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AM: The Welsh says it would like to leave lockdown at the same 

time as England, but it’s been quotes: “A bit of a struggle, ” to get 

agreement and it’s now preparing its own possible measures. 

Labour’s Mark Drakeford, the First Minister of Wales joins me now. 

Mr Drakeford welcome. Can I ask you about those separate Welsh 

measures. What is Wales going to do potentially that England 

won’t? 

MD: Well, let me begin by just repeating what you said and more 

strong preference is that we agree a common set of measures 

right across the United Kingdom and we adopt a common 

timetable, so just as we went into lockdown on the same day and 

on the same terms we’ll come out of it in the same way. But we 

are preparing of course in Wales to make sure that when the time 

comes that it’s right to reopen our schools, we have a way of 

doing it; as we begin to increase the routine activity that the 

health service can carry out we’ve got a plan for that. We reopen 

work places carefully with the cooperation of our trade union 

colleagues. I want to do it on a UK basis and I still think that that’s 

what we can achieve. 

 

AM: You mention schools there as something that the Welsh 

government will announce itself. Can you give us any indication 

therefore as to your thinking about when schools in Wales can 

start to reopen? 

MD: Well, our advice from the trades unions and from the local 

education authorities is that it will need three weeks as a 

minimum from the point that we decide to do that when schools 

can reopen, so we are talking about the beginning of June there. 



2 
MARK DRAKEFORD AM, FIRST MINISTER OF WALES  

And we are thinking about ways in which we can bring young 

people with special educational needs back into education. We’re 

thinking about particular year groups, year six children in primary 

schools, children going up to secondary school this September. We 

know that that’s a right of passage. You do it with your classmates 

and yet you won’t have seen those friends for some weeks now, 

so could we bring those children back to school earlier than 

others? We’ve a bi-lingual education system here in Wales. 

Children who are learning through the medium of Welsh and who 

may not have Welsh spoken at home. Do we need to get those 

children back into education sooner? Those are  the sort of things 

that we are working on at the moment. 

 

AM: And what is your thinking about social distancing? Because 

talking to people who are working in schools right now, it’s going 

to be verging on the impossible to persuade you know, ebullient 

children to socially distance in a classroom. Are you going to limit 

the number of kids coming into schools at different times or 

different days, or ration schooling in some other way? 

MD: Well you certainly can’t have schools reopen as they did 

before and sustain social distancing. And you need social 

distancing for public health reasons, but you also need it in order 

to persuade parents and teachers that you are asking young 

people to come back into an environment that is safe for them. 

And that’s the other big piece of work we are doing at the 

moment. You can open anything you like but if people don’t think 

it’s safe to go there then they’ll vote with their feet, and there’s a 

huge amount of work for us to do to  make sure that as we begin 

to open up parts of the economy and society again we’ve a new 

set of rules in place that demonstrates to the population that 

we’ve thought carefully about it, that we’re doing these things in a 

way that meets the circumstances we are now in and that it is 

safe for them. To go back to school, to go back to work, to go 

back to the library, whatever it may be if we can’t demonstrate to 

people we’ve put that thinking in, in advance, can organise those 
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things in a way that gives you confidence about them we won’t 

succeed in what we’re trying to achieve. 

 

AM: Ultimately, these kids need to go back to school. The schools 

are of a certain size. Are we not going to have to simply expand 

the number of classrooms, expand the size of schools in a hurry in 

order to get British children, Welsh children, English children, 

Scottish children, educated? 

MD: Well I think of this in a phased way.  We’re not going to have 

all the children back in all the schools on the first day. We get 

those children in for whom we have the greatest priority to begin 

with. We monitor that carefully. We add more children in as we 

are confident that we can do that safely, and over time we will get 

back to something like the normal we were used to. 

 

AM: There’s a real problem about care homes in Wales. When are 

you going to announce the testing of all staff and residents in all 

care homes in Wales, because that is surely now essential? 

MD: Well, we are testing all care home staff and all care home 

residents where there is any Coronavirus in that home. 

 

AM: Sorry, I’m asking about all care  homes? 

