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SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY. 

 

“FILE ON 4” 

 

Transmission:  Tuesday 3
rd

 October 2017 

Repeat:  Sunday 8
th

 October 2017 

 

Producer:  Richard Fenton-Smith & Sajid Iqbal 

Reporter:  Manveen Rana 

Editor:  Gail Champion 

 

ACTUALITY OF SIRENS 

 

MUSIC 

 

RANA: When a homemade bomb was detonated on the 

London Underground last month, it was the latest in a wave of terrorist attacks to hit Britain. 

Fortunately, nobody was killed. but 36 people have lost their lives to violent acts of 

extremism this year alone.  It’s a problem the Government and security services are desperate 

to get under control. 

 

EXTRACT FROM THERESA MAY SPEECH 

 

MAY:  We must step up our efforts as never before, to tackle 

the terrorist use of the internet.  But we need to go further and faster to reduce the time it 

takes to remove terrorist content online.  This is a major step in reclaiming the internet from 

those who would use it to do us harm. 

 

RANA: But is the digital world the only place where extremist 

ideas ferment?  In this week’s File on 4, we’ll be exposing the hate speech, sectarianism and 
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RANA cont: even support for Jihad appearing in old media - on TV, 

on the radio and in newspapers sold in corner shops.  And we’ll be asking whether focusing 

the fight against extremism on the dark corners of the internet means we’re missing the 

extremism in plain sight.  

 

ACTUALITY IN EAST LONDON 

 

RANA: I’m in East London – home to the biggest Muslim 

community in Britain.  I’m just outside the local mosque, and here on the doorstep there’s a 

huge pile of newspapers.  They’ve just been delivered, hot off the press.  This is the Nawa-i-

Jang.  It’s a free paper, which is distributed to mosques and Islamic centres all over the 

country.  Looking at the front page, there’s a bright red logo at the top, which also 

incorporates the Pakistani flag, and the paper is printed primarily in Urdu – the language 

spoken by the majority of British Pakistanis, of which there are about 1.2 million.  Inside, 

there’s a mix of UK and Pakistani news, providing readers with a link to what’s going on 

here in Britain as well as back in the homeland of Pakistan. 

 

MAN: When we come to the community centre, there is loads 

of papers there. 

 

RANA: Are you a regular reader? 

 

MAN: Yeah, because it’s dropped into my mosque, free of 

cost, and I just pick it up and have a look. 

 

MAN 2: We get it in the mosque every week. 

 

RANA: Is it a good newspaper? 

 

MAN 2: Yes. 

 

RANA: What do you like about it? 
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MAN 2: We get all local information, information about 

Pakistan. 

 

MAN 3: Yeah, it’s very handy, yeah, it can be helpful.  

International and national news and all that.  I have to rush now, thank you very much. 

 

RANA: But between the pages discussing what’s going on in 

Pakistani politics and cricket – not to mention a sizeable number of lonely hearts ads – File 

on 4 has discovered some of Britain’s Urdu papers are publishing much more worrying 

content.  For a start, there’s a concerted campaign targeting the Ahmadi community, which is 

a minority Muslim sect.        

 

ACTUALITY IN SHOP 

 

RANA: So we’ve come into a little grocery shop here in 

London.  As you walk in there’s a Halal butchers on one side, there’s a grocery counter on 

the other, and right in front of you there are Shezan mango juices, and looking up here along 

the aisles we’ve got sauces, we’ve got pickles and jams.  Tell me a bit about Shezan.  What 

sort of products do you sell? 

 

EXECUTIVE:  Yeah, it’s basically a fruit-based company and it’s an 

old brand which goes back well over 40 years.  People in Pakistan are really familiar with the 

brand, and wherever the Pakistani diaspora exists – big in the UK – we do find a market for 

our products. 

  

RANA: The man I am speaking to is nervous.  He doesn’t want 

me to tell you his name, only that he is a senior executive at the food firm, Shezan – a popular 

brand in Pakistan, which has been exporting to Britain for years.  Over the buzz of the 

butcher’s saw, he tells me about the source of his nervousness - an advert which has been 

running in the Nawa-i-Jang newspaper, calling on readers to boycott his company’s products.  

 

EXECUTIVE: Recently there has been some sort of, you know, 

religious issues which have come up.  It’s alleged that, you know, Shezan is owned by a 

member of the minority community. 
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RANA: By that you mean people from the Ahmadi 

community? 

