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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND 

NOT COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF 

MISHEARING AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING 

INDIVIDUAL SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE 

ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 18th July 2006 

Repeat:  Sunday 23rd July 2006 

 

Producer:  Andy Denwood 

Reporter:  Angus Stickler 

Editor:   David Ross 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

STICKLER:    It’s a 21st Century gold rush. As the price of 

gold rockets, multinational companies are focusing their attention on the developing 

world: to Africa – to Ghana - formerly the Gold Coast. 

 

FOBIH:    Ghana is gold and gold is Ghana. Everybody 

knows that. That’s our business, that’s all. 

 

STICKLER:    But at what cost? File on 4 investigates the role 

of multinational companies and the tactics they use to protect their interests. It’s a tale 

of cyanide spills, forced evictions, villages and farms destroyed in a race for mining 

profit. A story of brutal confrontation and allegations of corporate cover-up - all 

backed by British investors. 

 

ACTUALITY  

 

STICKLER:     Can we have a look at those as well? 

 

AMPONSAH:    I won’t give you anything. 
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 STICKLER:     What is the information that you’ve got here? 

  

AMPONSAH:    It doesn’t concern you.  Are you a policeman in 

my office or what? 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 

 

ACTUALITY ON DUMASE HIGHWAY 

 

STICKLER:    The main road to the gold-belt of Ghana. This is 

the small village-cum-town of Dumase – a mix of mud huts and concrete single-

storey buildings. Children are playing in the dirt alongside the main highway. It’s 

dusty and poor, but the tarmac is in relatively good condition – it has to be. 

 

ACTUALITY OF LORRY 

 

STICKLER:    There is heavy traffic on this road – and it’s 

heading for the mines. Ghana now produces 7% of the global gold output, the 

continent’s second largest producer after South Africa. It is a proud boast – but it 

comes at a price. The environmental and social costs are dear. 

 

STEPHEN:    When I drink the water, I thought that there is 

poison in it, so I went back to the riverside and saw that the colour had become as an 

oil, many of fishes are dead. The water has been poisoned and I drink it. 

 

STICKLER:    A little less than four weeks ago the Aprepre 

river was poisoned with a massive 1,700 gallon leak of cyanide solution from a gold 

mine.  

 

ACTUALITY OF DUMASE VILLAGE CHATTER 

 

STICKLER:    The Aprepre is the water source for the people 

of Dumase. The cyanide from the mine – a product of cyanide heap leaching - a 

process which has transformed the gold mining industry over the last twenty years. 
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STICKLER cont:   Once you’ve extracted the ore, you grind it into 

rubble, pile it into heaps and pour cyanide onto it to extract gold. It’s cheap and 

effective, but risky.  Cyanide-contaminated water is pumped through pipes and stored 

in massive tailing dams - reservoirs of cyanide-contaminated waste, there’s the ever-

present threat of leaks. Nii Anatay, a village elder, took us to one of the sites affected 

by the latest spill. 

 

ACTUALITY WITH NII ANATAY 

 

STICKLER:    When people first came down here to the water 

on the 17th June, what did they find? What did they see? 

 

ANATAY:     Early in the morning they didn’t see anything, 

then it came to from six and eight before they saw the fish is dead in the water. 

 

STICKLER:     So between six and eight am? 

 

ANATAY:     Uh-huh, AM.  Those who came in the morning, 

they took the water for the household, that’s why the community get the problem, that 

is the beginning of the problem. So the later before they saw the fishes dead in the 

stream, some of them ate. 

 

STICKLER:     So people had actually drunk the water by then 

and they’d also taken some of the fish to eat? 

 

ANATAY:     Yes. 

 

STICKLER:     When were you first alerted by the mining 

company? 

 

ANATAY:     The gong was get here by 9.30 to 10.  

 

STICKLER:     So 9.30 to 10am you heard, what, a gong? 
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ANATAY:    One gong. 

 

STICKLER:    That’s the alarm that something has gone wrong 

– you hear a big gong going off – metal against metal? 

 

ANATAY:    Yes, that means something happen in the 

community. 

 

STICKLER:     And that’s when you realised there was a 

problem? 

 

ANATAY:     From that time you saw that they had polluted 

the water again.  They don’t know God and they don’t think about human beings – the 

company is not thinking about human beings.  

