
 

Filming masterclass with Chris Buckler, BBC News Correspondent and 

John Anthony, cameraman 

 

Introduction 

- In these programmes we are introducing you to some people who work in 

the media and giving you the chance to learn some of their programme-

making techniques. 

 

- Today we’re on location to look at some of the shots and sequences that 

you might need to record your BBC News School Report. 

How to tell the story 

- We’re here on location to record the restoration of this historical old 

building.  Today it’s an art gallery but back in the 18th century it was built 

by Sir Richard Wallace – the same man who founded your school! 

 

- We’re going to look at the kind of shots we are going to need to tell this 

story so perhaps the best way is to tell the viewers exactly where we are. 

The wide shot 

- A wide angled shot is a great way to start your report. 

 

- It not only shows the audience where you are but it also gives them an 

idea of just what your story is about.  

 

- Remember to use a tripod to keep the camera steady when you are 

recording. It’s also a good idea to avoid unnecessary camera movement 

as this can be distracting to the viewer. 

General views and close-ups 

- General views or GV’s is the term used to describe the wide range of 

shots you can use to provide an overview of your story. 

 

- When you’re recording, you are the eyes and ears of your audience. 

 

- By capturing the right pictures and sound you can help them to get the 

most from your report. 



 

- Close-up shots add detail and are a great way to grab the viewer’s 

attention. They’re most effective when they are used to support what the 

audience hear on the soundtrack. 

 

- Be creative and record close-ups from different angles of view. 

Recording interviews 

- Most news reports rely on interviews to help tell the story. 

 

- As you will probably only want to use small sections from an interview in 

your finished report, it’s important to record them in a way that is going to 

allow you to edit them afterwards. 

 

- First set the camera up next to your reporter. Ask the guest to look at the 

reporter and not the camera throughout the interview. 

 

- Remember the importance of good quality sound so try to set up in as 

quiet a place as possible. 

 

- Frame a shot of the guest looking at the reporter. The picture will look 

better if you position the guest just off centre and allow them some room 

to look into. 

 

- If you are using a separate microphone, hold it as close to the guest as is 

practical. This will reduce the amount of background noise and make their 

voice as clear as possible. 

 

- The easiest way to check the quality of the sound you are recording is to 

plug a set of headphones or earphones into the camera. You will be able 

to check the sound you are recording is clear and distinct – and it’s also a 

good way to check that you are actually recording something! 

 

- As you record your interview, try to leave a pause between questions. 

This will make it easier to isolate individual answers when you are editing. 

Completing the package 

- When your main interview has been recorded then you can get set up for 

the rest of the shots which you’ll need to complete your package. 

 

- Keep your reporter and guest in the same positions and move the camera 

around beside the guest. From here you can quickly record some other 

shots which you will need when you start editing. 



 

- First frame a shot of your reporter looking at the guest. It will look better if 

this shot is the same size as the one which you have just recorded. 

 

- Make sure that the reporter and the guest are looking in the opposite 

direction on screen.  This helps the viewer to understand that they are 

looking at each other. 

 

- Now ask the reporter to repeat some of the questions. There’s no need for 

the guest to answer as we have already recorded this during the 

interview. 

 

- Next record a few of your presenter’s visual reactions to what the guest 

has said. Although it seems strange, this simple shot is the most effective 

way to edit a long interview answer.  

 

- Finally make the shot wider to include a shot over the shoulder of the 

guest speaking to the reporter. Record about 20 seconds of the guest 

speaking and the reporter listening. This works best when we can’t see 

the exact words which the guest is saying. 

 

- When we start to edit your story, you’ll see how valuable these extra shots 

can be. 

The piece to camera 

- One of the most useful shots in a news report is the piece to camera or 

the ptc. 

  

- By looking straight into the camera it feels as if the presenter is speaking 

directly to the viewer. 

 

- They are essentially the best way to tell your viewers important pieces of 

information.   

 

- Because you can see and hear the presenter at the same time you are 

reinforcing your message. 

 

- Use a piece to camera when you want to make the most impact. 

 

- And finally when we’re setting up all these shots, try and remember to 

make the background as appropriate to your story as possible.  

 



- Over the years many good shots have been ruined by unplanned 

distractions. 

And finally…. 

- That portfolio of shots and sequences can be used as building blocks to 

tell almost any story you plan to shoot for BBC News School Report. 

 

- So get practising - and keep enjoying.  


