
 

 
 
Baroness Verma, Minister at the Department of Energy and Climate Change, commented on her 

meeting with Cumbrian council leaders on Thursday 4 October 2012: 

 

“Finding a long-term and sustainable solution for dealing with our legacy of nuclear waste is 

absolutely vital for Cumbria and for the country as a whole.  

 

“It has been extremely valuable to discuss with councillors in Cumbria the work that has already 

been done on the issue of siting a geological disposal facility, including the recent report by the 

Managing Radioactive Waste Safely (MRWS) partnership. 

 

“In light of Cumbria councillors’ move to defer a decision on whether to take part in the next stage 

of the process, I want to be clear that Government remains completely committed to a community-

led and voluntarist approach. We will also work closely with the councils to provide the information 

and clarification they need.” 

 

The BBC Inside Out programme posed the following questions to the Department of Energy and 

Climate Change and received these responses: 

 

1. Inside Out: Voluntarism. Why has the UK government invited local communities to 

volunteer to host a nuclear waste repository, when there is not a guarantee that the 

geology will be suitable in that area? 

DoECC: Voluntarism lies at the heart of the Government policy for a long-term radioactive 
waste disposal solution.  It would be unjustified to carry out expensive and speculative 
geological assessments before a community had volunteered.     
  
2. Inside Out: Would it not have been better, like in Finland, to have identified a suitable 

geological site and then invited local communities to volunteer? 

DoECC: No. To do so would risk repeating the failed approach taken by Nirex in the 1990s. 
 
3. Inside Out: What is the “Plan B” for the disposal of our nuclear waste if Cumbria 

decides against continuing with the search, or if, after geological investigations, 

Cumbria is found to be unsuitable? 

DoECC: We have always said that the call for other communities to express an interest 
remains open and we will therefore continue to engage with any community which wishes 
to find out more. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/


4. Inside Out: In their letter to Baroness Verma earlier this week, Allerdale, Copeland and 

Cumbria County Council said due to the time scale of the process “alternative 

radioactive waste solutions” should be looked at. What will these be?  

DoECC: In line with the MRWS White Paper we would expect these to include storage and 
disposal options and possibly emerging new technologies.  The Councils are clear that they 
wish these solutions to be considered in parallel with the Government’s policy of geological 
disposal.   
 
5. Inside Out: What guarantees will the government be making on “community benefits” 

if Cumbria does continue in the process? 

DoECC: The Government has already agreed with Allerdale, Copeland and Cumbria County 
Council a number of principles on community benefit and would use these to guide any 
negotiation. 
 
6. Inside Out: With most of the UK waste stored at Sellafield, and with no other 

volunteers in other parts of the country, will the government seek to impose a 

solution on Cumbria? 

DoECC: No.  International experience and experience in the UK shows that if solutions are 
forced on unwilling communities they fail.  That is why the process being run by the 
Government works on the basis of voluntarism and partnership. 

 

 
 