 

ACTUALITY OF CHILD COUGHING 

 

STICKLER:    More than forty villagers claim they suffered ill 

effects from the spill.  Cyanide is a potentially lethal poison – the symptoms: 

palpitations, dizziness, nausea, fatigue, eye irritation and skin complaints – a 

teaspoonful in the right concentration can kill. The mine - Bogoso Gold Limited - is 

owned by Golden Star, a US based multinational, with British backing.  An 

investment arm of Barclays has a $16 million dollar holding in the company.   What 

angers the villagers here is that this is the second Golden Star spill in two years. In 

October 2004, cyanide from the mine’s tailings dam flowed into the Aprepre River.  

We spoke to the President and Chief Executive of Golden Star - Peter Bradford – he 

has now based himself in Ghana to take direct hands-on control of the company. 

 

BRADFORD:     Regrettably we did have solution containing 

cyanide leak from one of our tailings impoundments in 2004.  This was as a result of 

procedures that weren’t properly followed. It’s a situation that the company regrets 

and we have worked to make sure that that type of incident does not happen again.  
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STICKLER:     Earlier this year, just a matter of weeks ago, we 

had another cyanide spill. 

 

BRADFORD:     We had a completely different set of 

circumstances. We were complying fully with all of our procedures and we had a leak 

which sprayed.  We estimate that a relatively small amount of material, to the tune of 

about twenty-five to forty 44 gallon drums of material drained down the embankment 

to a local catchment area. We have since then looked at new ways that we can control 

these types of incident. 

 

STICKLER:      If we look at the fact that you have had two 

cyanide leaks in two years, once is excusable as an accident, but twice in that period 

of time? 

 

BRADFORD:     Golden Star aspires to have no impact on the 

environment and we regret both incidents. 

 

STICKLER:     Would this be acceptable if it happened in Perth, 

would you be in the same situation now? In Perth, Australia where you are from? 

 

BRADFORD:     Golden Star does not operate to standards in 

Ghana that would be different to standards that we would adopt anywhere else. 

 

STICKLER:     Recent years have seen a multinational gold rush 

in Ghana. In the mid 1980s, the government – under pressure from the World Bank 

and in desperate need for inward investment – liberalised its mining concessions and 

let outsiders in.  This, combined with development of cyanide-heap-leaching and 

open-cast mining, turned Africa into an attractive prospect.  

 

ACTUALITY OF GRINDER 

 

STICKLER:    A massive 40 foot diameter grinding wheel 

crushes ore at a recently opened mine run by a different multinational company.  

Now, instead of sinking expensive shafts and pits deep underground to gain access to 
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STICKLER cont:   seams, you can blast holes in vast tracts of land, 

extract the ore and process it cheaply. When the price of gold rocketed to its current 

level of around $600 an ounce, for the corporate giants it was an opportunity not to be 

missed.  But, according to Dr Thomas Akabza of the Department of Geology at the 

University of Ghana, it’s been to devastating effect. 

 

AKABZA:    If you look at the deep ore underground mining 

of the past, there was very little interference with the livelihood of local communities. 

Their farming activities, fishing and gaming and all that took place on the surface of 

the land while the deep miners scooped the land beneath. So there was very little 

interaction. But with surface mining there have been a significant shift, in the sense 

that you need about six times the land surface needed for underground or deep mining 

to operate a surface mine. That means significant and considerable amount of land of 

communities particularly is taken for mining activities. The result is that a number of 

communities have had to lose their source of livelihood. The farmland, the forest, 

what have you. So it has generated conflict between local communities and the 

mining companies for a variety of issues. 

 

ACTUALITY AT MARKET 

 

STICKLER:    This is Tarkwa station market. It’s a dusty 

square edged with dirty two and three storey concrete tenements. 70% of the land 

around this area is taken up by mining concessions. Since 1990, it’s estimated that up 

to 30,000 people have been forced from their homes, evicted from farmland to make 

way for mining interests. Agnes Ackon is a 67 year-old mother of five. 

 

ACKON:    I was having a coconut farm, palm nut farm at 

the old place, but here there is no more land for me to farm. 

 

STICKLER:     Life was good in the old place? 

 

ACKON:     The life was good for me at the old place. Here, 

when we came, they didn’t give us the land to farm. 
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ACTUALITY AT NEW ATWABO 

 

STICKLER:    Agnes Ackon, along with three thousand other 

villagers, was moved here to New Atwabo, on the outskirts of Tarkwa - relocated by 

Goldfields Ghana Limited, a multinational company. At first sight it looks like a good 

deal - sturdy concrete houses, corrugated iron roofs, the envy of most Ghanaians. But 

Agnes Ackon was a farmer – she received just under $60 compensation for her crops. 

