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AM: Your former Leader, Tony Blair, is very much in favour of 

vaccine passports. Your current Leader says it’s against the 

instincts of the British people. What is your own personal view? 

LN: I’m quite sceptical about domestic vaccine passports. I think 

the global case for vaccine passports is clear because other 

countries are already doing it, but at a domestic level we’re still, 

for many of the reasons that you highlighted, discriminatory 

practice, how they would actually practically be enforced, I think 

there are potentially real problems. Where I totally agree with 

Tony Blair is that we’ve just got to get the economy opened up 

again and get things moving again, but the quickest and best way 

to do that is to get the vaccine rolled out to people across this 

country. Many people, particularly young people still haven’t had 

it. We’ve got huge problems in parts of the country, including  

here in the North West where Blackburn, Berry have been asking 

the government for additional doses, for additional support that 

hasn’t been forthcoming. We’ve got to fix these problems, get the 

vaccine rolled out, that’s the quickest way that we can start 

opening things up. 

 

AM: I guess at the heart of that is whether people who’ve been 

doubled vaccinated should be treated in any way differently from 

anybody else. Now France has said that double vaccinated British 

people are welcome to come there on holiday quite shortly and 

they won’t need to face quarantining. Do you think they should be 

facing quarantining as they come back again? 

LN: Well I think we’ve got a real, real problem with the travel 

system that the government has put in place. We’ve currently got 

countries on the amber list which the government is basically 
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urging people not to go to, but allowing people to go to with very 

lax quarantine requirements when they come back.   

AM: So you want tougher ones? 

LN: Yes, we think the amber list should be scraped. We think it’s 

pointless, we think it’s confusing and that confusion is actually 

dangerous at the moment. It risks unravelling all of the progress 

that we’ve made. 

 

AM: Do be clear, do  you think that people who’ve gone on holiday 

or go on holiday to France and then come back should be 

quarantined?  

LN: Look, I think that we should have robust quarantine measures 

in place for people coming back into the  country. That’s 

absolutely right.  But I also think that we need to be much clearer 

with people. That the moment travelling overseas, particularly 

when you’ve got countries like Thailand and Vietnam on the 

amber list where new variants are emerging and being imported 

into the UK is the wrong thing to do and the government ought to 

be absolutely clear about that. 

 

AM: Let’s turn to the subject which almost  everybody watching is 

obsessed by which is are we going to end the restrictions on the 

21st of June or not. If we stand back we know that infections went 

up by three-quarters in the last week for which there’s figures 

available and they’re running very high now compared to even to 

March. What is your view – looking at all the data – should we be 

looking at unlocking then or not?  

LN: Well we don’t have  access to as much data as the 

government, but based on what we do know it’s looking very 

difficult at the moment. We’ve got Blackburn, Berry, Bolton in the 

North West, Wigan, where I live that are seeing rising infection 

rates, particularly amongst young people which are driving a lot of 

the transmission. We’ve got areas that have run out of vaccine, 

we’ve got frontline health officials being ignored again by the 

government when they’ve requested help.  If we’re going to  
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unlock on the 21st, and I’d love us to be able to do it – like 

everybody else I’m absolutely desperate to get back to normal – 

we’ve got to get the vaccine rolled out much more quickly. And 

that means the government has to got to start listening  to people 

on the front line. 

 

AM: I guess people sitting in parts of Yorkshire and Hampshire 

and Wales and Scotland will be asking, should the country have to 

wait until Wigan is alright and Bolton is alright before we unlock? 

We’re all desperate to get back. 

 

LN: But look, we’ve been here before and we had rising infection 

rates in some parts of the country. We had local  lockdowns that 

just simply didn’t work and then we saw rising infection rates 

across every nation and region of the  United Kingdom. We can’t 

afford to be there again. 

 

AM: So do you think it should be an England only and then a 

Britain only approach? In other words everybody moves together. 

LN: Yes, I absolutely do. I don’t think that  local lockdowns work 

but I think more importantly we have to listen to people on the 

frontline about what is happening in their local areas. Bolton were 

saying weeks ago, let us vaccinate everybody over the age of 18. 

