
At-a-glance: Best Picture nominees 

Print out our handy guide and keep it next to you during the ceremony. Surprise your party guests with your intimate
knowledge of this years movie contenders.

 

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 

What is it about? 
Two young men meet and fall in love while working as sheep
herders in Wyoming in 1963. At the end of the summer, the pair
return to their respective homes, where they marry and have
children. But as the years pass by, they are unable to deny the
depth of their feelings and a sporadic and tormented love affair
is played out across two decades. 

Who is in it? 
Australian actor Heath Ledger is nominated for a best actor
Oscar for his role as the emotionally repressed ranch hand, Ennis
Del Mar. Jake Gyllenhaal, of Donnie Darko fame, plays his lover Jack Twist. 

What is its Oscar form? 
Rave reviews and a slew of critics' awards have put Brokeback Mountain in pole position to win this year's
best film Oscar. More than 10 critical organisations, including those in New York, Los Angeles, Boston and
the Critics' Choice Circle named it best film. The love story also picked up best film and best director, for
Ang Lee, at the Golden Globes. 

What do the critics say? 
"Ang Lee's unmissable and unforgettable Brokeback Mountain hits you like a shot in the heart. It's a landmark
film and a triumph for Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, who bring deep reserves of feeling to this defiantly
erotic love story about two Wyoming ranch hands and the external and internal forces that drive them from
desire to denial." 
Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 

"Adapted by Larry McMurtry from a short story by E Annie Proulx, it's a self-consciously epic, superbly
acted, emotionally compelling and visually sumptuous love story that is infinitely deeper, richer and more
tender than its pre-release label as a 'gay western' might suggest." 
Sukhdev Sandhu, Daily Telegraph



GOOD NIGHT, AND GOOD LUCK 

What is it about? 
George Clooney's second directorial outing is a hymn to the
glory days of US television broadcasting. It centres on acclaimed
broadcaster Edward R Murrow and chronicles his on-air conflict
with Senator Joseph McCarthy, who spearheaded the communist
'witch-hunts' in 1950s America. 

Who is in it? 
Best actor nominee David Strathairn stars as Ed Murrow, leading
an ensemble cast which includes George Clooney, Robert
Downey Jr and Patricia Clarkson. 

What is its Oscar form? 
After an acclaimed debut at the Venice Film Festival, Good Night, and Good Luck was named best film by the
National Board of Review earlier this month. The black and white film has also picked up six Bafta film
nominations, including best film and best director for Clooney. 

What do the critics say? 
"Good Night, and Good Luck" couldn't be more unlikely, more unfashionable - or more compelling.
Everything about it - its look, its style, even its sound - stands in stark opposition to the trends of the
moment. Yet by sticking to events that are half a century old, it tells a story whose implications for today
are inescapable." 
Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times 

"The film is a passionate, thoughtful essay on power, truth-telling and responsibility. The title evokes
Murrow's trademark sign-off, and I can best sum up my own response by recalling the name of his flagship
program: See it now."
AO Scott, New York Times 

MUNICH 

What is it about? 
Munich is a fictional retelling of events following the 1972
Olympics in Munich, which saw 11 Israeli athletes murdered by
Palestinian militants. An Israeli patriot leads an undercover mission
to kill 11 men believed to have had a hand in the botched hostage
attempt in Munich. The action follows the five hit men, as they
become increasingly unsettled by the death and havoc that their
mission wreaks. 

Who is in it? 
Hulk star Eric Bana leads a cast including Geoffrey Rush, Bond
star Daniel Craig, Mathieu Kassovitz and Ciaran Hinds. Steven
Spielberg directs. 

What is its Oscar form? 
Critics in Washington DC and Kansas City both awarded Munich the best film award. Named as one of the
American Film Institute's 10 outstanding films of the year, critics have called it Spielberg's most politically
important work to date.  



What do the critics say? 
"A thought-provoking, highly charged inquiry into the political, moral and historical ramifications of terrorism
and the effort to combat this scourge."
Kirk Honeycutt, Hollywood Reporter

"Of all his political and historical works, this is by far the bravest. Spielberg has summoned all his colossal
cinematic talent for an act of courage. He has at least asked great questions. Nobody will love this film, but
nobody will forget it."
Neal Ascherson, The Observer 

CAPOTE 

What is it about? 
The film focuses on American author Truman Capote and his
unorthodox relationship with convicted murderers Perry Smith
and Dick Hickock whose crime was the subject of Capote's
best-selling book In Cold Blood. A study of the mixed motives
that drive modern-day journalism. 

Who is in it? 
Philip Seymour Hoffman stars as Truman Capote, in a role that
has reaped awards. Also starring Catherine Keener and Chris
Cooper. 

What is its Oscar form? 
Awarded the best film prize of 2005 by the National Society of Film Critics, Bennett Miller's debut film was
also named best first film by the New York Film Critics Circle, but failed to secure a Golden Globe
nomination. 

What do the critics say? 
"Acting doesn't get much better than Philip Seymour Hoffman's acid-etched - yet oddly poetic - portrait
of Truman Capote in Capote, an unsparing look at the ruthless ambition that drove the writer to create
the landmark 1965 nonfiction book In Cold Blood."
Lou Lumenick, New York Post 

"Capote honours its subject by doing just what Truman Capote did. It teases, fascinates, and haunts."
Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment Weekly 

CRASH 

What is it about? 
A group of disparate individuals living in Los Angeles are forced
to recognise their essential similarities, in Paul Haggis' ensemble
drama about racial intolerance in modern-day America. What
follows is 48 hours in the big city amid public violence and
bigotry, and private tragedy. 

Who's in it? 
The ensemble cast includes Thandie Newton and Don Cheadle,
alongside Sandra Bullock, Ryan Phillippe and Oscar nominee Matt
Dillon. 



What is its Oscar form? 
Named by the American Film Institute and the National Board of Review as one of the 10 best films of the
year, Crash picked up the best ensemble cast prize - the equivalent of the best film award - at the Screen
Actors Guild, marking it out as one to watch at the Oscars. 

What do the critics say? 
"It's the human drama, laced so poetically into its cultural context, that makes Crash such riveting viewing. 
And when, as happens on occasion, Haggis stretches credibility to breaking point or ladles on the pathos,
he is saved by his universally outstanding cast."
Simon Braund, Empire 

"Crash is hyper-articulate and often breathtakingly intelligent and always brazenly alive. I think it's easily
the strongest American film since Clint Eastwood's Mystic River, though it is not for the fainthearted." 
David Denby, The New Yorker 