The village chief was heavily involved in striking the deal with Goldfields Ghana for 

the resettlement, and he is now the main point of contact for community relations. 

According to Agnes Ackon, the problems have got worse. She says that out of six 

boreholes drilled for her part of the village by Goldfields Ghana, four are not working 

and water from the remaining two is black and smells. The chief, she says, is failing 

in his duty to his people. 

  

ACKON:     Because we were staying here almost three 

months without water. 

 

STICKLER:     You were here for three months without water? 

 

ACKON:     Three months – since three months that there is 

no water for us. 

 

STICKLER:     So you don’t feel your chief represents you 

properly? 

 

ACKON:     He didn’t.  As I can say he has got his own good 

situation.  It’s true because he has got a job at the company. 

 

STICKLER:     He’s actually working for Goldfields Ghana? 

 

ACKON:     He has got a contract at the company. So if 

somebody is working, he is having a good situation, somebody too may not think 

about his neighbour.  He himself knows that we are in a very bad situation here. 
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STICKLER:    We met the chief – Nana Kwey Kooh Bah – and 

were taken to the main hall of his compound.  He sat flanked by his advisors. We 

asked him about the initial resettlement deal and villagers’ concerns now. 

Do you receive money for the work you do? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   Yes 

 

STICKLER:     Is it a substantial amount of money? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   It’s not substantial but it’s enough. I’m a farmer 

too. 

 

STICKLER:     You’re a farmer? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   Yes. 

  

STICKLER:     So you have a farm? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   Yes. 

 

STICKLER:    So you have a farm and also money from the 

gold mine, and yet the people in your community complain, one, that they have no 

land and two, that they have bad water. It would seem from an outsider that you have 

got quite a good deal here and they have got quite a raw deal? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   I don’t understand that question. 

 

STICKLER:     You’ve done quite well out of this – they’ve 

done very badly. 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   That was never the case. Some people who live 

in the community are better off than the chief. 
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STICKLER:     Do you think the people we’ve spoken to then 

are wrong on all counts? 

 

KWEY KOOH BAH:   Please, I’ve had enough questions – I don’t think 

I will answer any more questions from you.  

 

STICKLER:    We also asked the mining company, Goldfields 

Ghana Limited, for a response – it issued the following statement. 

 

READER IN STUDIO:  The company has acted to the highest standards 

of governance and will continue in the future to fully discharge its social obligations 

and responsibilities. Regarding the water supply. The service provided by the Ghana 

Water Company has worsened in recent months, to a point where water supply is at 

times interrupted for extended periods of time. To improve the supply of water we 

have undertaken to provide an additional eight wells over the next six months, a 

process which is underway. 

  

STICKLER:    Goldfields Ghana Ltd also maintains that 

alternative land for farming was provided and that land is still available - an offer of 

which Agnes Ackon is completely unaware.  The development of opencast mining 

has not only forced people from their land – but in some areas has led to mass 

unemployment – taking the place of ailing, less profitable, labour-intensive deep pit 

mines. For many people, mining was their only source of income – and mining is all 

they know now. 

 

ACTUALITY AT GALAMSAY HITTING ROCK 

 

STICKLER:    A traditional small scale gold miner sits in his 

lean-to, hammering at lumps of ore, dug from a seam 200 foot deep. He is one of 

thousands of so called galamsay miners who dig a living on the outskirts of the town 

of Prestea. It’s a ramshackle sprawl of makeshift shelters, protecting a vast labyrinth 

of tunnels dug by hand with picks and shovels, mined by young men dressed in T 

shirts and plastic sandals - risking life and limb on a daily basis. 
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STICKLER cont:   We’re standing in basically a bamboo shack and 

in front of us we’ve got this shaft, which is what?  Approximately three foot by three 

foot square. How far down does that go – I can see nothing but a bottomless pit.  

 

GALAMSAY:    We think we are around 200 feet.  

 

 

STICKLER:  Two hundred feet down in this shaft and this is 

all done by hand, you’re digging by hand.   

 

GALAMSAY: By hand, by hand. 

 

STICKLER: What safety precautions have you got, because 

people are going down there simply with their tools and a torch strapped to their head.  

Is that it? 

