
 

Podcast masterclass with Chris Buckler, BBC News Correspondent 

Hello there, I’m Chris Buckler and I’m a news correspondent for the BBC.  In these 

programmes, I’m giving you the chance to meet some people who work in the media and 

also an opportunity to learn some of their programme making techniques. 

Today we’re looking at how you can make an audio podcast. 

Vinny Hurrell is a BBC radio producer and it’s part of his job to put together podcasts. Today 

he’s working with a team from The Wallace High School in Northern Ireland. 

Vinny Hurrell: Although it sounds very glamorous, a podcast is simply a name for a digital 

media file which can be downloaded from the internet. 

You don’t need lots of expensive gear to put one together and they’re a great way to 

produce your school reports. 

School reporter: What kit do we need? 

Vinny Hurrell: You’ll need something that can record audio, so a smartphone like this, or a 

computer. 

You’ll also need a microphone, some earphones or headphones and some recording and 

editing software but you can download this for free. 

School reporter: How good does the sound need to be? 

Vinny Hurrell: Well it needs to be clear when you’re using audio only, to get your message 

across. 

If the quality is poor then the listener will find it difficult to follow your story. 

But it isn’t really that difficult, even the simplest of equipment can record really good sound, 

but there are a few simple tips that can help you along the way… 

School reporter: Is the quality of my phone’s mic good enough to record speech with? 

Vinny Hurrell: Probably, it often depends on how noisy the background is. 

Smartphones can be very good at recording sound and you can always plug in an external 

microphone if you need to.  

So it’s best to experiment with your phone in different environments to find out what it’s like 

using different types of mic. 

If you’re using a laptop or a computer as a recorder, then it’s also a good idea to use an 

external mic. 



But to record the best quality sound it’s important that you’ve got the mic in the right place, 

so if you move the mic closer to the source of the sound, it will reduce the background noise 

and the voice quality will be a lot clearer. 

School reporter: How do we make sure we’re recording at the right level? 

Vinny Hurrell: That’s a good question, because if you record it too high a leve, it will be 

distorted, or if it’s too low it will be very hard to hear. 

Thankfully though, most devices control their recording level automatically and this usually 

works well. 

If you want to set it yourself, then use the meters on your software to visually check the 

levels. 

The general rule is keep out of the red high level area … once your audio has been distorted 

it cannot be recovered. 

School reporter: Is there any other way to check that this doesn’t happen? 

Vinny Hurrell: Yes. Use headphones or earphones to check the quality as you record. It’s 

also a good way to check that you’re actually recording something, it does happen and it has 

happened to me before, and you definitely want to avoid that. 

When you’re putting together your podcast, you’re probably going to need to record three 

different types of sound; interviews with contributors, links from your presenter and 

background sound and effects. 

So finding the right place to record an interview is obviously very important. 

So if you have a listen, what you hear through your ears is also what the microphone will 

hear. So if the background noise is too high then you won’t be able to hear what your 

interviewee is saying. 

So if it’s too noisy, you need to move somewhere quieter to do the interview. 

Background sound is important to help your listener understand where your story is taking 

place, so record it separately from your interview. 

You can then add a controlled amount of this sound to your interview when you’re editing. 

If you’re speaking to just one person, it’s better to keep the microphone close to whoever is 

speaking. 

If you have more than one guest it can sometimes work better to just place the mic in the 

middle. However don’t be afraid to experiment to see what works best with your equipment. 

So you’ll have to find somewhere that you can record your commentary as well and this will 

help link all the different parts of your report together. 

School reporter: Where would you suggest? 



Vinny Hurrell: Somewhere with lots of soft furnishings, that will soak up the sound waves 

and make it less echoey, so bathrooms are bad, bedrooms are good. 

So when you don’t have pictures, background audio really helps your listeners to the scene 

in their heads. 

With the right bit of background sound you can be on a busy high street or on a sandy beach. 

When you’re gathering your material, make a one minute recording of just the background 

sound in each of your locations. 

So record some sound effects. You’ll see the benefits of having these additional bits of 

sound when we start editing.   

There are many different software packages that edit audio. We don’t have time to describe 

how each one works but the principles will be the same for the application you are using. 

Once you have transferred all your material into your computer, the first thing to do is put it in 

order.  

Listen to everything and choose which bits you want to include in your final report. 

You can then start editing, removing and rearranging the sound clips, until you’re happy with 

the content. 

It’s then time to start the fine polish. 

So when you edit two different pieces of sound together, your ear will hear the change of 

sound quality at the join. 

It will sound more natural if you use your software to fade the first sound out while at the 

same time fading the second sound in. 

When you are editing together two sections of the same interview you will often hear the cut 

because the background sound will change. 

School reporter: Could it help to add some background sound? 

Vinny Hurrell: Yes, you can disguise this cut by overlaying some of the background sound 

that we recorded earlier. 

A few seconds of just background sound or appropriate effects can also allow your 

programme time to breathe and also gives your audience a chance to think about what 

they’ve just heard. 

School reporter: Could you also do this by adding music? 

Vinny Hurrell: Yes, music is a great way to create moods. Just be careful that it isn’t so loud 

that it stops the audience from hearing important words. 

And please don’t use any music unless you have the owner’s permission to post it online. If 

it’s for School Report, we recommend you only use music you have created yourself. 



Now all we need to do is convert our edited programme to an mp3 file and it’s ready to post 

on your school‘s website. 

And of course you’ll want lots of people to listen to your report so provided you’re over 13, 

why not use social media sites to let your friends know where to find your masterpiece? 

Podcasting in less than ten minutes – brilliant. So go grab a mic and have fun making some 

news. We’ll see you soon. 

 


