
 

Web layout masterclass with Chris Buckler, BBC News Correspondent 

and Dan Hurley, web expert 

 

Introduction 

- We know we have a great story. Our job today is to publish it online and 

make it look so good - your audience can’t wait to read it. 

 

- Online media is consumed differently from television, radio and print.    

How do you read a web page? 

- If you quickly skim and then move on then you’re just like most web users. 

Their eyes are constantly scanning for information and if they can’t find it 

in your page, they click elsewhere. 

 

- Choosing the right information and putting it in the right place is essential, 

so let’s start with some high tech planning! 

Story planning 

- Before you go near a computer you first need to work out the key points of 

your story.  

 

- Plan them out in order of their importance. 

 

- If you break your story up into small pieces it will be easier for your 

audience to digest. 

 

- Finally remember to plan for all the extra elements you are going to use 

on your page. Pictures, graphics, video or audio clips and links to other 

web pages all make your page more interesting. 

Page layout 

- By using this process of editing - it may feel like you’re removing a lot of 

content but sometimes putting less on screen is all you need to grab your 

user’s attention. 

 

- The next step is to start designing the look and layout of our page. 

 



- Overall it’s best to keep things simple.  

 

- Avoid complicated backgrounds and too many strong colours. 

 

Creating headlines 

- First of all we need a strong headline to grab the reader’s attention when 

they scan the screen. 

 

- Be creative - try to make the words intriguing and informative.  

 

- The font which you use for the headline should be the largest text on the 

page. It’s also an idea to make the font bold. 

 

- The same principles apply when creating sub-headlines. These are the 

other main signposts which you can use to guide the reader through your 

page.  

 

- These should be the same font as your main headline but you should use 

a smaller size. 

 

- Your aim is to make sure the audience gets an understanding of your 

story - even if they just scan the headlines on the page. 

Writing your story 

- It’s best to write your text in themed paragraphs.  

 

- Concentrate on making one point per paragraph and keep them short – 

no more than two sentences long. 

 

- You can highlight any really important lines of text by simply making the 

font bold.   

 

- Don’t overdo this  – just emphasise the parts which you think someone 

who scans your page needs to read. 

Page backgrounds 

- The background of the page is very important. It should be simple and not 

take the viewer’s attention away from your key messages. 

-  

- Many designers use a simple white background. It’s easy to view and 

makes the page content stand out. 



Writing style 

- It’s important that the words you use are easy to understand.  

 

- Try to write in a friendly conversational tone, like you’re telling the story to 

a friend. 

Screen layout 

- Once you have written your text it’s time to add the other items which will 

make your page even more interesting to readers.  

 

- At this stage you need to think about where these extra elements will 

appear on the screen. 

 

- The BBC News site is an example of a layout which works very well. 

 

- When you scan it quickly you can easily see what’s on offer. It’s well-

organised and very user-friendly, all very important elements of catching 

and holding your audience 

 

- Images and graphics are the simplest way to add content to your page. 

 

- Remember to include a caption with each image. When someone is 

scanning your page all they might see is this image and its caption – 

attract them with this and they might keep reading the rest of your page. 

 

- If you have recorded any video or audio clips it’s great to also add them to 

your page - but don’t make them too long! 

 

- Finally, adding links to other relevant web pages will add even more value 

to your page. 

Telling people about your page 

- All the page formatting we’ve done will make it easier for search engines 

to find your page. But you can also spread the word yourself. 

 

- If you are over 13, why not use social media to get the message out there 

to your friends and help them find your stories.  