 

GALAMSAY:  OK, we can’t provide safety equipment.  In fact 

God is on our side, since we have been here, the last time we have a collapse was 

somewhere two years ago  

 

STICKLER: An entire industry is supported by Galamsay, 

from the rock-face through to refining the finished product, even to service industries 

providing food and refreshments to the workers.  It provides a livelihood for 

thousands. What is remarkable is that this whole set up is illegal – all happening on 

the Bogoso Gold Golden Star mining concession. 

  

GALAMSAY:  We have been here for almost three to four 

years now.  Almost all the youth – they are all in Prestea here – up to six to seven 

thousand workers. 

 

STICKLER:  And yet you’re still doing that illegally, under 

the threat really of being thrown off the land by Bogoso, by the military, by the 

police? 
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GALAMSAY:  Yes, at times they harass us.  You see, legally 

we are not legally, but the government is just trying to close us. 

 

GALAMSAY 2:  If the police or a soldier would drop us from 

here then there would not be peace in this country.  There more than about six 

thousand workers and nobody has work to do, no farm, no food for us but I have 

seven children, I have two wives.  

 

STICKLER:  And this is the only work you know? 

 

GALAMSAY 2:  I have no job to do – only this galamsay. 

 

GALAMSAY:  You know, a hungry man is an angry man – so 

if you want to drive me off my livelihood, I won’t give you a chance.  

 

ACTUALITY OF BIG LORRY  

 

STICKLER: The galamsay site pails into insignificance 

against the back drop of the company’s open cast pit. Just a few hundred yards from 

the town centre, it plunges 500 foot down – a massive gaping wound on the 

landscape. Monster pick-up trucks carry hundreds of tons of ore produced from the 

daily blasting.  Golden Star guards this concession jealously. It’s asked the Ghanaian 

Government to crack down on illegal mining. And this – combined with concerns 

about the environmental impact - has fuelled local resentment. A year ago five 

thousand people took to the streets.  

 

OTTU:  …. tear gas. 

 

STICKLER: Joseph Ottu told me how he went to join the 

demonstration. How a group of men approached the mine gates.  The police first fired 

tear gas and then started shooting. He fell to the ground and realised he’d been shot in 

the leg. Seven people were shot in all – including a 12 year-old boy.  Golden Star 

President and Chief Executive Peter Bradford dismisses claims made by some local 

people that the company was in control of the police.  
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BRADFORD:  There were some warning shots fired, because 

the police were, I imagine, scared for their own life.  That resulted in some injuries as 

a result of ricochets. 

 

STICKLER:  Warning shots are usually fired into the air.  

One man that we spoke to, the injury was on his thigh. It’s very difficult for a shot 

into the air to actually land on someone’s thigh? 

 

BRADFORD:  I wasn’t on the ground, so I can’t say which 

direction someone may or may not have shot. I always question the practice of 

shooting into the air, because where do the bullets go? Anything that goes up must 

come down. 

 

STICKLER: Some local people we’ve spoken to express the 

view that you are effectively, Golden Star effectively is the de facto government in 

Prestea? 

  

BRADFORD:  That would not be the case at all.  We, in that 

particular situation, had no control over the security agencies. These were government 

policemen who were monitoring a demonstration which was approved by a 

government agency. And as a result I don’t have any further comment on that. 

 

STICKLER: Violent conflict between big open-cast mining 

interests and local communities is common in Ghana.  According to local NGOs, two 

people were killed and thirteen wounded in five separate shooting incidents last year 

alone. We focus on one case and one mine. It’s said to be a story of corporate cover-

up. 

 

ACTUALITY IN SANSO 

 

STICKLER: The village of Sanso in Obuasi, western Ghana. 

Within the last decade, life here has been transformed. This used to be a typical 

subsistence farming community living off palm and cocoa bean crops. It co-existed 
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STICKLER cont: alongside a traditional deep mine operation run 

by the Ashanti Goldfields Company or AGC, then one of the biggest goldmines in 

Ghana. Awudu Mohammed was just finishing secondary school. 

 

MOHAMMED: It came to a time, AGC came and told my 

father that there is gold under our farm, so they wanted to mine the place. 

 

STICKLER: There was gold under your farm? This was the 

mining company at the time? 

 

MOHAMMED: Yes, yes, they want to mine the area.  My father 

disagreed with them.  They went and brought police, all of them holding guns, so 

everybody was scared, so we left the place because we can’t fight with a gun.  Then 

they mined the place, they told my father that they would give him compensation, 

500,000 Cedis. 

 

STICKLER: 500,000 Cedis is about $50. 

