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(Rough transcript, check against delivery)  

 

AM: Sports fans face a spring and summer of empty stands and 

grounds earlier this week. My previous guest, Matt Hancock called 

for football players to take pay cuts to save their clubs. Gary 

Lineker warned against a judgmental pylon and called for 

patience. I spoke to him this morning to ask if his patience has run 

out. 

L: Well he was probably put on the spot a little bit but – and I 

think it’s unfair to call on any individuals, let alone a group of 

young men, young footballers. It’s fine. Why not call on all the 

wealthy to try and help if they possibly can? Rather than just pick 

on footballers. I think they’ve always been a bit easy game in 

many ways, but footballers do an extraordinary amount of good in 

the community. Lots of them will already be giving of course in 

their own silent ways to this and I know that there are plans afoot 

for footballers to make their contribution to society. 

 

AM: Meanwhile overnight we’ve heard quite an extraordinary 

statement by the Players Union saying that a 30% cut for top 

footballers would be, quotes: “Detrimental to the NHS.” Do you 

agree with that? 

L: I’m not quite sure who came out with that particular quote, 

whether it’s the PFA, probably not been brilliant so far in this. But 

the players that I’ve spoken to they’re all desperately keen to do 

it. The problem is of course is how you actually do it. Do you do it 

as an individual person, do you take a paycut and then do 

something?  Or do you not take a paycut and do something? So 

it’s obviously complicated and that it takes time and people are 

always quick I think to jump on the judgemental high horse. 

Certainly when it comes to footballers. But lot of them do lots of 

really good things and I’m sure they’ll continue to do so and I 
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expect announcements to come to us during the next few days, 

next week or so. 

 

AM: But do you understand there’s a certain amount of unease 

about clubs like Liverpool and Spurs using the government’s job 

retention scheme to furlough lots of non playing staff? 

L: Absolutely. That’s a different matter entirely of course to how 

the players actually respond to this situation and other people that 

are wealthy around the country. Nobody seems to talk about the 

bankers, the CEOs, huge billionaires everywhere.  Are they 

standing u p, are they being asked to stand up? We don’t know. 

Football clubs obviously they’re going to lose fortunes because 

football can’t exist when there’s no football taking place and clubs 

will be in desperate trouble. The big clubs you would have thought 

they’d have been savvy enough to perhaps try and help more of 

their workers, particularly  when the big players are earning so 

much money, but that’s a separate issue for football clubs 

themselves, rather than the way that footballers respond.  

 

AM: Gary, can I ask you about the smaller clubs. A lot of them will 

be very close to the edge already and through this a  lot of them 

may go bankrupt. Is that a major worry do you think? 

L; Very much so. Like all businesses across the board really 

Andrew. There’s so many people who are going to be in trouble at 

the end of this and of course football is not just about the giants, 

not just about big money at the very top, it’s about the lower 

leagues. The Premier League have obviously said that they’re 

going to make a big donation towards teams from the lower 

leagues which it will be very much welcome. And it’s going to be a 

tough time for a lot of football clubs. I think most football clubs 

just try to break even at best, so  you know, obviously the 

strongest will survive but there will be lots of clubs that do 

struggle. 
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AM: Now, as a Leicester fan yourself, how would you feel about 

the entire season being cancelled? 

L: Well whether you’re a Leicester fan or a Liverpool fan or any 

team’s that’s doing well, obviously you  wouldn’t want it to 

happen.  You wouldn’t want it to happen anyway as a football 

person. I really hope they can try and finish it. I think that is very 

much the aim. I understand they’re hoping, hoping obviously this 

situation is so fluid and we’re so dependent on what will happen 

over the coming months, we don’t really know. But I think what 

they’re trying to do is to start again in June and possibly finish this 

season in July, but obviously that needs things to certainly calm 

down in terms of the areas of Coronavirus, so possibly coming 

back behind closed doors to start with. I think that will be the aim. 

I don’t think – I think that’s the best thing that can happen if they 

can finish this season, but who knows how long this thing’s gonna 

go on for?  

 

AM: Gary I should fess up. You are currently talking to a football 

idiot, but as I understand it, if you try to finish the season fast in 

June, July that’s bumping into the next season and maybe very 

difficult for that reason.  

L: Yes, they can knock the next season on a little bit. There are all 

sorts of complications, Andrew, whether you’re a footballer idiot or 

otherwise. Most football people are idiots! So it’s difficult and I 

think the thing you can remember though the players won’t  need 

another pre season, they’ll have had their rest now. They won’t 

need a break, they won’t need to do pre season training going into 

the next season because obviously they’ll be fit from ending this 

one if that’s the case. But there other scenarios.  

 

AM: Sure. Now you are in a strange position of being a sports 

broadcaster with no sport to broadcast. Reflections on that. 

L: It’s  - it’s difficult. Obviously it’s with no live sport, but we’re 

doing our best. We’ve come up with a few things. We’re now on 

Saturday night we had the pod cast that we do with Ian Wright 
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and Alan Shearer for the BBC which it wasn’t made as a TV 

programme but we put that in the slot. And then after that and for 

the coming weeks we’ve also got something called Match of their 

Day. We’re asking each pundit to pick three classic games that 

meant a lot to them perhaps in the Premier League era and fill 

that with old matches. So we’re doing our best but obviously 

they’re very trying circumstances.  

 

AM: Well Gary Lineker early to bed and early to rise. Thank you 

very much indeed for that at least Gary Lineker 

L: My pleasure, Andrew.  

 

Ends  


