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ANDREW MARR: 

Ed Miliband’s still here and I’m joined again by Nigel Farage as well. Just picking up 

from where we were, do you think tube workers should go to work next week? 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

Well that’s a matter for them, but I think the strike as a whole shouldn’t be going 

ahead and, as I say, I think both sides should get round the table to sort this out and 

stop the disruption. 

    

ANDREW MARR: 

Nigel Farage, you saw on the front page of the Sunday Times that apparently David 

Cameron is going to debate with you, after all. Are you delighted by that? Are you 

impressed? 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

Until you read the small print and then it doesn’t really make a promise like that at all. 

No I think what David Cameron does very often is he makes these promises, vague 

promises, and then doesn’t actually deliver afterwards. I don’t think he’s got any 

intention of allowing me into any of these debates. I don’t know, perhaps Ed wants to 
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debate with me. I’d be very happy to. 

         

ANDREW MARR: 

Would you debate with him? 

 

ED MILIBAND:  

Well, look, my view on the debates is that we’ve got to have the TV debates as we 

had at the last General Election. I think David Cameron is doing everything he can to 

wriggle out of them and more briefings and confusing messages. It’s up to the 

broadcasters who they invite, whether they invite Nigel. My main desire is that the 

debates go ahead. I think the Prime Minister doesn’t own these debates. The British 

people own these debates and he can’t wriggle out of them. 

   

ANDREW MARR: 

But rather than getting stuck on who is going to be the three or four in the big debate, 

couldn’t we have lots of debates between leaders? Would you debate with Nigel 

Farage if that was available to you? 

   

ED MILIBAND: 

Well look, the main thing for me is having these General Election debates. Nick 

Clegg debated Nigel Farage. Others can judge how well he got on. 

   

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) Well let’s debate Europe. Come on! 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) Yeah but what I say … 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) I mean you don’t want a referendum, you don’t trust the British people to make 

their minds up on this. Let’s have a head to head on that question. 

    

ED MILIBAND: 

Well I’m happy to have debates, Nigel, about …  
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NIGEL FARAGE: 

Good. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

… about all of the main issues that we face, but, as I say, my main desire is to have 

General Election debates. We’re all going round the country talking to voters about 

the issues at this … at this election. 

   

NIGEL FARAGE: 

Yeah but this is a European Election we’re fighting in two weeks’ time. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

(over) Actually yes, you wouldn’t debate with Nigel … 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) No, what I’m saying is what we want is General Election debates and that’s 

where my focus is. And, frankly, I think we need to get David Cameron to the 

debates. I think you know there are two people who could be Prime Minister after the 

next election. I want David Cameron at those debates. If the broadcasters want to 

invite Nigel, that’s fine with me. 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

Oh so if a broadcaster sets up a debate between yourself and Nigel Farage, you will 

turn up?  

 

ED MILIBAND: 

As part of our overall General Election debates with David Cameron and Nick Clegg. 

(Farage laughs) But look, that is the way these debates served the public at the last 

General Election and I think they can serve them again. 

  

ANDREW MARR: 

Could you take him on and beat him in a debate, do you think? 
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ED MILIBAND: 

I do think that, but I think that the focus for me is these General Election debates. 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

But we’re fighting a European Election in two and a half weeks’ time and from what I 

can see, your party isn’t even discussing the European question. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) It absolutely … 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) You’re boxing it off, you’re talking about the cost of living. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

(over) But look, Nigel, it absolutely is. It absolutely is. 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) You know you’re not discussing it. You don’t want to have a referendum. Let’s 

do it in the next fortnight. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

No look, it is absolutely is talk… we absolutely are talking about these issues, Nigel. 

And look, you want to get out of the European Union … 

  

NIGEL FARAGE: 

Absolutely. 

   

ED MILIBAND: 

… yeah and I think that would cost jobs in this country. By the way, you also say, and 

I think people will start to look at your issues on what you say on this, you also say 

you want to keep the flame of Thatcherism alive. I don’t think that’s going to serve 

working people in this country. 
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NIGEL FARAGE: 

Well again, you see, that was a headline that was written in a newspaper. I never said 

that. 

 

ED MILIBAND: 

So you don’t think that somehow you’re the heir to Mrs Thatcher on policy whether 

it’s charging for the NHS, all these other things?    

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) I think … I think the one thing that happened during the 1980s that needs to 

happen again is the size of the state was reduced. I think there is a very urgent need … 

      

ED MILIBAND: 

See that’s … 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

Given how indebted the Labour Party left this country and the fact the Coalition have 

added hugely to the national debt, we’ve got to reduce the size of the state. 

   

ED MILIBAND: 

You see I think people are going to start getting interested that Nigel wants a flat tax, 

he wants big tax cuts for the richest in our society. 

 

NIGEL FARAGE: 

… and for the poorest.  

 

ED MILIBAND: 

And tax rises for the poorest. Bigger cuts in services. 

  

NIGEL FARAGE: 

(over) Well this is good. It looks like the debate’s started. This is not a bad thing. 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

This is the edited short-term version.   
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NIGEL FARAGE: 

You see how good it would be. (laughs) 

 

ANDREW MARR: 

We could have much more of this. Both of you … Thank you both very, very much 

indeed for joining us. We’ll have more of that debate in due course. 

 

INTERVIEW ENDS 

 