 

MOHAMMED: Yes, it is not any huge money, it is small 

money.  It couldn’t take care of us.  But we went to the company, they refused to take 

us as their workers. So, because of financial problems, only one work - it’s called 

galamsay. 

 

STICKLER: The mining companies accuse the galamsay 

miners of pillaging – stealing ore and destroying equipment. And according to the 

local community here – in league with the police and military – the Ashanti 

Goldfields Company protected its interests with brutal vigour. Benjamin Annan is the 

local politician – the local assembly member for Sanso. 

 

ANNAN: I don’t have problem for them to arrest the 

youth – but they don’t.   They even sometimes beat some of them to death. Some of 

them, they arrested them – put them in their private cells for days. 
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STICKLER:  So let me just get this straight.   What you’re 

talking about there, you’re saying some of the galamsay illegal miners, some of the 

young men have been taken, put into cells for days, and you’re talking about some 

have even died in - effectively - custody here?  

 

ANNAN:  That’s right.  They have killed five people here. 

 

STICKLER: In what timescale? 

 

ANNAN: The first one, 1994.  I’m having the record and 

there are pictures in my house now. 

 

STICKLER: Mr Annan gave us details and showed us 

photographs of the young men. In 2004, Ashanti Goldfields was taken over and 

renamed AngloGold Ashanti, a part British-owned multinational. All the deaths 

occurred prior to its formation, but it still holds the case notes on file. It told us that in 

one case, seven security guards were arrested and charged with murder. The case was 

dropped for lack of evidence. It says one man died from heart failure due to the 

excessive intake of alcohol, another from epilepsy.  The mine’s internal investigations 

at the time absolve company security staff of any responsibility.  AngloGold Ashanti, 

the new company, issued the following statement. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: These events occurred prior to the merger of 

AngloGold and Ashanti. A number of safeguards have been, or are being, 

implemented within the company at all its operations around the world in order to 

eliminate the possibility of such incidents, or to ensure that, if and when they occur, 

they are properly dealt with. 

 

STICKLER: Local Assembly member, Benjamin Annan, 

however believes the company’s tactics remain the same. In June last year he says he 

met with AngloGold Ashanti security staff. 
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ANNAN:  We went to meet some of the officials and I 

quite remember they said, if they continue to trespass on our land, we will make sure 

that we will also shoot them on sight. 

 

STICKLER:  They actually said to you they were going to 

shoot illegal miners, galamsay, on sight? 

 

ANNAN:  On sight. 

 

STICKLER:  And you would stand up in a court of law and 

say that? 

 

ANNAN:  If whatever, whatever, everywhere on this 

planet, when you invite me there I will testify.  I’m ready to do that. 

 

STICKLER: Days later, Awudu Mohammed, forced from 

his parent’s farm a decade ago, was apprehended on the AngloGold Ashanti 

concession. 

 

MOHAMMED:  The combined team of police and security, they 

are coming with their patrol cars and the dogs, they were coming. So they started 

giving warning shot and they gave another one again.  I heard that they shot my back 

– there is the place. 

 

STICKLER:  You’re now showing me… 

 

MOHAMMED:  There is where they shot. 

 

STICKLER:  And there is what looks to me … 

 

MOHAMMED:  There is a hole there passing through. 

 

STICKLER:  Like what could be a bullet wound in your 

back, just above your right buttock. 
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 MOHAMMED:  Yeah and the bullet came out here. 

  

STICKLER:  And here in your stomach. 

 

MOHAMMED:  All this flesh removed out. 

  

STICKLER:  And this is, all around your navel there is an 

area about the size of my fist, which shows the definite scars. 

 

MOHAMMED:  So the bullet came out here and all my intestine 

came out. 

 

STICKLER:  What went through your mind when this was 

happening? 

 

MOHAMMED:  What came into my mind is that it was the end 

of my life.  I will die here.  I’m going to die.  It is the end of my life because I haven’t 

seen someone’s intestine outside like this. It was out, so I decided to put it inside, but 

they still coming so I fell down and they came to me, all of them – they surrounded 

me. 

 

STICKLER:  How many people? 

 

MOHAMMED: There were about five of them and the police 

were here too.  One of them pointed a gun to my head and some of them were 

wearing boot, so they use their boot to hit my head, if you see all these marks, and 

some of them use the back of the gun to hit my head, you see? 

 

STICKLER:  You’d been shot, your intestines were out – and 

they’re still kicking you? 