 

EXECUTIVE:  Yes, and because of that, the problems exist.  Minority 

community do own a number of shares, but we don’t have any identity as any religious 

company, or something like that. 

 

RANA: Can you tell me a bit about the wider anti-Ahmadi 

feeling in Pakistan at the moment?  On a day to day basis, do you notice it? 

 

EXECUTIVE: You do come across shops now in which it says, there 

is a sticker outside saying we do not do business with Ahmadis.  I think it’s basically part of 

the religious extremism which is in parts of the country. 

 

RANA: Were you surprised – because we certainly have been – 

looking at newspapers in this country, they seem to be running big full page ads, calling for a 

boycott of your products. 

  

EXECUTIVE: Yes, in this country I was really surprised.  The liberal-

minded people you have, people saying boycott Shezan products.  It was quite shocking for 

me, quite shocking.  

 

RANA: And this is the offending ad, which we have found in 

several editions of Nawa-i-Jang published this summer.  It’s a full page advert, featuring rows 

of Shezan products, and across the middle it says ‘Qadiani’, which is a derogatory term for 

the Ahmadi community.  So what’s behind the Nawa-i-Jang?  Fortunately I’m joined by 

someone who should know - File on 4 producer, Sajid Iqbal worked as a print journalist in 

Pakistan for many years before he joined us.  So Sajid, you’ve been going through some of 

these editions of the Nawa-i-Jang.  What can you tell me about the paper? 

 

IQBAL:  Manveen, Nawa-i-Jang is put together by a small team 

in West London and Manchester, and it has been in circulation for around, like, 15 years. 

This advert appeared multiple times this year, and there is a text on it. 
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RANA: Can you just translate that? 

 

IQBAL: Yeah, it says, ‘Shezan is a company owned by 

Qadianis.  In order to uphold the honour of your faith, boycott it completely.  You should not 

buy these products and persuade others to do the same.’  That’s what it says. 

 

RANA: It’s as blatant as that? 

 

IQBAL: Yeah, this is sectarianism.  The paper has even run 

special editions dedicated to the anti-Ahmadi campaign before, and we understand that there 

is another on the way.  Just the other week, the paper was making an appeal for people to 

submit articles, and if it happens, it will be the fourth anti-Ahmadi edition of Nawa-i-Jang. 

  

RANA: So why are they so against the Ahmadis?  

 

IQBAL: It is down to religious differences.  The Ahmadis are 

considered heretics and they are seen as a threat to Islam.  

 

RANA: So is it just a constant war of words? 

 

IQBAL: Sometimes it goes beyond that.  In Pakistan, Ahmadis 

face a lot of persecution.  They are subject to violent attacks - hundreds, if not thousands of 

Ahmadis have been killed for their belief. 

 

MUSIC 

 

RANA: And that deadly violence against the Ahmadi 

community spread from Pakistan to the UK last year. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ARCHIVE 

 

NEWSREADER: A 40 year old man has died in hospital after he was 

stabbed in the Shawlands area of Glasgow.  The incident happened on Maynard Road around 

nine o’clock last night. Police say they’re following a positive line … 
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RANA: In March 2016, Tanveer Ahmed drove 200 miles from 

his home in Bradford to Glasgow, to the convenience store run by Asad Shah, an Ahmadi 

who published online videos about his beliefs. Tanveer Ahmed accused him of blasphemy 

and demanded Asad retracted his views. When he refused, he drew a knife and stabbed him 

repeatedly.  This shocking murder exposed a sectarian schism within Britain’s Muslim 

community.  Although a man was killed, it continues to rage, as can be seen in the flow of 

anti-Ahmadi material in the Nawa-i-Jang newspaper.  We contacted the paper’s editors 

asking them to justify why they publish this kind of content, but despite an early promise to 

provide answers, they failed to respond, and didn’t give us an interview. 

 

ACTUALITY IN MOSQUE WITH SINGING 

 

RANA: For the Ahmadi community, still reeling from the 

murder of Asad Shah, such blatant hatred is deeply worrying.  At the London Mosque where 

Ahmadis worship, I meet Rafiq Hayat, a senior leader of the community in the UK.  I asked 

him to explain what led to the Ahmadis being targeted in the first place.  