MD: Yes. Well the advice we have from our Chief Medical Officer is 

that if there is no Coronavirus at all in a care home then testing all 

residents and all staff would not be the best use of the tests that 

we have available. So any care home where there is a case of 

Coronavirus everybody is being tested. Where there is no 

Coronavirus in circulation at all then the clinical case for doing that 

is not one that we have been advised to implement. 

 

AM: This is what I find very hard, if you mind me saying so, to 

understand. Because what we know is that across the country non 

symptomatic people with Covid-19 were sent, without testing, 

from hospitals into care homes where  they then passed it around. 

So we know that in care homes around the place there are people 
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who have Covid-19 but are not showing symptoms. Surely 

therefore if you’re going to stop this huge outbreak, and some of 

your colleagues have described it as being like wildfire in Welsh 

care homes, you’re going to have to test everybody going into 

care homes. 

MD: Well, I can give you and people in Wales an assurance as if 

we were to receive advice from those people who understand this 

in that clinical and scientific way that that is the right thing to do 

then that is the policy that we would adopt. But what we do is to 

follow the advice we have from those best placed to give it to us. 

We’ve changed our policy  on care testing, in testing in care 

homes to do more of it. We test everybody who leaves hospital 

and if you’re tested as positive you don’t go to a care home in 

Wales. If the advice were to change in future we would do more 

of it, but at the moment we follow the advice that we are given. 

 

AM: Well here’s the advice of Mario Kreft who’s Chair of Care 

Forum Wales. He says: “Admissions from hospitals have been a 

major factor in spreading the virus like wildfire in care homes.  

Those patients not displaying symptoms when they’re discharged 

later developed symptoms and infected other residents. The care 

home sector in the UK and Wales is almost seen as collateral 

damage.” Given that 40% of the deaths in Cardiff alone have been 

in care homes, how do you feel about that?  

MD: Well we are very concerned about care homes and I know 

Mario very well. He’s passionate about the work that he and his 

colleagues do as are we. It’s why we announced on Friday that we 

are giving £500 to every care home worker that carries out 

personal care in our care home sector here in Wales. 

 

AM: They might prefer tests. 

MD: And as we get the advice that we get from the people we 

have to rely on, our Chief Medical Officer, our Chief Scientific 

Advisors, what they tell us is the right thing to do is what we do in 
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Wales. And we’ve done that right through this and we’ll carry on 

doing that as the whole Coronavirus crisis continues to develop. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about testing generally. If there’s one thing 

we’ve learned from Matt Hancock’s perhaps rather reckless 

promise that he was going to get a hundred thousand tests a day 

done, is that by setting a big target you galvanise the whole 

system. Yet you have abandoned your target of 5,000 tests a day, 

wasn’t that a mistake? 

MD: No, it wasn’t a mistake. The feeling I had and the feeling I 

had reported to me from people in the frontline is that the number 

itself was  a distraction. We have been focused on the purpose 

and the point of the test. Carrying out tests without a purpose or a 

point is not a good use of the limited resources that we have. So 

we have been concentrating both on the number and there are 

more tests in Wales available every week, but on making sure that 

the tests we have are done in the right place for the right people, 

in the right way, that we learn something from it so that we can 

act on what we are learning and that’s, I think, how our policy on 

testing has developed and I think it’s been the right one here in 

Wales. 

 

AM: Another confusing issue for an awful lot of people is whether 

or not to wear face coverings or masks. What’s the Welsh 

government’s view at the moment? 

MD: Well people are doing it, whatever our view is. More and 

more people - you simply walk on the streets and you see people 

doing it. Our advice is that it is of marginal utility clinically but that 

in confidence terms people may well feel more willing to go out 

and to do things if they are wearing a non-medical face covering. 

Not a mask that ends up competing with the NHS for masks, but 

just simply covering  your face. I said to  you earlier Andrew, that 

we’re going to have to do things to persuade people that is safe 

for them to resume parts of what we previously normal activity. If 
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wearing a face mask is something that gives people that 

confidence we’ll certainly be prepared to look at that in Wales. 

 

Ends  


