
 
 
School Report explained (six-minute version): transcript 
 
[starts with montage of footage from student reports] 
 
On March 11 1010, kids aged 11 to 14 from over 700 schools produced and published a news 
report. 
 
25,000 young journalists joined BBC news, taking part in a huge interactive news broadcast 
 
[montage of students and BBC News presenters] 
 
So this is the story of how we made the news. 
 
School Report begins in the classroom. 
 
[clip of teacher going through essentials of writing reports] 
 
There are six lesson plans. There are videos to watch and loads of resources and ideas on 
the School Report website. 
 
[clip of Huw Edwards: “…and on News Day you’ll be broadcasting to a 2.00 deadline …”] 
 
Once the lessons are over, it’s time to start thinking about the stories we wan t to tell. There’s 
lots of preparation to do. 
 
Writing articles or recording interviews with politicians and celebrities in advance, sometimes 
with the help of mentors or crews from the BBC. 
 
[clip of BBC mentor helping students with filming] 
 
We also get the chance to rehearse on Practice News Days. 
 
[clip of report, followed by interview with student: “it went really well and now that we’ve made 
the mistakes of today we can learn from them for the real day on 11 March”] 
 
Finally the wait is over: it’s March and it’s School Report News Day… and the countdown is 
on... 
 
[clip of Fiona Brice explaining School Report] 
 
It’s 9.00 and it’s time to start finding the news. 
 
We scour the newspapers and search the internet for the day’s top stories. 
 
[clip of student researching a story] 
 
At 10.00 we start gathering the news together, bringing together all the stories we’ve found. 
 
[clip of teacher praising his students’ efforts] 
 
At 11.00 we start writing our news reports. The clock is ticking as we write up our stories as 
news articles or scripts. We’ve got to make sure the facts are right. 
 
[clip of student explaining last-minute changes to script; followed by clip of teacher explaining 
that students experience realities of life as journalist] 
 



 
 
At 12.00 all the teams come together to assemble the news, whether your news is written, 
filmed on your mobile phone or a radio report. 
 
[clip of student explaining their video report] 
 
At 1.00 the deadline is getting closer – we put our stories into a running order. With so many 
journalists working on the broadcast, everybody thinks their story should come first so it’s up 
to the editor to decide. 
 
[clip of students explaining editor role, and editor in action] 
 
The only thing that matter snow is finishing by the 2.00 deadline.  
 
By the 2.00 deadline we finished our news… and School Report goes live. 
 
[clips from various schools’ reports and bulletins] 
 
Finally, by 4.00 the BBC links to our school website, broadcasting the news made by 
hundreds of schools and thousands of School Reporters. 
 
Then we can finally relax and watch what we’ve produced. 
 
[clip of teachers and students at the end of the day] 
 
Making the news is hard work, but it’s also a lot of fun.  
 
[clips of students and teachers explaining what they learned from School Report] 
 
Sadly this year’s news day is over. 
 
But next year’s will be bigger, better and even newsier than ever. 
 
[closing montage] 
 
This has been BBC News School Report. 


