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AM: June Raine is the Chief Executive of the Medicines and 

Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency, the MHRA, and that is the 

body which asks whether it’s okay for medicines, including this 

vaccine, to be safely released. I spoke to her earlier this morning 

and I started by asking what she says to people who are 

suspicious that she signed this off quite so quickly. 

JR: We have relied on the expert advice of the Commission on 

Human Medicines on this point. And I’m pleased to say that there 

are no special precautions or advice if you’ve already had covid. 

You can be completely confident about having the vaccine.  

 

AM: And some people, I know, are worried about if they’ve 

already had covid, they’ve got long covid and wonder whether the 

vaccine could make their symptoms worse. 

JR: No special advice there either. I think people can be really 

sure that this has been looked at in a large number of people, 

43,000, and looked at incredibly carefully. Of course we want to 

follow up more in the long term. We have good data up to  one 

month after the second dose, but we’ll be following up safety for 

at least two years. So please be confident that as soon as we have 

more data we will be sharing it.  

 

AM: And what about this vaccine combined with taking other 

medicines? 

JR: Again, very few people are not able to take the vaccine. The 

full information for your healthcare professional is on our website. 

You’ll see that there’s a special piece of advice to anyone on a 

blood thinner or an anticoagulant. But that simply means you can 
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have the vaccine if the benefits outweigh the risks. It’s all been 

looked at extremely carefully.  

 

AM: One other group I know people are concerned about is 

pregnant women. What about the vaccine with pregnant women? 

JR: Well, like the majority of new medicines and vaccines covid19 

vaccine hasn’t been fully tested yet on pregnant woman, and 

there were only a small number in the clinica trials. So our advice 

at the moment is that it’s not recommended in pregnancy. If you 

do fall pregnant after the first dose, please wait till baby arrives 

before you have the second one. And of course we will be 

following up all cases of pregnancy in woman who’ve had the 

vaccine.  

 

AM: Now, inevitably you’re rolling this vaccine out among so many  

people that by the law of averages some people will be sick or 

even die after they’ve had the vaccine. Just by the law of 

averages. How closely are you monitoring the rollout to ensure 

that the vaccine remains safe for everybody? 

JR: We’re following up all the safety issues after rollout incredibly 

carefully. Our job doesn’t end when rollout starts. And we’ve got a 

very advanced and proactive way of doing this. The yellow card 

scheme is there for everyone to use if you suspect there’s an 

association, and importantly we use data from our clinical practise 

research datalink to be sure that what’s happening, what we’re 

seeing on yellow card, is no more than would be expected. If it is, 

we’ll be working to look at any signal very thoroughly, including 

with Public Health England and with research groups in academia 

such as the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. It’s 

continuous, it’s real time and we’ll be sharing any new information 

that comes to light. But my overall message is that the safety 

profile of the covid19 vaccine is really no different from any other 

vaccine. You might have a mild symptom, it’ll probably disappear 

in a day or two and nothing at all of a serious nature. So you can 

be confident there. 
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AM: And in your view, therefore, it’s as safe as, for instance, the 

MMR vaccine or BCG? 

JR: It’s as safe as any general vaccine, the kind you might have if 

you’re going on holiday or of course the flu jab. And I might just 

add, if you’re still due to have your flu jab, please do have it 

before you have the covid vaccine, not at the same time.  

 

AM: Another big group of people of course are those in care home 

and their families. They’re waiting to have this vaccine as soon as 

possible. But before the Pfizer vaccine can be given to them it has 

to be broken up under special conditions into smaller batches and 

sent out, and that in itself requires MHRA approval. So the 

question is when are you going to approve that to happen? 

JR: We have approved how the vaccine can be put into the 

smaller packs. But obviously what we’re doing is giving advice and 

guidance on how well and carefully that is done. Our goal is to 

ensure that the vaccine reaches people in care homes, the 

residents there, as safely as possible. So everyone is working hard 

with our colleagues in the NHS to make sure that happens safely. 

 

AM: The biggest question perhaps of all, when are people going to 

get this vaccine? 

JR: Obviously we’re working very hard to make sure that this is 

done as quickly as possible. It’s a special vaccine, it does need to 

be kept very cold, and then when the larger packs are split into 

smaller ones to go to where they’ll be given, that does need to be 

done very carefully. But I think we’ll be seeing the first person in a 

matter of days having that really important vaccine.  

 

AM: And up to now we’ve been talking of course about the Pfizer 

vaccine. But there are at least two others that you’re looking at. I 

know that you have seen a lot of the data for the Pfizer vaccine 

relatively earlier in the process. Is the same true of the 
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AstraZeneca vaccine, and when might you think you’ll come to a 

conclusion on that? 

JR: Absolutely, we’re working continuously, round the clock, as  

new data packages come in on the AZ vaccine, the Oxford 

vaccine, and we’re looking forward to getting more data on 

Modern very soon. So I can’t give time frames, I would love to be 

able to do that, because the intensive process is ongoing. But I 

think we feel in the same way that if we managed to deliver the 

Pfizer vaccine in the shortest possible time we’ll be able to do the 

same again.  

 

AM: Now, this morning we’re also waiting to see what the result of 

the Brexit talks are going to be, and there’s a lot of speculation in 

the papers about the effect of Brexit on the rollout of these 

vaccine. It’s a very, very complicated business inoculating the 

entire population, or a large chunk of it, do you think that the 

Brexit situation is going to make things more difficult in any way? 

JR: What I’d like to say is that our goal at the Medicines and 

Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency is to make sure that 

whatever the outcome, whatever the deal, that medicines and 

medical devices and vaccines reach anyone in all parts of the 

country in the same way without any interruption at all. And we’ve 

rehearsed, we’re ready and we know that whatever the deal we 

will be able to ensure that people have access. 

 

AM: And would you be concerned about no deal? 

JR: As I say, we’ve practiced, we are ready, we are fully prepared 

for any possible outcome and our goal is very clear: to make sure 

that medicines and medical devices and vaccines get to those who 

need them, patients and the healthcare system, without any 

interruption whatever. 

 

AM: Dr Raine, you have spent your life promoting and defending 

vaccines and we now read in the papers that a very high 

proportion of British people say they might not have this vaccine. 
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How important is the public health message now going forward to 

ensure that as many people as possible actually take it? 

JR: It’s vitally important. And I would really like to emphasise that 

the highest standards of scrutiny, of safety and of effectiveness 

and quality have been met, international standards. And so there 

should be real confidence in the rigour of our approval. More than 

that, our Commission on Human Medicines has scrutinised every 

piece of data too. So there should be no doubt whatever that this 

is a very safe and highly effective vaccine. It will help us turn the 

corner. There’s really not one of us who hasn’t been affected by 

this pandemic, and our organisation, like ever other, has been 

completely focused on doing our job to be able to help defeat this 

terrible disease. 

 

AM: You are clearly a very calm and focused scientific operator, 

but none the less, the weight of responsibility on your shoulders 

must have been absolutely immense. We now read that the Queen 

is going to take the vaccine and tell us afterwards when she’s 

taken it. How have you coped for the last few weeks, because 

you’ve now become a global figure, not something you probably 

expected later in your career? 

JR: I’m proud, I’m honoured. I think that news that you’ve just 

given us is humbling and it’s everything that we’re here to do at 

the MHRA. We’re a public health organisation, we work as full 

partners, if I can say, in the public health family, and our goal is 

totally to protect every member of the population, Her Majesty of 

course as well. 

 

AM: Dr June Raine, it has been a great privilege to have you on 

the show this morning. Thanks so much. 

JR: Thank you so much. 

(ends) 

 