Blackburn has made a similar request. Berry have asked for a 

package of help. None of this has been forthcoming from the 

government. How can it be that 14 months after we first started 

to wake up to the reality of this virus the government is still not 

listening to people who are telling them that they need support 

right now?  

 

AM: So Public Health England shows that – has got data showing 

that the virus is running quite fast through schools at the moment 

and we’ve been told that the Pfizer vaccine is safe for children. Do 

you think children should now be vaccinated? 



4 
LISA NANDY, MP, SHADOW FOREIGN SECRETARY, 6TH JUNE, 2021  

LN: Yes. I think the regulator was absolutely clear that for 12 year 

olds and over the Pfizer vaccine is safe and it’s becoming apparent 

that the rise in transmission rates is being driven amongst  young 

people. Not just school age children but secondary school aged 

children as well, so I think that it is right to follow the public 

health officials, particularly those in areas that are saying this is 

what they want to do. I think the government ought to be 

listening to people on the front line. You know this week we’ve got  

the most important G7 summit in a generation being hosted by 

the UK. The Prime Minister is rightly saying he wants to get the 

world vaccinated. We’ve got to do our bit here in Britain to break 

the transmission cycle. We’ve got one of the highest death tolls in 

the world because of the  failure to get a grip on the virus and we 

can’t continue to make these same mistakes. 

 

AM: So this is a really important as it were a new policy. The 

Labour Party agrees with the public health officials and indeed 

with the teaching unions that children should be vaccinated to 

help preserve their education and  to help the rest of us. 

LN: I think you have to listen to what people are saying on the 

frontline.  If public health directors in areas are saying look, we’ve 

got to open up the vaccine to 18 plus as they did a few weeks ago 

we ought to listen and respond to that. If they’re saying we’ve got 

a problem in our secondary schools and we need to open up the 

vaccine – not to make it mandatory but to open it up the chance 

for young people to be vaccinated then we ought to listen and 

respond to those public health officials as well. If we’d taken that 

approach at the beginning we would be in a far better place now. 

 

AM: So there’s a drive by some people to have children vaccinated 

by the end of August, beginning of September, beginning of the 

new school year but there’s clearly also a kind of big ethical moral 

choice again which is should you vaccinate all the people in Britain 

including children first, or should you send those vaccines as they 

arrive to the Third World as will be urged at the G7?  
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LN: Look, we’ve ordered 400 million doses of the vaccine in the UK 

so there are going to be surplus vaccines that we can make 

available and I listened to Tony Blair, I think he was right to say 

for example frontline health workers, it make sense to make sure 

that they’re vaccinated in other countries. But this isn’t a zero sum 

game. We’ve got the virus out of control in some parts of our own 

country and we have a responsibility not just to our own citizens 

but to the world to do something to break that transmission cycle 

as well. We know that the virus mutates in areas where there are 

very high prevalence, so this is a really really critical contribution 

that Britain can make, is to get a grip on the virus here. 

 

AM: And you’re quite right that we have ordered as a country a 

huge number of vaccines but they haven’t arrived yet. They’re not 

here yet and therefore for the time being there is a choice to be 

made and Dr Tedros, who’s Head of the World Health 

Organisation, he says: “I understand why some countries want to 

vaccinate their children and adolescents, but right now I urge 

them to reconsider and to instead donate the vaccines to COVAX 

which is the international vaccine distribution. So which comes 

first? 

LN: Well look it can’t be an either or because if it’s a zero sum 

game then we’re all going to lose. Saying that we’ve got to 

vaccinate people everywhere or we’re not safe anywhere isn’t just 

a slogan it’s a fact and we’ve seen the terrible consequences of 

that fact over the last few months, particularly in India and then 

the Indian variant arriving here in the UK. We’ve got  to ramp up 

production capacity and we could do that relatively quickly. This 

week at the G7 is the chance to reach that global agreement 

about how we’re going to do that around the world. The Prime 

Minister has said in the last 24 hours that he wants to do that, 

other countries have been far more ambitious about the proposals 

that they’ve put forward, but this is the week where we’ve got to 

agree a plan to do that and get production capacity ramped up in 
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parts of the world where there just simply isn’t access to the 

vaccine at all at the moment. 

 

ENDS  