 

HAYAT: All major religions of the world are expecting the 

second coming of the Messiah, or the promised reformer, and we believe that the reformer 

has come, and he came in India over a hundred years ago, and his name was Mirza Gjulam 

Ahmed.  Now this is where we have conflict with some of the other Muslims, because they 

do not accept him to be the reformer and therefore we are not true Muslims. 

  

RANA: Many Muslims regard Ahmadis as being outside of the 

religion, but don’t see this as anything more than just a theological difference.  But there is a 

minority which is actively fuelling sectarian hate, so when I revealed our findings to Rafiq 

Hayat, he was not remotely surprised.  

 

ACTUALITY WITH NEWSPAPER 

  

RANA: This is the advert really that I wanted to talk to you 

about, and that is from June 2017. 
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HAYAT:  This is only one small part of it.  I mean, if you look 

through these papers you will find there is so much being published against the community. 

You know, there are articles openly being published to prejudice the minds of Muslims, you 

know, that these are disloyal Muslims.  Well, they don’t consider us Muslims, but disloyal 

people working against the larger Muslim community. 

 

RANA: Do you worry about how this influence is being played 

out within the community here? 

 

HAYAT: Of course, I mean, it does concern us.  We have seen 

what prejudice can do and we’ve seen the Asad Shah murder, but besides that, that prejudice 

is also being seen at every level. I mean this, the clerics here who are saying, boycott this, 

boycott their businesses, don’t allow them into your businesses, don’t allow them into your 

shops.  We’ve had women who have gone to just ordinary clothing retailers and they’ve said, 

‘Sorry, we can’t serve you,’ – in this country.  

 

RANA: In this country? 

 

HAYAT: In this country, yes.  

 

RANA: And there’s another one here from May. 

 

HAYAT: Yes. 

 

RANA: So it’s …. 

 

HAYAT: This is regular, you know, and …. 

  

RANA: How popular is the Nawa-i-Jang? 

 

HAYAT: It’s very very popular in the Pakistani community and, 

you know, there must be a bigger hand behind this who is funding this.  
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RANA: The adverts calling for a boycott of Ahmadi-made 

goods are credited to an organisation called Ashiqan-e-Rasool Bartania – which means 

‘Lovers of the Holy Prophet in Britain’.  There’s no contact information when you search 

online, and one source suggested it could be a front, or even a fake organisation.  However, 

we did make contact with a Pakistani journalist working here in the UK, who shed some light 

on who might be pulling the strings behind this campaign.  He spoke to us anonymously and 

his words are voiced by an actor. 

 

JOURNALIST: I have been approached by somebody here in the UK 

and they asked me to do a story against the Ahmadi community.  They have a campaign here. 

 

RANA: How did they approach you? 

 

JOURNALIST: Well, I am in close contact with the community, with 

our religious leaders, and I was at an event, and this person came up to me and made an offer, 

asking me to work against the Ahmadi.  He said, if you work with us, it could be lucrative for 

you. 

 

RANA: So who exactly was this person?  Was it a religious 

leader? 

 

JOURNALIST: A religious leader, yes.  

 

RANA: And he was offering to pay you personally, or was he 

offering to pay your publication? 

 

JOURNALIST: No – me personally.  

 

RANA: And how much did he offer? 

 

JOURNALIST: He didn’t say, because I immediately refused – I didn’t 

encourage him.  

 

RANA: Do you think they have a lot of money behind them? 
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JOURNALIST:  Yes, I know they do 

 

RANA: Was it surprising to you that this was happening here 

in Britain? 

 

JOURNALIST: Yes, because when I came to this country, I thought 

people were well educated, but when I went into the community, into the mosques, their level 

of aggressiveness was higher than in Pakistan.  

 

RANA: You asked to do this interview anonymously.  We’re 

not giving your name.  Why is that? 

 

JOURNALIST: I work in the community and the people doing this, 

they might harm me.  Back in Pakistan, I did a report on an attack on the Ahmadi place of 

worship.  I accidentally called it a mosque, and after that, I had people attack me, just for 

calling it a mosque.  So, if that can happen in Pakistan, why not here?  

