lebanon war – in which Israel saw Hezbollah as little more than an 

Iranian proxy – has simply fuelled them. The fact that Iran has not, to date, made any specific threat 

towards Israel is neither here nor there. Teheran’s apparent pursuit of a nuclear weapon and 

President Ahmadinejad’s intemperate pronouncements about Israel and the holocaust have led 

Israelis to one inescapable conclusion: that Iran is hell-bent on destroying the Jewish state.  And 

that Israel should be prepared to act first. 
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