
 

Editing masterclass with Chris Buckler, BBC News Correspondent and 

Nicky Swinson, BBC post-production editor 

Introduction 

- Editing video and audio is quite fun and can be quite easy once you 

understand the basics. 

 

- We are not looking at individual editing software but the principles we are 

talking about will work for most systems. 

Saving recordings 

- It’s a good idea to copy your files on to an external drive before we start 

editing. You wouldn’t want to lose all your hard work if a computer fails! 

 

- When your shots have been imported – it makes it easier to find them if 

you use a filing system. 

 

- You can create directories called bins which you can use to store similar 

types of shots - or clips as they tend to be called when we are editing. 

 

- For this report you have recorded three types of shots – interviews, pieces 

to camera and cutaways so we’ll just file clips in three bins using these 

headings. 

 

- You’ll probably also want to record some bits of commentary or voiceover 

as it’s sometimes called so we’ll also make a folder or bin for these. 

Editorial decisions 

- If you haven’t had the chance to review your shots – you can now look at 

each clip and decide which ones you want to include in your report. 

 

- Then using the script of your story as a guide – simply drag and drop each 

of your main clips onto the timeline in order to make a first assembly of 

your report. We’ll add all the extra detail shots in later.  

 

- Don’t worry about changing your mind – you can move clips about and 

add or delete clips on the timeline at any stage. that’s the joy of this type 

of editing!  

 



- You can now watch all your shots in order and you will know how long 

your story is. 

 

- Now comes the hard part – choosing which bits you want to keep and 

which bits you want to lose from your story. 

Editing clips 

- Just use your software to mark and remove any material that you think 

you don’t need. 

 

- Don’t be afraid to experiment – you can’t do any harm! 

 

- When you remove a clip like this - the original footage is still stored on the 

computer, you are not really deleting it – you are just removing it from this 

project’s timeline. You can add it back in at any time you like. 

 

- Most editing software will allow you to undo your previous action - so don’t 

be afraid to try different ways of doing things! 

 

- When your programme looks to be about the right duration then it’s time 

to add some fine-tuning. 

 

- I’ve taken a section from the middle of this interview but we are left with a 

picture that seems to jump – it just doesn’t look right. 

 

- You can fix this by using some of the extra shots which you recorded 

during the interview. 

 

- By dragging a listening shot, or cutaway, of the reporter over the picture 

jump and keeping the original sound, you can make this cut seem more 

natural. 

 

- It’s quite common to make several cuts like this when you edit an 

interview. 

 

- You can also use wide shots of the interview to hide any jump cuts. 

 

- Rather than looking at just the guest throughout the interview, you could 

replace some of the questions with a shot of your reporter asking that 

question. 

 

- This would be a good time to use some of the close-up shots we filed 

away earlier. 



 

- You can give the viewer more information by adding some close-up shots 

during an interview.  

 

- It’s best to only use shots that help illustrate what is being talked about at 

that point in the conversation. 

 

- At the moment the joins between all the clips are cuts but you could 

experiment with video transitions.   

 

- A fade in or out can make a picture join more gentle – but don’t overdo it! 

Most junctions will work best as cuts.  

Could you add the same transitions to the sound track? 

- You can and it’s very important to do so. The audience will hear the join 

between two different pieces of sound and although they might not know 

what exactly the problem is, they will know that it doesn’t sound right.  

 

- If you add fades to the start and the end of your audio clip, it will smooth 

out the joins and make it sound more natural. 

Recording sound 

- Earlier we mentioned the pieces of commentary that you will need to link 

the sections of your story together. 

 

- There are two ways to record this sound – you can either use your 

camera and microphone or you can plug a usb mic directly into your 

computer. 

 

- It’s best if this voice track has no background noise so record it in a quiet 

place. 

What else can we add to our report to complete the fine tune? 

- Adding music tracks is a great way to create moods. 

 

- However as most music is copyright we recommend that you only use 

music that you have created yourself for School Report. 

Adding graphics 

- You can use your software to create a graphics clip, like a name caption 

for your guest, then just drag and drop it where you want it to appear on 

screen. 



And finally…. 

- When your edited report looks and sounds great, all that’s left to do is to 

export it as a video file. 

 

- Then you are ready to share your story with the world. Well done! 

So there you are, with a bit of patience, some experimenting and a lot of fun, 

you’ll be creating great BBC News school Reports in no time at all. 