 

MOHAMMED:  Yes definitely, it was the end of my life. 
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STICKLER: Mr Mohammed was taken to the company 

hospital and transferred from there to the main hospital in the city of Kumasi. He 

showed us photographs – his abdomen and head bandaged – handcuffed to his bed.  

AngloGold Ashanti contest Mr Mohammed’s account. It carried out what it calls a 

comprehensive internal investigation.  Its findings are referred to in one of its own 

reports. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: It was alleged that Awudu Mohammed, a 

galamsay suspect, was shot by AngloGold Anshanti security staff.  The company has 

maintained its original contention that Awudu Mohammed was injured by falling on 

the spikes of a security gate when he tried to avoid arrest. 

 

STICKLER: We decided to test this theory and tracked 

down the doctor who treated Mr Mohammed. Dr Edmund Turkson is a resident 

surgeon with ten years experience. He told us that Mr Mohammed arrived with a 

referral note from the AngloGold Ashanti hospital. 

 

TURKSON:  The referral note stated he was being chased by 

the guards on duty as a galamsay, and he jumped over a wall and had the spikes on 

the gates piercing the abdomen.  Initially we believed that story. When we asked him 

what happened he said he was shot. We didn’t believe him initially. But when we saw 

the wound, it’s a gunshot wound and this one looked like a high velocity bullet. 

 

STICKLER:  So can I just get this right.  Initially you’d been 

told by the people who referred him that he’d tried to jump over a fence and had 

impaled himself on some spikes. 

 

TURKSON:  Yes. 

 

STICKLER:   And he said that he’d been shot. Initially you 

did not believe him? 

 

TURKSON:  And then when we saw the back – he had a port 

of entry and a port of exit.  That is a gunshot wound. 
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STICKLER:  It was definitely a gunshot wound? 

 

TURKSON:  Yes it is – it is. 

 

STICKLER:  Could it have been caused by him falling on a 

spike? 

 

TURKSON:  No, never. 

 

STICKLER:  That was definitely, in your view, high velocity 

gunshot wound? 

 

TURKSON:  Yes, yes, absolutely. 

 

STICKLER: Have you seen many gunshot wounds? 

 

TURKSON: Yes I have.  I have seen. 

  

STICKLER:  Did AngloGold call you? 

 

TURKSON:  No they didn’t, but …. 

 

STICKLER:  Because they say they carried out a full and 

thorough investigation into what happened. They are saying that they are satisfied that 

the injuries were caused by him trying to climb over a fence. 

 

TURKSON:  It’s false. 

 

STICKLER:  It’s false? 

 

TURKSON:  Yes. 

ACTUALITY AT ANGLO GOLD  

 

MAN: Good morning. 
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STICKLER: We’re here to see Mr Amponsah.  We’re from 

the BBC. 

 

MAN: BBC. 

 

STICKLER: We asked for an interview with AngloGold 

Ashanti - Mr Y B Amponsah, the General Manager, Human Resourcesk, agreed to 

speak. He said he asked doctors at the Kumasi hospital whether Mr Mohammed had 

been shot. 

 

AMPONSAH:  When the issue occurred, I went to Kumasi and 

had a chat with the doctors.  They said they couldn’t confirm that. 

 

STICKLER:  Well we’ve spoken to Dr Turkson, the hospital 

doctor who treated Mr Mohammed.  He says that this was definitely a high velocity 

gunshot wound, probably at close range. 

 

AMPONSAH:  Erm, the day that we went there, we got the 

boss of the guy who worked there – the doctor.  What he said was that he believes that 

he has been misquoted. 

 

STICKLER:  Well no, we actually interviewed him yesterday 

and he was adamant that this was a high velocity gunshot wound, and he said, sir, that 

it could not – it definitely could not be caused by falling on spikes. 

 

AMPONSAH:  Let me come from another angle.  I mean, if the 

police have to shoot someone for good reason, for stealing from us, I wouldn’t cover 

up,  because the man would have justified his actions to me.  Then I would have 

supported the policeman. That place was a dangerous place, the guy was not supposed 

to be there.  He had no business being there.  That is not his farm, that is not his 

house.  
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STICKLER:  But with the doctor who treated him saying that 

this is undoubtedly, definitely a high velocity gun shot wound… 

 

AMPONSAH:  Where’s the bullet, where’s the bullet? 

 

STICKLER: It went through him which is why there’s an 

exit wound. 

 

AMPONSAH:  It’s not true. 

 

STICKLER:  You see, we’ve also spoken to local politicians 

at Sanso, and they say that a few days before this incident, the company told them that 

galamsay would be shot on sight. 

