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AM: As the founder of Live Aid Bob Geldof’s become synonymous 

with campaigning for those in need around  the world. Who’s 

instrumental in the UK first agreeing to dedicate 0.7% of GDP to 

aid abroad. We’re still one of the very few countries to ever reach 

that figure and he’s advised both Labour and Conservative 

governments on poverty. As a potential Tory rebellion looms on 

the government’s plan to reduce aid to 0.5%, I put to him that a 

temporary cut to foreign aid spending during the throes of a 

pandemic does  make sense. 

BG: It doesn’t  make any sense. It doesn’t make any sense 

economically, financially, politically, diplomatically, of course 

morally or in the humanitarian consequences of it. And I’m very  

much afraid that something that we’re told is temporary will 

become permanent. And that will be vastly damaging for Britain’s 

soft power, for its reputation, particularly at a weekend where we 

invited the world’s most powerful leaders and the world’s biggest 

economies to come here and talk about such matters with us. It 

seems remarkably maladroit  and inept.  

 

AM: Well  let’s look at one specific example if we could. The 

government has given schools 3.1 billion pounds out of 15 billion.  

It’s own advisor said was now necessary to recover from the 

pandemic and the cost of the 0.2% is 4 billion. So why should that 

money be sent abroad when we desperately need it to help 

children recover their education here? 

BG: Well none of the money that would come from that, which is 

far too little for British education will be sent abroad, of course, 

and charity must begin at home, Andrew, that’s a given, but  we 

spend somewhere in the region of 600 billion correctly around 

health, education and welfare. What we’re talking about is in total 
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4 billion. So our GDP is roughly around 2.2 trillion. That’s 220,000 

billion. 220,000 billion this our fifth richest country in the world 

generates. This isn’t about left or right, this isn’t about 

Labour/Tory. This a continuum of political intent. So what Labour 

started the Tories achieved and they not only achieved it but they 

put it into their promise, into their election manifesto of 2019. 

They promised the electorate that they would maintain this. 

 

AM: So what are the real world consequences of this cut? 

BG: Not a single Uighur refugee has been vaccinated against 

Covid and yet in this part of the world it’s where  the variants are 

spreading, whether it’s the new Nepalese variant or the Indian 

variant not a single person. And yet we promised millions to have 

achieve that. That’s gone. Aids, polio, malnutrition. We’ve cut that 

by 80% and left and right in parliament there’s a coalition to stop 

them cutting, beating up the poor. We don’t do that, we just don’t 

take the piece of bread from that child’s mouth in the Yemen. We 

don’t do it. We don’t snatch the one textbook it’s ever had in its 

life from its only tin shack school. We don’t fire the teachers and 

the nurses from the tin shack hospital. And this is not in our 

interests to do that. We don’t do that.  It’s political misfiring.  You 

know it neuters our diplomacy, it emasculates us. Morally it just 

isn’t defensible. I mean if you look at the papers today from 

across the board Tories from all strikes within the party say let’s 

forget this, this isn’t us, you know. I mean Tory voters are 

essentially prudent but they’re not cruel. This is cruel. 

 

AM: So your message to Boris Johnson is, if he’s watching this, 

change your mind?  

BG: Yeah, I don’t think he’s committed to it and you know there’s 

an expansiveness there that could be called upon in this mind and 

yes, I am saying you know Prime Minister what’s this about? You 

are going to meet your peers at the weekend. This is one we lead 

on already, seriously lead on. We led the charge, we committed  
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to it. The entire country to their MPs promised it. Go in there with 

our head held high. 

 

Am: Bob Geldof, thank you. 

 

Ends  


