
 
Camerawork and Sound Masterclass with Chris Buckler, BBC News 
Correspondent 
 
Hello – I’m Chris Buckler, I’m one of the BBC’s news correspondents. But it takes 
teamwork to bring you the news. For every journalist like me that you see standing in 
front of the camera, there’s a team of people working behind the scenes that the 
audience never see – all using their expertise to bring you the news. 
 
In these programmes I’ll be introducing you to some of those media professionals 
and giving you the chance to learn a few of their programme-making techniques. 
 
So let’s make some news. 
 
BBC cameraman John Anthony is working with a School Report team from Wallace 
High School in Northern Ireland. 
 
JOHN - Today we’re looking at some of the basic camera and sound techniques that 
you can use to make your School Reports look and sound great. 
 
We’re using a small digital camcorder, but the same principles apply no matter if 
you’re using a camcorder, smartphone, digital SLR or tablet computer. 
 
So let’s go shoot some pictures! 
 
TRIPODS 
 
So, when we’re shooting video, it’s important to for us to keep the camera as steady 
as possible. 
 
When you’re holding a camera in your hands it can be really hard to keep a steady 
shot – especially when you zoom in. Try it! 
 
When the camera wobbles, that movement will distract your viewers and that 
ultimately will take their attention away from your story. 
 
You’ll get much better results when using a tripod to support the camera. 
 
It doesn’t need to be anything too complex – a simple photographic tripod will 
provide that extra stability and allow you to move the camera around to get different 
shots. 
 
SCHOOL REPORTER – What do we do when we can’t to use a tripod? 
 
JOHN - Well put the camera on something firm like a table or if u can’t do that, get 
yourself against something solid and pull the camera as close to your body as 
possible you to limit the movement. 



 
CAMERA CONTROLS 
 
Most types of camera have three common controls – focus, exposure and white 
balance. Don’t worry – they sound more complicated than they actually are. 
 
SCHOOL REPORTER – Don’t most cameras set these automatically? 
 
JOHN – Yes they do – and for most of the time this will work very well. However it is 
useful to know how to change these settings if you need to. 
 
THE FOCUS 
 
To make sure that you are recording a clear picture you need to check that your 
camera is in focus. 
 
SCHOOL REPORTER - Sometimes that’s hard to do though, especially with such a 
small screen. 
 
JOHN - You can make it easier by zooming in to make your subject as large as 
possible in the frame. 
 
Check the picture is sharp by adjusting the focus control on the lens – and then 
zoom out again to your final shot before hitting record. 
 
It’s a good idea to do this for each shot of your story. 
 
THE EXPOSURE 
 
Does anyone know what we mean by setting the camera’s exposure? 
 
SCHOOL REPORTER – Isn’t it basically changing how light or dark the picture will 
be? 
 
JOHN - Yes – that’s it. When the camera is on automatic – it decides how much light 
it wants to make a good picture. 
 
But sometimes, say if you’re shooting against a bright light or a window – the camera 
can get the exposure wrong which result makes your subject too dark. 
 
You can get round this by either moving your subject away from the bright 
background or by manually adjusting your exposure so the brightness is right for the 
subject you want to feature. 
 
COLOUR BALANCE 
 
In automatic mode your camera will adjust its settings to make sure the picture it 
records is the correct colour. 
 
However under some lighting conditions this won’t always work. 



 
So, if the picture in your camera doesn’t look the right colour then, if possible, switch 
the camera to manual control, zoom into something white and press the colour white 
balance button – problem solved. 
 
RECORDING SOUND 
 
Our brain receives a lot of its information through our ears – so recording good 
quality audio is important if our audience are to get the most out of our story. 
 
For your news report you will typically need to record two different types of sound – 
people speaking and background atmosphere. 
 
Your camera’s microphone is great for recording background sound. But be careful 
when handling the camera as you can easily pick up unwanted noise by accidentally 
touching the microphone. 
 
Background sound is important because it subconsciously makes our pictures feel 
real. Take it away –you certainly notice the difference. 
 
Interviews and times when the presenter speaks to camera will probably sound 
better if you’re able to use a separate microphone.  
 
Because you are able to move the mic physically closer to the person speaking – 
you can reduce the amount of background noise and make the voice easier to hear. 
 
SCHOOL REPORTER –Is there an easy way to check the quality of the sound we 
are recording? 
 
JOHN – The best way is to plug a set of headphones or earphones into the camera. 
 
That way, you’ll be able to hear the audio you’re recording and make changes if 
necessary. It will also confirm that you are actually recording something! 
 
Finally, keep listening as you record and if an unplanned noise happens – you may 
need to try that again! 
 
CHRIS – Trust me, that kind of thing happens all the time. But hopefully you’ll get an 
opportunity to use those tips and techniques to put together your own School 
Reports. We’ll see you soon. Bye! 

 
 
 
 


