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NEW HOSPITAL PROJECT RECEIVES FINAL 

APPROVAL 
 

 
The dream of new, modern hospital facilities for the residents of Tameside and 

Glossop will now definitely become a reality following approval from the Department 

of Health and Ministers giving the go ahead to the hospital redevelopment project.  

The Trust has signed the contract with the developers and work on the new build 

should now commence on site later this month. 

 

The contract with Consort Healthcare, the Hospital’s long term partner, will see the 

provision of the new facilities under a private finance initiative (PFI) valued at over 

£88 million. These works are part of the overall £112.4 million Health Investment in 

Tameside (HIT) project which has already seen commencement of enabling 

schemes valued at £18 million.  

 

The hospital redevelopment scheme will be the biggest cash investment and the 

most extensive site improvement Tameside General Hospital has seen for decades.  

It will result in new acute and mental health facilities, with a construction programme 

running from now until its completion in 2011. 

 

Kevin Corscadden, Trust Chair said “This wonderful development could not have 

happened without the strong support the hospital received from all four of our local 

MPs.  In addition, Tameside and Glossop PCT showed exceptional support and 

vision when they were one of the first in the country to acknowledge that modern, 

dignity enhancing facilities would cost more than old fashioned 19th century 

Nightingale wards, and agreed to a quality premium payment.  I’m delighted that the 



patience of Tameside and Glossop residents has today been rewarded; their long 

awaited hospital redevelopment is finally becoming a reality”. 

 

This final approval follows a design and planning process which commenced in 2005 

following the appointment of Consort Healthcare as the preferred bidder for the PFI 

project, but the assessment and approval process has been ongoing for a while 

longer.  

 

Christine Green, Chief Executive said “This is excellent news.  The new hospital 

facilities will see the realisation of the vision for healthcare that hospital clinicians and 

our partner organisations set out at the very start of our bid to achieve this major 

investment.  I am absolutely delighted that this final approval means that we can now 

focus on delivering this vision for the people of Tameside and Glossop”. 

 

The enabling schemes which are currently under construction provide new 

Pathology Laboratories, a new Education and Training Centre and improved car 

parking facilities which, once complete, will allow the centre of the hospital site to be 

cleared to make way for the PFI development. 

 

The new PFI development consists of two new buildings, an acute hospital 

development and a new facility for older people with mental health problems.  

 

The acute development will provide 

 

• new surgical wards which will replace the Nightingale wards in Stamford 

Building 

• a new dedicated children’s unit which will bring together all children’s services 

into one building 

• a centralised outpatient department which will bring all of the outpatient clinics 

currently spread across the site alongside the existing outpatient clinics in 

Hartshead Building 

• an integrated X-ray department which will replace those currently in Stamford 

and Darnton Buildings with a new facility located adjacent to the Hartshead 

Building X-Ray department 



• a new and expanded Daycase and Endoscopy Unit (relocated from the old 

Stamford Building) increasing the number of dedicated daycase theatres from 

one to three 

• new inpatient theatres, replacing those currently in the Stamford Building 

• a state of the art Pharmacy which will be integrated in to the main 

outpatients/day case area 

• a link corridor from the Ladysmith Unit to the main hospital building 

 

Tony Woodyer, Medical Director said “This is an exciting opportunity for clinical 

services to be delivered in modern, 21st century accommodation which will both 

enhance the experience for patients and create a state of the art environment for the 

staff working here.  

 

The quality of the new accommodation will be a significant improvement over the 

facilities they replace; there will be more single bedrooms with ensuite facilities and 

in multi bedded areas the maximum will be four beds, offering more privacy and 

dignity to our patients. 

 

A new link bridge will connect the Ladysmith Building to the new building and the 

existing Hartshead Unit, removing the need for patients to be transferred between 

these buildings by internal ambulance, and making for quicker and easier access to 

diagnostic facilities. 

 

Pennine Care NHS Trust are also part of the project and will see a new mental 

health facility for older people delivered, this will replace accommodation which is 

spread across two sites, some of which was built in Victorian times. The new facility 

will provide 48 inpatient beds, all in single bedded ensuite accommodation together 

with a new 30 place day unit which replaces the current facility provided at Hyde 

Hospital. John Archer, Chief Executive of Pennine Care NHS Trust, said “This new 

building will be purpose-designed and will provide excellent facilities for our patients, 

and greatly improve their privacy and dignity. We are sure that both our patients and 

carers will benefit from the enhanced environment that this project will deliver”. 

 

There will also be a new hospital entrance which, together with a new access road 

and improved car parking, will make visiting Tameside Hospital a much improved 



experience for patients, visitors and staff. Added benefits also include opportunities 

for local business and suppliers to become involved with the construction project 

which clearly offers new jobs, contributing to the overall regeneration of Tameside 

and Glossop. 

 

Mike Farrar, chief executive of NHS North West, said, "This is excellent news for the 

people of Tameside and Glossop and is the result of the combined efforts of many 

people, but I would particularly like to thank local people and MPs who have given 

this project their support, both here and in Westminster."  

 
 
 
Editor Notes 

Consort Healthcare are responsible for raising the finance, building the new development and also 

maintaining it. 

 

For more information about the hospital please contact Gillian Parker, Project Director, at Tameside 

General Hospital 0161-922 4033 or gillian.parker@tgh.nhs.uk to arrange meetings, or Stephen 

Gardner, Director of Planning and Performance on 0161 331 6004. 
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