 

RANA: During this interview, we showed the journalist a photo 

of someone we suspected to be the man who approached him, and he positively identified 

him.  At present, for legal reasons, all we can tell you is that he’s on the board of trustees at a 

mosque in West London, he’s active in the local community, and despite his involvement in 

campaigning against the Ahmadis, he’s also involved in interfaith work.  We did call him and 

asked about his involvement in this campaign, but he hung up and he hasn’t responded to our 

messages or letters.  In the grand scheme of things, Urdu media in Britain is a very small fish 

in a very big pond.  So just how influential is it?  It’s a question we put to Dr Iqtidar Cheema 

– a Birmingham-based human rights and interfaith activist, who’s advised both the British 

Government and the UN.  

 

CHEEMA:  Well, they are very influential.  Although the 

readership might be very small, or they don’t print thousands and thousands of copies, but 

what we should understand is the culture of gossip amongst the community.  So if one 

member of a community reads a very sensational news, then most likely he will spread it 

across.  And now I find it very disturbing that in the social media, people will put certain 

extracts from the news or screenshots of the news and would say, ‘It is a religious binding on 
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CHEEMA cont: you to share it – if you are a good Muslim and if you 

love the Prophet, you must share it.’  So it spreads across the community very, very quick.  

 

ACTUALITY ON HIGH STREET 

 

RANA: Another newspaper which has a direct link to Pakistan 

is the Daily Ausaf.  It originates from Pakistan, but there’s also a European edition, which is 

published here in London and distributed throughout the UK.  I’ve just walked into a 

newsagents, one just like any other up and down the country, and here, sandwiched between 

papers like The Guardian and the Mirror and the Daily Mail, is a copy of the Daily Ausaf.   

  

SHOPKEEPER: That’s £1. 

 

RANA: £1? 

 

SHOPKEEPER: Yeah, £1. 

 

RANA: Thanks. 

Its editors say the paper is based on three principles: peace, faith and unity, but the File on 4 

team has been reading this paper pretty regularly over recent months, and we’re not so sure. 

 

ACTUALITY IN OFFICE 

 

RANA: So I’m back in the office with File on 4 producer Sajid 

Iqbal and some back copies of the newspaper.  Sajid, you worked as a print journalist in 

Pakistan for years, you must have come across the Daily Ausaf – how popular is it out there?  

 

IQBAL:  It is quite popular in Pakistan, not on the top tier but 

second ranking newspapers – it comes under that category. 

 

RANA: How about here? 

 

IQBAL: Yeah, here it is the most popular Urdu language 

newspaper – that’s what the management and the owners claim.  And I’ve seen it in the 
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IQBAL cont: public libraries.  It is sold in the shops up and down the 

country, so it is quite established, well established here.  

 

RANA: And what’s in it – what’s the content like? 

 

IQBAL: It’s more like Pakistan specific, Pakistani politics and 

very familiar content – again a lot of anti-Ahmadi stories. 

  

RANA: Now you’ve translated some of these anti-Ahmadi 

articles here. What do they say? 

 

IQBAL: There is no explicit incitement telling readers to harm 

Ahmadis, but the language is very insulting.  So for example, they call for God to rain fire on 

the grave of Mirza Ghulam Ahmed – the founder of the Ahmadiyyah movement.  They 

describe him as cursed.  

 

RANA: We contacted the Daily Ausaf to ask why it is 

publishing and distributing anti-Ahmadi articles here in the UK. While they ignored our 

request for an interview, we did receive an email from its office in Islamabad, from editor 

Muhammed Hanif Lodhi, who also oversees the London operation, and he was unrepentant, 

saying:   

 

READER IN STUDIO: With regards to the issues raised in relation to the 

Ahmadiyyah community, I would like to clarify that this community - not just in Pakistan but 

many other Muslim countries - have been declared non-Muslims.  To refer to them as cursed 

is very common in our society (a mother even says it to her son) and therefore it shouldn’t be 

taken as serious as it may sound. 

 

RANA: So the Daily Ausaf is defiant on the Ahmadi issue - but 

there’s more, isn’t there, Sajid? 

 

IQBAL:  Yes, there is also articles in praise of Osama bin Laden 

and Mullah Omar, the former leader of the Afghan Taliban. 

  



- 12 - 

RANA: There also seems to be quite a lot here on Kashmir.  

 

IQBAL: Yeah, Kashmir is also a big issue for Daily Ausaf.  The 

paper frequently publishes stories which celebrate commanders of militant groups like Hizbut 

Mujahideen, Jaish-e-Muhammed, Laska-e-Taiba.  These are all proscribed groups here in 

Britain.  