 

AMPONSAH:  You see, my brother, when you are dealing 

with people in society, deal with credible people. 

 

STICKLER:  Isn’t it the case that it was company policy to 

shoot people? 

 

AMPONSAH:  No no no. 

 

STICKLER:  The company told local politicians that.  

 

AMPONSAH:  It’s not true. 

  

STICKLER:  You say that’s not true. 

 

AMPONSAH:  It’s not true. 

 

STICKLER: At the end of the interview Mr Amponsah 

produced a series of photocopied photographs from a company file, which he said 

would prove that Mr Mohammed could not have been shot. This programme’s 

producer, Andy Denwood, noticed Mr Amphonsa attempting to fillet the file. 
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DENWOOD:  What about the one that’s on the floor – what 

does that one show? 

 

AMPONSAH:  That has nothing to do with our our our …  

 

DENWOOD:  It’s spikes though isn’t it? 

 

AMPONSAH:  Yeah … 

 

DENWOOD:  Can we have a look at all of them? 

 

AMPONSAH:  Yeah, I’ve given you this one, it’s ok. 

  

STICKLER:  Can we have a look at those as well? 

 

AMPONSAH:  No, you can’t have a look at those. 

 

STICKLER:  Why not? 

 

AMPONSAH:  They are different things. 

 

DENWOOD:  Well they show the spikes, don’t they? 

 

AMPONSAH:  It’s a different thing  

 

STICKLER:  What different thing? 

 

AMPONSAH:  Are you a policeman in my office or what? 

 

STICKLER:  Well no I’m just asking you – you come with a 

stack of papers stapled together. 

 

AMPONSAH:  I wanted to show you something – that is what 

I’m showing you.  
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STICKLER:  And you’ve ripped out two pages to show us 

something that you say supports your stories, but there’s three or four other sheets of 

paper there that you won’t … 

 

AMPONSAH:  I won’t give you anything. 

  

STICKLER:  What is the information that you’ve got here? 

 

AMPONSAH:  It doesn’t concern you. 

  

STICKLER:  Why – it’s to do with this case … 

  

AMPONSAH:  It has nothing to do with this case. 

 

STICKLER:  Why was it stapled together with those photos? 

  

AMPONSAH:  I don’t know – I don’t know. 

  

STICKLER:  You are saying you are a truthful man – if 

that’s the case, let us just see what’s on those photographs. 

 

AMPONSAH:  I’m a very straight person, that is why I’m 

telling you I won’t give them to you. I’m not a type who will lie – I don’t lie. 

 

STICKLER: Mr Amponsah vehemently denies that he has 

been involved in a corporate cover up.  Awudu Mohammed says he is still in 

considerable pain, is unable to afford medication, he can’t work and still has trouble 

eating, urinating and finds it difficult to walk. 

 

MOHAMMED: I have got no money, I have got no job, because 

of what happened to me, I can’t work anymore. That’s what they did to me – they 

destroyed my life.  
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STICKLER: AngloGold Ashanti is a multinational company 

bound by the laws of the land. The Minister for Lands, Forestry and Mines – the 

Honourable Professor Dominic Fobih - is ultimately responsible for the mining 

industry in Ghana.  

I’d like to draw your attention to a case that involves an illegal galamsay miner,  

Awudu Mohammed. He says he was shot by a team of company security staff and the 

police.  Anglo Gold say he fell on spikes.  Are you aware of this case? 

 

FOBIH: The investigation wasn’t that he was shot, but it 

wasn’t the case. 

 

STICKLER:  Whose investigation? Your own investigation? 

 

FOBIH:  No no, the report I got from the security report 

says it wasn’t like that.  

 

STICKLER:  You see, Awudu Mohammed says he was shot 

in the back when running away, and that the bullet exited through his abdomen. 

 

FOBIH:  He’s still living? 

 

STICKLER:  Beaten with a rifle butt and kicked in the head. 

 

FOBIH:  Sometimes these things can be wild allegations 

and they can be overblown. But on the other hand, there could be a medical report 

about him. 

 

STICKLER:  The doctor says - and he has told us - that this 

was definitely a high velocity bullet gunshot wound and that it couldn’t possibly have 

been caused by falling on spikes. 

 

FOBIH:  Well, this is news to me and it’s the first time I 

am hearing this information from you. 
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STICKLER:  Are you concerned about this case enough that 

maybe you would want to pursue it? 

 

FOBIH:  Well, yes, that is the thing … 

 

STICKLER:  So you will pursue this case? 

