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AM: Lisa Nandy, Professor Edmunds there was saying there was 

some risk in those big demonstrations yesterday of Covid-19 

spreading among the demonstrators. Do you think they were right 

to go out and protest in those circumstances? 

LN: Yeah. I mean I think it’s one of the most important things 

about living in a free society is that people can go out and protest. 

I’ve said repeatedly that it must be safe. People should social 

distance, please take precautions, but I’m very proud of those 

young people who are coming out and speaking up. Now I’m 

someone who has lived with racism in my life, I’ve seen it with my 

family, I’ve seen it in our country and I think it requires you to 

take an active stance against it. You cannot be silent in the race of 

racism and police brutality and I think those young people are 

right to raise their voices and to demand change. 

 

AM: You say you’ve seen it in your life and your family. I wonder 

how you respond to a former Conservative Chancellor of the 

Exchequer no less, Sajid Javid, who wrote in the Sunday Times 

today: “That there are still parts of this society that are more 

concerned about the status quo than justice and humanity.” Do 

you agree with him? 

LN: Well look, I mean in this country you are still nine times more 

likely to be stopped and searched if you come from a black or 

minority background. 183 people have died in police custody in 

the last 30 years. When I was growing up there were riots in 

London, Manchester near where I lived, in Liverpool that were 

sparked by the fact that young black men in particular had 

enormously high unemployment rates, were shut out from many 
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of the major institutions. Look at what’s happened in the last 30 

years and tell me that enough has changed. That’s why those 

words from George Floyd really struck a chord with people in this 

country and around the world. Those words, ‘I can’t breath,’ really 

matter to people. And it’s why the silence from the Prime Minister, 

the refusal of our Foreign Secretary to comment on those matters 

has really upset people. Because you can’t be silent in the face of 

this. You have to take and active stance. You have to stand with 

people and you have to make sure that this is the moment where 

things start to get better. 

 

AM: There were a small number of people, a relatively small 

number of people who were verbally abusing the police and some 

of them were throwing bikes at the police and then that horse 

bolted and so forth. What would you say to them? 

LN: I would say to them it’s wrong. Stop it. And more than that, 

as well as it just being completely wrong to attack police officers 

who are trying to keep the peace, many of whom are deeply 

sympathetic with the  sentiment behind these protests who are 

struggling as well to deal with Covid and to help to keep public 

order in a really unprecedented situation. It also has the effect of 

dampening the voices of those who are calling for change because 

the newspapers this morning, the headlines are dominated by the 

fact that there was violence at – a small number of people using 

violence at the London protest. And actually across this country 

and across the world you’ve got people coming out in their tens of 

thousands to protest peacefully and to raise their voices for 

change and they’re the voices that I want to hear. 

 

AM: You mentioned two words just now: ‘Donald’ and ‘Trump.’ 

Your predecessor famously said of him on this show indeed: ‘He is 

an asteroid of awfulness that has fallen on this world. I think that 

he is a danger and I think that he is a racist.’ As her successor do 

you agree with that? 
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LN: Well, I think what’s happening in America is something that 

we’ve seen actually a bit in this country, what we’ve seen in 

American politics as well before and we’re seeing in other 

countries around the world.   

AM: Do you disagree though? 

LN: We’ve got US elections coming up. I actually think this is a 

deliberate election strategy. Now I have no idea whether Donald 

Trump is a racist or not a racist. What I do know is in the run up 

to the American elections this is one of the ways that politicians 

try to activate their base. They divide people in order to try to 

advance their own cause. And that’s actually one of the things that 

is so damaging about it. That’s crept into our politics in Britain in 

the last few years and we’re seeing under the cover of Covid other 

countries trying to do something similar and reigning back on 

people’s freedoms, human rights, the rule of law, democracy, and 

that’s one of the reasons why I’ve said that this government 

cannot remain silent in the face of that. Only this week the 

Foreign Secretary condemned police brutality in Hong Kong, 

rightly, and we welcomed that, but you have to be consistent 

about these things otherwise it diminishes us in the eyes of the 

world and we lose all moral authority. 

 

AM: Can I turn to the crisis of the pandemic here. We’re going to 

see more shops reopening next week and places of worship too. 

In absolutely clear terms does Labour support the unlocking now 

or not? 

LN: Well we support the easing of the lockdown restrictions but it 

has to be safe so we want the government to take a cautious 

approach. There are a number of things that they should be doing 

now that aren’t currently working properly. The test, track and 

trace system needs to improve. One of the major problems with 

test and track at the moment is that local GPs, local public health 

directors don’t currently know who is testing positive for Covid. 
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AM: So given that – I’m sorry to jump in but given that do you 

think it’s safe to unlock at this rate at the moment or not? 

LN: Well I think it’s right to be followed by the science. I think it’s 

right to do that cautiously. Of course, Andrew, we haven’t seen all 

of the science because the government won’t release it, but we do 

want to see lockdown easing. There’s a huge impact on people of 

being in lockdown. On people’s mental health, people who live 

alone, on children, but it’s got to be safe and it’s got to be 

cautious and at the moment the government has been far too 

slow about things like test, track and trace. They’re putting too 

little support in for people who are going to need to self isolate. 

We’re keen to work with the government to help them get that 

right. 

 

AM: One thing we know is going to happen is there’s going to be a 

proposed relaxing of the Sunday trading laws in order to get the 

economy moving again. Labour always used to be against relaxing 

Sunday trading laws. Will you support it this time? 

LN: No. I think this is the wrong thing to do. I’m not at all 

convinced that this will actually help to get the economy back on 

track. I think it was Anushka on your programme who was 

highlighting some comments from industry that longer trading 

hours aren’t really the issue, it’s about how you stimulate demand.   

But it’s also that we’ve just been applauding our frontline workers. 

Supermarket workers are amongst those. They’re deeply worried 

about what this will mean for them in terms of time with their 

families. This could hit our high streets very hard as well at a 

moment when they’re really struggling ‘cause of Covid-19. I just 

think this is the wrong thing to do. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about extending the transition for leaving the 

EU. The other great big foreign policy issue on the plate at the 

moment. Before you took up your present job you were very clear 

that you wanted an extension. You said the government should be 

asking for an extension. The Labour Party in Scotland is absolutely 
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clear that it supports as call for the negotiation period to be 

extended. What is the British Labour Party’s official position now? 

LN: Well when I said that there had to be an extension the talks 

were stalled and it didn’t look like there was any prospect of a 

deal. Since then the talks have got up and running and we’ve only 

got a few weeks left until the government has to ask for 

extension, but they say that they are clear that we can get a deal. 

What I would really like the government to do is to get us a good 

deal and to get us a good deal by the end of the year.  I’ve spent 

four years since the referendum saying we need to get on with 

this and provide certainty to businesses, clarity to the rest of the 

country. At the moment the business  terms they’re going to be 

trading on I really want the government to go and get us a good 

deal because the twin uncertainties of Covid and Brexit could be 

the death knell for a lot of companies around this country. So I 

want them to go out and get the good deal. That is the absolutely 

priority. 

 

ENDS  