 

RANA: So we’ve banned them, we consider them terrorist 

groups, and yet, just looking through the translations that you’ve done here, here’s a column 

by one of the paper’s star writers, in which he recalls meeting one of these commanders and 

he says, ‘He had bright eyes and an impressive personality, and when you look at him, you 

can’t take your eyes off him.’ He then goes on to describe his face as ‘glowing with celestial 

light’ and how they had talked about Jihad being the aim of his life.  

 

IQBAL:  This is typical for this paper – it is real hero worship.  

  

RANA: The Kashmir border battle between India and Pakistan 

has raged for decades, but it remains a particularly hot button issue for many British-

Pakistanis.   

 

PANTUCCI:  I think you have to remember that in this country, the 

biggest Muslim community comes from Pakistan, and comes from a very particular part of 

Pakistan, which is Kashmir.  Figures sort of vary, but you’re talking about almost a million 

people who trace their heritage back to that part of Pakistan. 

  

RANA: Raffaello Pantucci is the Director of International 

Security Studies at the think-tank, the Royal United Services Institute – RUSI.  In his book 

about British terrorists, he wrote about how influential the Kashmiri cause has been on 

British citizens getting involved in the wider global Jihad movement.  

 

PANTUCCI:  The Kashmiri cause is a very big one and it’s one that 

has got different elements to it, and some of those elements have been very closely linked to 

al-Qaeda historically.  Now it’s certainly not all of the Kashmiri militant communities - some 

of them are more focused on fighting in Kashmir in the sort of liberation struggle there – but  
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PANTUCCI cont: there’s sort of a very easy bleed over into some of the 

more extremist narratives and some of the narratives that are frankly closer to al-Qaeda. 

 

RANA: So is it almost a gateway for people in this country into 

the idea of Jihad? 

 

PANTUCCI:  I mean, it can be a gateway.  If you go back and look at 

sort of, you know, the pre-9/11 period, you can see that a lot of the young British Muslims 

who were going out to sort of explore this idea of Jihad, to go train, were going to Hizbul 

Mujahideen camps.  People like Mohammed Siddiq Khan, whose whole adventure towards 

Jihad and ultimately launching an attack on London’s public transport system really starts 

with exploring the sort of Kashmiri movements.  

 

RANA: So how alarming is it to find messages being printed in 

this country which are hugely supportive of these groups? 

 

PANTUCCI: I mean, I think it’s certainly quite worrying, because 

these militant groups are groups that are focused on conducting military campaign and have 

historically had links to groups like al-Qaeda, so it is quite worrying that you are seeing such 

open support for them. 

 

RANA: We did ask the Daily Ausaf about its coverage of 

Kashmiri militants and what considerations it made with regard to publishing articles and 

interviews with militant leaders who would be considered proscribed terrorists here in 

Britain.  In an email, the paper’s senior editor Muhammed Hanif Lodhi, reiterated the 

principles of the paper’s editorial policy: peace, faith and unity – and said that the material 

we had highlighted was taken out of context.  However, he also admitted there were breaches 

of editorial policy in the articles being questioned by File on 4, which were printed earlier 

this year during a period when Mr Lodhi was absent from the office. We were told that an 

internal investigation took place and The Daily Ausaf sacked two members of staff.  He 

assured us that extra measures were now in place to ensure that such material would not 

appear in the future.  All very positive,  but in the past few weeks that pledge has seemingly 

gone out of the window.  Looking through copies of the Daily Ausaf published in the past 
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RANA cont: month, there are opinion pieces which clearly express 

support for Jihad-o-Qatl – Jihad by the sword.  While none of the current Daily Ausaf 

management were willing to provide an interview, we did track down the former editor of its 

Europe Edition.  Mubeen Chaudhury started work for the Daily Ausaf from 2005 and stepped 

down as editor at the end of July this year.  I asked him to explain who had editorial control 

when it came to putting the paper together. 

 

CHAUDHURY: Actually, it’s prepared in Islamabad, and it came over 

here.  The editorial policy, the editorial page, they pick that page from the Pakistan edition 

and they put it over here.  So due to the lack of manpower, I know I couldn’t check every 

article and every bit of writing.  But sometimes people told me that there is some kind of 

material that should not be published. 

 

RANA: And what did you do about it? 

 

CHAUDHURY: What I could do, I can ask to the management in 

Islamabad, that that should be checked, because we need stuff which is compatible in the UK, 

not for the Pakistanis.  

