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AM: Rachel Reeves is the Shadow Cabinet Office Minister and 

speaks for the Labour Party on Brexit. Rachel Reeves, welcome. 

You’ve said: “The British people were promised a deal and with 

time running out we urge both sides to get on with reaching an 

agreement.” That sounds like you favour a deal at any cost. 

RR: We want a deal, the British people want a deal. That is what 

they were promised less than a year ago in the General Election. 

The government sources overnight are saying, it’s the last throw 

of the dice. I just say to the Prime Minister, this is not a game of 

Snakes and Ladders, this is about people’s jobs, about people’s 

livelihoods. The government have got to deliver on the promises 

that they have made and we will hold them to it.  

 

AM: To get the deal that you want the government clearly have to 

move on fishing. But the fishing industry have said for instance; 

‘that anything given away now will never be regained.’ So would 

Labour support giving away positions on fishing and indeed on the 

level playing field, to get a deal? 

RR: The differences are clearly not insignificant but I don’t think 

they’re insurmountable either. On fishing, we do of course want to 

have access to the fish in our waters, but we also want to be able 

to sell the fish to the European Union. If you look at cod and 

herring for example more than 80% of what is caught in British 

waters is then exported to European Union countries. So it’s 

essential for our fishing industry that we can catch that fish but 

also sell them into our markets. And on the level playing field, it 

now looks that a sticking point in these negotiations is that the 

British government want to be able to water down rules on 

workers’ rights and environmental standards. That would not be 
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Labour’s priorities. I don’t think it’s the priorities of the British 

people either, so I think there is a deal there to be done, and if it 

is that the government can’t sign a deal because they want to 

water down workers’ rights and environmental standards, that is 

absolutely wrong and that’s not what the British people want. 

 

AM: So the government have said that they won’t do that. If your 

real message to Boris Johnson at this final hour, fold? 

RR: My message to Boris Johnson is that you made a promise to 

the British people to get Brexit done. You said you have an oven 

ready deal. Well get on and deliver it. Because we need as a 

country to move on. To recover from this pandemic. We don’t 

want these painful negotiations to be going on into next year as 

well. We want this finished because we want to move on as a 

country. 

 

AM: If he brings a deal back will Labour back it in the House of 

Commons? 

RR: Well let’s see. At the moment the priority is to get a deal, but 

we’ll have to look,  of course, at the content of a deal, but also 

any legislation that comes upon it. We’re not going to give them a 

blank cheque, but I think I have been very clear, both today and 

on previous programmes with you, Andrew, that  the most 

important thing is that the government gets a deal. We want that 

deal to be delivered. We will look at any legislation that comes to 

parliament. 

 

AM: I just want to press you a little bit further, because you  have 

said, no deal is the absolute worst thing and therefore it follows 

that you would back a deal in the House of Commons. We know 

pretty much what a deal will look like so you can’t really say well 

wait and see the detail because we know what the deal would 

look like. And I ask you again, in all honesty, for people watching 

this programme who just want to know, will Labour back Boris 

Johnson’s deal? 
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RR: Well I think that we’ve been very clear that we want the 

government to get a deal and I reiterate that now.  That is the 

most important thing. But we can’t say how we’re going to vote in 

a hypothetical situation without seeing the legislation. 

AM: Well it’s hardly hypothetical, I mean it’s coming very soon. 

RR: Well we hope it’s coming very soon, Andrew, we don’t know 

that and actually the most important thing today is to put pressure 

on the government to get a deal done. We will look at the content 

of any legislation and make our minds up based on that. You 

know the Prime Minister it seems doesn’t even read his 

Withdrawal Agreement and Northern Ireland Protocol. That’s not 

the Labour way. Keir Starmer and myself will make sure that we 

understand the implications of any legislation before voting on it. 

 

AM: There’s a basic logic here though, Rachel Reeves, which is 

you’ve said a deal no deal will be worst possible outcome and 

therefore a deal has to happen. And if a deal has to happen to 

avoid no deal, why would you not back it in the House of 

Commons? Surely it’s logic. 

RR: Look, we want the government to get a deal but we would 

need to see the contents of any deal or any legislation before we 

sign on the dotted line. But I think I’ve given a clear indication 

that we want a deal, we want the government to get a deal 

because we think that is in our national interests and Labour will 

always vote and act in the national interest. But we’re not going to 

give a blank cheque to the government. 

 

AM: Talking about national interests, Gordon Brown, former 

Leader of the Labour Party has said that no deal would put Britain 

at economic war with Europe. Do you agree with him? 

RR: I think that no deal would be a disaster in so many ways for 

our country. It would mean 40% tariffs on lamb exports. It would 

mean 10% tariffs on car exports.  You know there are farmers 

who would go to the wall and you’ve got George Eustice of the 

programme later this morning. You know he seems relaxed about 
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no deal. The farmers I talk to, the people in our automotive sector 

I talk to they’re not relaxed about no deal. It would be disastrous 

and have catastrophic consequences for our economy. And that is 

what the Office for Budget Responsibility say as well. They said 

there would be a further 2% hit to our GDP. A one percentage 

point increase in unemployment. One and a half percent extra on 

inflation. 

 

AM: All of that may be true, but you are in a sense trapped 

because you hate the idea of no deal but this is what your Leader 

has said about this deal. He said; ‘his deal is a very, very bad deal. 

This is going to shatter our economic model, move it to an 

American style economy, deregulate it. That will be terrible for 

working people.’ And you may well find yourselves in the position 

of voting for a deal that will be terrible for working people and 

have  economically disastrous consequences.  

RR: The choice that we face now as a country is that there are 

two paths.  To either trade from the 1st of January with a deal or 

without one.  And one of those, no deal, I do think is 

catastrophically bad for our economy. We’re not in a position now 

– 

AM: So you have to vote for the deal. So  you have to vote for the 

deal. 

RR: We’re not in a position now, Andrew to extend the path like 

we were in the last parliament, to ask the government to go back 

and get a better deal. So look, we will look at the content and I’m 

not going to say how we’re going to vote on something before 

even seeing it. That would be wrong and you would call me out 

for it.  But we want the government to get a deal. 

 

AM: I still think you’re going to have to vote for it. 

RR: I hope that we are in a position where we have a choice. We 

hope we’re in a position where the government bring back a deal, 

but they need to then make sure that we are ready for whatever 

situation we face in just 25 days time. It feels like at the moment 
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we’ve got like some terrible advent calendar where every day we 

open the door and there’s some other problems with the 

negotiations.   We want to be in a situation where we have a deal 

to vote on in the House of Commons but we also need to make 

sure that the government have got the customs agents, the 

technology, the lorry parks that they say is essential to keep the 

traffic flowing through our ports. All of those things are necessary 

whether there’s  a deal or not. 

 

AM: We’ll both know very, very soon.  

 

Ends  


