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AM: I spoke to him just before we came on air and I put it to him 

that the EU has hardened its negotiating position at the last 

minute and that is not fair dealing. 

AH: I don’t think it’s a question of hardening the position, I think 

the position’s exactly the same as it was four years ago. We’re 

getting to the end of negotiations, they’re obviously the toughest 

issues ahead of us, we always knew that that would be the case. 

And the European position is still the same, which means level 

playing field, a deal on fisheries and strong governance. Now, 

some elements might have evolved due to the situation – for 

instance there has been the subject of state aid in the context of 

covid, which is eminently reasonable. But I think now more than 

ever on the European side we’re convinced that a strong 

governance mechanism is necessary to ensure that a deal is 

respected in the future. 

 

AM: Well, let’s look at fishing, the other thing that you mentioned 

there. Britain is regaining her independence as a coastal state, and 

that includes independence over and authority over her own 

coastal waters. So when the EU says we want full access for 

another ten years, to many people in Britain that looks like taking 

the Mickey, frankly. 

AH: Yes, absolutely Britain is regaining its full sovereignty over its 

fishing waters, and the European Union is regaining its full 

sovereignty of who has access and on what conditions to its 

market. Now, it so happens that, yes, European fishermen fish a 

lot in British waters, yes most fish fished by British fishermen are 

sold in the common market. Now, there has to be a deal between 

those two facts, and they have to be looked at very bluntly, but 
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those are the facts of the situation here. Since the beginning of 

the negotiation it’s been very clear that a deal should be struck 

between those two realities. 

 

AM: What I don’t understand is if we’re heading towards no deal, 

which we may well be, then French fishermen will have absolutely 

no access to British coastal waters, so how does that benefit 

them? 

AH: I think this deal that we’re negotiating is much bigger than a 

single issue. This is the framing of the relationship between the 

UK and the EU for years, decades to come. And so we have to be 

absolutely convinced on both sides of the Channel that it is the 

right framing for this relationship. And if it is not, we shouldn’t 

sign it. Now, there President Macron, President Von De Leyen, 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson agreed, this deal has eventually to 

fulfil the needs and the requirements of each member state of the 

EU and of Great Britain.  But if Britain leaves and then has to 

follow EU regulations in any direction forever afterwards, that is  

not real freedom is it? That is not authority, that is not 

independence.  

AH: Britain has its full independence to make its decision. It has its 

full independence to sign a deal or to not sign a deal. It has 

negotiated this deal for three years. That is what sovereignty looks 

like, it’s the ability to negotiate and to make an informed decision. 

 

AM: If Mr Barnier negotiating for the EU does compromise over 

the next couple of days will France veto the whole agreement? 

AH: I find this question of veto quite puzzling. Since the beginning 

of this procedure, this procedure follows a procedure which is in 

the treaties and the functioning of the European Union and which 

requires every single member state of the EU to agree to the final 

deal. Every single member of the EU is liable to veto this deal, or 

is liable to accept it, just as, incidentally, the British Prime Minister 

is absolutely liable to veto the deal as well. It’s very clear that in 

the end it has to be the 28 leaders, so the 27 plus the British 
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Prime Minister, who agree that this deal is the right deal for it to 

actually take effect. 

 

AM: I’m just coming back to the same question really, I suppose, 

because you’ve all moved behind Michel Barnier as the negotiator, 

and my question is if you don’t like what he has negotiated, 

France does veto? 

AH: I think that the Minister for European Affairs has been very 

clear that this deal, once it is finalised by Michel Barnier, will be 

examined by every capital in the European Union and every capital 

in the European Union is likely to make its own decision on 

whether it wants to veto or not, and it has the right to veto. 

 

AM: That sounds to me like oui. Is it possible that the Europeans 

have made a miscalculation, they thought that the economic 

consequences for Britain of no deal are so horrendous that 

inevitably at the last moment Boris Johnson will buckle, and that is 

now seeming like a bit miscalculation? 

AH: I don’t think it’s a miscalculation. I think that the European 

leaders and the European Commission is looking at this from a 

very clear angle, which is this deal the framing of a long term 

relationship which has profound ramifications for the single market 

in the future. It has to be a good deal. It is not worth signing a 

deal which has negative consequences in the long term for the 

single market. We’ve been very clear on the European side about 

this since the very beginning of the negotiation. Nothing has 

changed.  

 

AM: Perhaps the country we should be talking about this morning 

is not France, is not Britain, but is Ireland, because they are going 

to get caught up in the crossfire of no deal. No fault of their own, 

they may blame the British for Brexit but they may in the future 

also blame France if they are left out of this.  

AH: This deal is about the future, and we believe in Europe that 

the future is a strong common market and is a strong European 
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Union. We cannot have a deal which undermines that. It’s just as 

simple as that.  

 

AM: Mr Holroyd, thanks very much indeed for joining us this 

morning. 

(ends) 

 

 

 

 