 

RANA: How did they respond when you brought that up, when 

you pointed out that some of this stuff would cause trouble in Britain? 

 

CHAUDHURY: They say, okay, I’m going to tell editorial staff and you 

also keep looking on that matter and let me know if it happens again. 

 

RANA: Well, it’s interesting you say that, because despite your 

pointing it out to them and them being aware that it was a real problem here, I mean, just 

looking at some of the articles you have printed that went out in the paper, you know, there 

are several which are very, very negative, you know, very offensive about the Ahmadi 

community.  You know, there’s one, for example, where it talks about the Ahmadis having a 

huge contingent in the Israeli army.  You sort of say there are hundreds of Ahmadi people in 

the Israeli army.  Now obviously that’s going to be very provocative to the Muslim 

community here. 
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CHAUDHURY:  Yes. 

 

RANA: Also, it’s not true. 

 

CHAUDHURY: Yes.  I know it’s not.  But that sells in Pakistan, you 

know.  They are just transforming the information over here without monitoring, then that 

happens. 

  

RANA: Hang on, you say you know it’s not true and it just 

sells well in Pakistan? 

 

CHAUDHURY: Yeah. 

 

RANA: What kind of journalism is that?  

 

CHAUDHURY: You know that’s called ethics, that is our journalism. 

 

RANA: Or a lack of them. 

 

CHAUDHURY:  But where there is no rule of law, there is no ethics. 

  

RANA: During the course of our interview, Mubeen 

Chaudhury told me how the Daily Ausaf’s focus on Kashmiri issues was a calculated move to 

target the British Pakistani community.  In fact, he said the paper had been struggling 

financially in its early years and realised there was a sizeable market to be tapped.  But does 

that justify the paper’s warm approval of Kashmiri militant groups? 

 

CHAUDHURY: I don’t think it’s my duty to label one that he is a 

terrorist or he is a hero.  I only have to check that I have to publish the material which must 

be beneficial, not harmful to my audience.  Simple as. 

  

RANA: You’re right, I don’t think it is your duty, but luckily 

the Government does do this – they do state groups who are designated as terrorist groups, 

groups who are banned. 
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CHAUDHURY: So are these groups glorified in my newspaper? 

 

RANA: Yes. 

 

CHAUDHURY:  You say. 

 

RANA: Yes.  Because at the same time, you know, you’ve 

published articles very openly sort of saying very positive things about Osama bin Laden, 

you know, saying he wasn’t really a terrorist, he was just a humble servant of the creator. 

This is the man who was responsible for thousands of deaths, including the deaths of 

Muslims.  You’ve said similar things about Mullah Omar, the head of the Afghan Taliban.  

So you are putting out …. 

  

CHAUDHURY: I wonder if I have published these kind of things, and I 

would love to read that when they have been published. 

 

RANA: We have the articles for you [shows paper] 

 

CHAUDHURY: Sure, I would love to. 

 

RANA: So that’s a column … 

 

CHAUDHURY: That’s an editorial page.  This page had been published 

in all the editions of Ausaf in Pakistan as well. 

  

RANA: Does that make it acceptable here?  How do you feel 

about what it says?  Do you agree with the sentiment - Osama bin Laden was …? 

 

CHAUDHURY: I don’t call him the hero of Muslim Ummah, no. 

 

RANA: Mullah Omar? 

 

CHAUDHURY: No.  
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RANA: So why ….? 

 

CHAUDHURY: That would be for those who are the very 

fundamentalist, or they are very rigid in their beliefs.  I am a liberal Muslim.  

 

RANA: So why publish this, day after day?  Why would you 

allow this in your paper? 

 

CHAUDHURY: But I’m telling you that if I don’t have the guidelines 

and rules and regulations, that where is my limits?  I am publishing anything.  But there is no 

authority which have been strictly checking Pakistani or any other community newspapers. 

  

RANA: We wanted to speak to the paper’s management in 

Pakistan about this – had they received concerns from their UK colleagues, and what do they 

have to say about publishing so-called fake news just to sell some more copies?  But they 

didn’t respond to our enquiries.  File on 4 is not alone in our concern about the content being 

published by some of Britain’s Urdu newspapers.  Speaking to people in East London, we 

met many Muslims who were also worried about the messages and ideas being promoted. 

