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Today at the High Court in Glasgow Lord Hardie sentenced James 
McDonald and Raymond Anderson senior to life imprisonment after they 
were found guilty of the murder of Michael Lyons on the 6th December 
2006 at the premises know as Applerow Motors, Balmore Road, 
Glasgow.  The punishment part of the sentence was fixed at 35 years. 
 

Charge 1 

The theft of military equipment including firearms is a serious matter particularly 

when our armed forces are engaged in military operations including those in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. Without resetters there would be no market for such thefts. The 

sentence for this offence is 5 years imprisonment backdated to 5 March 2007. 

Charge 2 

Possession of 3 machine guns (McDonald) –5 years imprisonment. 

Possession of 1 machine gun (Anderson) – same as McDonald. 

Charge 3  

Possession of prohibited weapons or a prohibited weapon – 10 years imprisonment. 

Charge 4 

Possession of ammunition – 5 years imprisonment.  

If it had not been for the sentence that I am required by law to impose in respect of 

the murder conviction I would have made charges 2, 3 and 4 concurrent with each 

other but consecutive to charge 1. In other words the sentence for theses charges 

would have totalled 15 years but for the life sentence that I am about to pronounce. 

Charge 8 



I shall not impose a separate sentence in respect of charges 6 and 7 because it is 

part of the same incident resulting in the murder of Michael Lyons and I shall take 

these offences and charges 1 to 4 into account in fixing the punishment part that you 

must serve before you are eligible for parole. 

 

There is only one penalty for murder and that is life imprisonment. Life imprisonment 

means that you are liable to be detained in prison for life but if you are released on 

licence you will be on licence for the rest of your life. The effect of that is that if you 

commit an offence when you are on licence or otherwise breach the terms of your 

licence you may be recalled to prison to serve the remainder of your life sentence. 

Whether you are released on licence at any stage and, if so when, are matters for the 

Parole Board. However Parliament requires me to fix a period that you must serve 

before you may even apply for parole. That period is known as the punishment part 

of your life sentence. I want to make it clear that it does not mean that you will be 

released after you have served the punishment part. It simply means that you may 

not even apply to the Parole Board for it to consider the question of your release on 

licence until after the end of the punishment part.  

  

Mr Findlay in his closing remarks said that the jury would be entitled to think that this 

was a premeditated murder involving the use of firearms and that nothing in life got 

more serious than this apart from terrorist activity. Mr Prais described your action as 

a cold blooded and ultimately fatal attack. I respectively agree with these views. I 

would only add that it is a matter of extreme concern for society at large that 

organised criminals should have access to firearms. It is even more concerning that 

they are prepared to use them. Such activity cannot and will not be tolerated in our 

civilised society. Decent law abiding citizens are entitled to expect the court to 

remove you from society to afford them and their families the necessary protection 

from criminals such as you. That will not occur unless the public co-operates with the 

authorities in removing guns and gangsters from our streets. Failure to do so may 

result in death or injury to innocent people and those who stand by silently must bear 

some responsibility for such results. The court will do what it can to protect the public 

from you and your fellow criminals engaged in organised crime but the co-operation 

of the public is essential.   

 

In fixing the punishment part I take into account the seriousness of the offence 

represented by the circumstances amounting to a cold blooded premeditated 

assassination. I also take into account the other offences of which you have been 



convicted on this indictment. Accordingly I sentence you to life imprisonment to date 

from 5 March 2007 and fix the punishment part at 35 years”.    

  

 

 


