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AM: Sian Berry, welcome. Let’s start with the here and now if we 

could. So we’re living through this strange period of lockdown. 

You look up in the sky and there are no planes and you can hear 

the birdsong. People are commuting much less, people are 

working from home much less - much more – there are lots of 

problems of course at the moment but is this a glimpse of the 

future world that you’d quite like to see? 

SB: We’ve got these multiple crises. I think you’ve pointed out well 

that we’ve seen in recent months how much things can change, 

but let’s not forget that we’ve lost so much during this crisis as 

well. Almost every day I think about the 112 – 113 nearly, 

thousand people that we’ve lost that we should have. But the 

relevance of building a green recovery is absolutely huge at the 

moment, and people see it, people are with us. The Climate 

Assembly that the government held, eight out of ten of their 

members said that the recovery out of the coronavirus crisis must 

be one that takes us to net zero carbon. This is something that we 

can do that helps everybody. It builds resilience for the next crisis, 

which is climate change, and gets us out of this one. This is huge 

stuff and I think the Greens are so much on the pulse of what 

people are thinking at the moment.  

 

AM: Well, let me ask you about a specific issue. Do you think the 

government is right to fund the airline industry, which is at the 

current state on its knees? Should the government be spending 

public money to help them? 

SB: I think we all need to be thinking about how little we need to 

fly in the future. I mean, one thing that the Climate Assembly that 

I mentioned proposed was a – 
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AM: Not quite what I asked.  

SB: - a frequent flier levy. 

AM: I was asking specifically do you think the government should 

be subsidising the airline industry when it’s going through a hard 

period or not? 

SB: Well, we’ve been arguing for a long time that the airline 

industry needs to have its subsidies removed. I mean, we need to 

be transitioning people’s jobs, so the important thing for me is 

that we make sure that we’re supporting people, that we’re 

investing in people to change their careers, investing in new 

industries that we need to give them new jobs, and that is a Gren 

recovery. That is investment in things all across the country to 

give people different ways of getting around, warm up their 

homes, create resilient local economies – that’s the Green 

recovery we need to build. And it doesn’t involve baling out 

companies, it does involve investing in people, giving them other 

options for the future.  

 

AM: You say investing in people, but if the airline industry really 

went belly up that’s hundreds of thousands of relatively high paid 

jobs up and down the UK. That’s a huge number of people who 

will lose their jobs in the short term. What plans would you have 

to actually get them quickly into new jobs? 

SB: We’ve been arguing for, throughout the crisis, for a basic 

income for absolutely everybody, and for Green investment. And 

we were talking about 100 billion pounds a year of new 

investment in a Green new deal during the general election 

campaign a year ago. If we’d put 100 billion pounds by now into 

new jobs, new opportunities for people, then we wouldn’t be 

having these kinds of questions put to us. But it needs to be got 

on with as quickly as possible and I want to talk to people who 

represent people who work in the airline industry, I know a lot of 

people have already moved jobs, they’re already on furlough, 

they’re working on their next steps, and we need to be listening, 

talking to people and making it a big mission of the country to 
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transform our economy in all the ways that we need to for 

resilience and to get us out of this crisis. The last time we had –  

AM: I’m sorry to jump in, but if these people lose their jobs now or 

over the next two months, a Green recovery might take years to 

happen. They’ll have a long period where they are unemployed as 

a result of the lack of subsidy. Surely the government is right to 

subsidise them in the short term? 

SB: I think in the very short term, you know, why not? But we 

must remember the government’s programme is probably going to 

be one of continued austerity, and in the last financial crisis, in the 

last crunch that we had the government tightened the purse 

strings and the country never recovered. We were not ready for 

this next shock that hit us. What the Greens are talking about is 

long term sustainability, an economy that is resilient to all kinds of 

shocks so that we’re not struggling around baling out individual 

industries, we actually have a plan. 

 

AM: In this economy, obviously people are going to have to move 

around the country and for a lot of people railways remain a 

relatively environmentally friendly way of doing that. But your co-

leader Jonathan Bartley has described HS2 as an act of ‘eco-side’. 

There are nine protesters now underground at Euston, people are 

risking their lives, as they’re risking their lives, trying to get them 

out again. Is that the kind of action that you support as leader of 

the Green Party? 

SB: I’m incredibly worried about the safety of those protesters, 

and they absolutely have a right to protest and it’s important that 

people are kept safe when they do that as well. Now, on HS2 

more widely, we are against this project. And that does confuse a 

lot of people, because we’re not against railways, we want to see 

more railways. But this project has got out of hand. The excessive 

speed, the fact that it can only go in more or less straight lines, 

the fact that it’s bypassing city centres, all of that is leading to 

these problems of attacking the ancient woodlands, of going 

through these very, very sensitive landscapes, that people are 
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putting their lives on the line, that people are going out and living 

in trees for months on end to try and protect. Because these are 

irreplaceable habitats, and they didn’t need to be in the firing line 

of this project.  

 

AM: Sian Berry, it’s been very good to talk to you. You’ve got a 

very busy year ahead. Thanks so much for coming in. 

(ends) 

 