 

MAN 1:  I think some of the contents are worrying, not only 

who is saying it, but what is being preached about it.  The comments and the contents and the 

articles. 

 

MAN 2:  I don’t like it.  They should not misguide the people 

here, simple-minded people, you see, and they exploit the word Islam.  Islam means peace. 

  

MAN 3:  So they advertise on the telly, on the newspaper, about 

the extremists.  I am totally against that.  It should be banned. 

 

MUSIC 

  

RANA: But is anyone else watching – a regulator perhaps? 

When it comes to editorial content, there are two regulatory bodies – IPSO and Impress, 

which papers can join voluntarily.  Some publications, like the Guardian, the FT and 
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RANA cont: Buzzfeed haven’t joined either, deciding to self-

regulate, and the same can be said for Nawa-i-Jang and the Daily Ausaf.  When it comes to 

the advert calling for a boycott of Ahmadi-made goods, then governance lies with the 

Advertising Standards Authority, which only investigates potentially offensive adverts if a 

member of the public files a report, and it said it would look into this case if we were to do 

so.    

 

EXTRACT FROM ANWAR AL AWLAKI LECTURE 

 

AL AWLAKI: … were also telling me about something that is as 

virtuous as ….. said, ‘I can’t find any …..’ 

  

RANA: This is Anwar Al Awlaki, an American-Yemeni 

Islamic scholar widely believed to be one of al-Qaeda’s key recruiters.  In 2011, he was killed 

by a drone strike ordered by President Obama, but in May and June of this year, a Sheffield-

based community radio station called Imam FM broadcast some of his lectures. 

 

EXTRACT FROM ANWAR AL AWLAKI LECTURE 

 

AL AWLAKI: So the fighting of the disbelievers is more virtuous than 

Jihad …. 

 

RANA: In fact, Imam FM broadcast 25 hours of lectures during 

the holy month of Ramadan.  A listener reported this to the broadcast regulator, Ofcom, and 

around a month later, Imam FM was stripped of its licence and taken off air.  Looking 

through Ofcom’s records, we’ve found a list of breaches by Urdu media operating in Britain. 

Some stations are repeat offenders and have been fined tens of thousands of pounds.  Ofcom 

say such breaches are small in number – last year only 2% involved crime, violence or hate 

speech.  One recent repeat offender is the Birmingham-based channel, Takbeer TV, which 

has been investigated for its coverage of one of the most controversial issues in Pakistan in 

recent years. 

 

ACTUALITY OF FACETIME 
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RANA: Hello? 

 

TASEER: Hello, hi!  Can you guys hear me? 

 

RANA: Hi yes, we’ve got you now. 

 

TASEER: So this is fine, right?  You guys don’t need video? 

 

RANA: No, no, this is fine, so it’s for radio. 

 

TASEER: Okay, that’s fantastic.  I used to listen to the World 

Service all the time during my kidnapping, so I am a huge fan of you guys. 

 

RANA: Shabaz Taseer has certainly had an eventful life.  He 

spent four years in captivity after being seized by gunmen in 2011 in the Pakistani city of 

Lahore, a few months after his father had been murdered.  Shabaz’s father, Salman, was a 

high profile politician, the governor of the Punjab province.  A known reformer, he had gone 

to the defence of a Christian woman accused of blasphemy. 

  

TASEER:  My father was the first politician to stand up and take a 

case like this, of somebody accused of blasphemy.  So he said, we need to revisit these laws, 

these are draconian old laws that were put there … 

 

RANA: So that doesn’t sound like it should be very 

controversial.  Why did it become such a huge controversy?   

 

TASEER: Because I think it was a door for all these religious, 

fanatical, backward fundamentalist parties that were hidden in the background to take a step, 

and he was in a controversial position, but I didn’t think that it would lead to murder. 

 

RANA: But on the 4
th

 January 2011, Salman Taseer was 

assassinated by his own bodyguard – Mumtaz Qadri.  Qadri was tried and sentenced to death 

and was hanged in February last year.  It was a hugely controversial decision, as Qadri had 

developed a significant following who saw him as a defender of the faith. 
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ACTUALITY OF CROWDS IN PAKISTAN 

 

RANA: When he was buried, huge crowds of mourners took to 

the streets across Pakistan, and so worried were the Pakistani authorities about potential 

violence, that schools were closed and there was a media blackout across the country.  