 

FOBIH:  Yes, I will ask for the details and pursue it and 

see.  

 

STICKLER: AngloGold Ashanti is 42% owned by the 

British based FTSE 100 listed company, Anglo American.  It makes great store of its 

award-winning corporate responsibility. We asked whether it was happy to parent a 

company prepared to take such brutal action to protect its interests. It says it is aware 

of Mr Mohammed’s case and issued the following statement. 

 

READER IN STUDIO: We are confident that AngloGold Ashanti’s 

management would willingly cooperate with any further investigation undertaken by 

the Ghanaian authorities and will take seriously any new material brought to light by 

File on 4. 

 

STICKLER: The handful of small local NGOs in Ghana 

campaigning on the issue are becoming increasingly vocal. Alleged environmental 

and human rights abuses are reaching the ears of some officials – and they are being 

taken seriously. Anna Bossman is the Acting Chairman of the Commission for 

Human Rights and Administrative Justice in Ghana. The Commission, she says, is 

currently investigating a number of alleged cases. She fears that the blurring of the 

relationship between the police, military and mining companies could cause an 

escalation of conflict. 

 

BOSSMAN:  It is very important for our resources, of course, 

to be developed, but at the same time it should not be developed to the detriment of 

the people.  We do not want to get into the kind of problems that other countries have 

found themselves in with regards to mining companies and oil companies. 
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STICKLER:  What sort of problems? 

 

BOSSMAN:  Such as what has been happening in the Delta 

region of Nigeria for example. We certainly do not want anything like that to happen 

here.  We have had these allegations, we have been hearing of certain violations. We 

mustn’t just sit down and think, ‘Oh well, you know, you can shove it under the 

table.’ No you can’t, especially when the economic situation is not as good as one 

would like it, even if it’s perceived the state’s interest is not primarily for the good of 

the people, we will have a problem. It looks like the companies are being protected by 

the security forces.  We are going to look into it and to find out really whether Ghana 

police is being misused in this way. 

 

STICKLER: Last year, two million ounces of gold were 

extracted from Ghanaian soil. This year it overtook cocoa as the biggest single foreign 

currency earner. The stakes are high.  As a developing country Ghana still needs 

inward investment – and that comes from the multinationals. But critics question 

whether the government has the power or the inclination to rein them in. We put this 

point to the Minister for Lands, Forestry and Mines, the Honourable Professor 

Dominic Fobih. 

Cyanide spills, human rights violations. Can you honestly say, hand on heart, that you 

have really got a grip on what’s happening in some of the mining areas? 

 

FOBIH:  Yes, I am sure, because we have officers all 

around to monitor this.  The mining department who does monitoring, the EPA too 

does monitoring, and so on. We have the security agencies also around and I think to 

look at these incidents and say the mining operation is all negative is just looking at it 

from a negative perspective.  

 

STICKLER: But if these regulations aren’t working on the 

ground, can you really say they’re worth the paper they’re written on? 
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FOBIH: If they are not working, then I haven’t seen that 

they are not working.  As I told you, just this year we’ve introduced a new law in the 

mining sector.  I think we are better off than many countries that are also into mining. 

 

STICKLER: What benefits really does gold mining bring to 

Ghana?  Is it a blessing or a curse? 

 

FOBIH: Ghana is gold and gold is Ghana. Everybody 

knows that. It’s a trade with us. That’s our business, that’s all. 

 

ACTUALITY IN TARKWA 

 

STICKLER: Back in Ghana’s gold belt there is little 

evidence of the $1.4 billion worth of gold produced by mining last year. Some 

academics say that 94% of the value of the gold mined by multinationals in Ghana 

goes overseas, profiting the corporate giants of the west. But gold is a finite resource 

– once it’s gone, it’s gone for good. And the multinationals are on the constant prowl 

for pastures new. 

 

ACTUALITY IN ATCHEM RAIN FOREST 

 

STICKLER: Atchem in eastern Ghana – a tiny island of 

forest reserve.  Ghana has less than 2% of its original rainforest left - extremely 

valuable diverse ecosystems, home to scores of endangered species. But there is gold 

here, albeit relatively low grade ore. And despite the evidence we’ve gathered of the 

devastating environmental impact of open-cast mining and cyanide-heap-leaching, 

these concessions are earmarked for exploitation. Actions that campaigners say would 

be unacceptable in the west and should be unacceptable here in Ghana too. 

 

SIGNATURE TUNE 
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