In Britain, however, Takbeer TV in Birmingham aired its own special programme – a three 

hour marathon in which scholars and viewers discussed the death of Mumtaz Qadri.  

 

EXTRACT FROM TAKBEER TV 

 

RANA: The consensus was overwhelmingly supportive for the 

man who murdered Salman Taseer.  While presenters did stress that they were against 

murder, throughout the programme Qadri was hailed as a Shaheed or a martyr.  Ofcom 

received three complaints from viewers about the broadcast, and in July of this year, Takbeer 

TV was found to be in breach of its licence, after the regulator said the programme had the 

overwhelming effect of endorsing the murderous act carried out by Qadri.  The station said it 

does not advocate vigilantism or murder, but in its defence it said, ‘Differing political, 

religious or legal views, regardless of their nature, cannot be considered offensive,’ – and 

underlined the importance of freedom of expression.  So do they have a point?  Shabaz 

Taseer thinks not.  

 

TASEER:  It’s not freedom of speech to give a convicted 

murderer’s point of view airtime.  It’s not freedom of speech and there should be limitations 

to what you can do in freedom of speech.  If there is freedom of speech, why wasn’t there 

tolerance for Salman Taseer to have freedom of speech?  He was non-violent, he never 

threatened anyone, but they killed him in broad daylight.  And that point of view should have 

airtime?  Absolutely not.  Britain should do something about that.  

  

RANA: Ofcom’s final ruling on this case did not go as far as a 

fine, and Takbeer TV is still broadcasting, but Ofcom has invited the station’s management to 

discuss compliance procedures.  So when do programmes or press articles which propagate 

prejudice against minorities or support the actions of militant groups cross into the criminal 

realm?  And how easy is it to prosecute what is, after all, a free press?  It’s a question we put 

to Max Hill QC - the independent reviewer of terrorism legislation.  
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HILL:  I would say that the bar is high.  It’s appropriate that 

the bar is high, because the law in this area has to be particularly sensitive to the rights of 

individuals to say what they feel, even if the majority of the population would not agree with 

what they feel.  So the law is reaching into that area where what people are saying is so 

extreme that it actually breaks the criminal law.  That is a difficult boundary to identify for 

the law and for lawyers.  

 

RANA: Basically that’s defining where freedom of expression 

stops.  Do you think that’s clear enough? 

 

HILL:  Where there is confusion, I suggest, is the line between 

violent extremism, which is what I would call terrorism, and non-violent extremism, which is 

the margin of free speech, but not a criminal offence.  I’ll give you an example.  Two years 

ago, the Government, under the previous Prime Minister, indicated that they intended to 

criminalise non-violent extremism, and that is why we were told that a counter extremism bill 

was to go through Parliament.  That was in 2015.  Now in 2017, we find that there is to be no 

counter extremism bill.  In its place there is to be a commission for countering extremism.  

 

RANA: Do you think it’s the difficulty of definition which 

prevented it going through as a piece of legislation? 

 

HILL: Well, it’s not for me to second-guess why the 

Government may have moved away from legislation and gone into a commission, but how to 

define extremism was always going to be difficult.  

 

RANA: But could the regulators also do more? As we’ve 

heard, the monitoring of Urdu media – in fact, all media – can be patchy, sometimes 

dependent on the public to report problems or the media organisations to volunteer to be 

regulated in the first place.  In a statement, the Department for Digital Culture, Media and 

Sport told us: 

 

READER IN STUDIO: This Government is committed to tackling extremist 

content and hate speech in all its forms.  Print and broadcast media in the UK is subject to 
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READER IN STUDIO cont: independent regulation.  The Government will work 

with the appropriate regulators to tackle or remove extremist content and hate speech that 

breaches regulatory thresholds.  

 

RANA: There’s now a delicate balance between protecting the 

right to freedom of speech and protecting the public – the classic double-edged sword.  But 

for those people and communities who are at the sharp end of that sword, who are affected by 

harmful free speech, it can be a difficult compromise to accept.  Here’s Rafiq Hayat, from the 

British Ahmadi community.  

 

MUSIC 

 

HAYAT: What type of a society do we want to live in?  A 

society filled with hate and prejudice, where, you know, people have to fear their lives 

because people are allowed to say whatever they like?  And I think this is somebody, 

somewhere has to define what free speech actually means.  

 

 


