
Why you should vote against the EU Lisbon Treaty – and vote for a national 
referendum 
 
Do you want to give away even more powers to the EU? The Lisbon Treaty would 
transfer control of important decisions from people in Britain to unelected officials in 
Brussels.  
 
It would set up an EU President, and a single EU Foreign Minister.  
 
It would make it much harder for Britain to block bad EU laws that we disagree with 
– Britain’s power to block damaging EU laws would be cut by 30%. 
 
The Treaty would mean more rights for criminals. EU judges in the European Court 
would get sweeping new powers.  
 
They would get the power to make decisions on sensitive issues like what rights 
criminals should have, and how long we lock up our most dangerous criminals.  
 
The Treaty bans judges from giving any “disproportionate” prison sentences to 
criminals.  
 
But surely we should decide those sorts of things for ourselves in Britain? 
 
The Treaty would mean less control over immigration. As the Treaty grants 
substantial control to the EU over our immigration policy, EU judges would also gain 
new powers to determine the rights of migrants.  
 
This could lead to more rulings like the recent Chindamo case, in which the UK 
Government found itself powerless to deport the convicted murderer of school 
headmaster Philip Lawrence due to EU law. 
 
The Treaty doesn’t solve Europe’s problems with waste, fraud and corruption. The 
EU’s accounts haven't been signed off by its own accountants for the last 13 years in a 
row.  
 
The EU admits that it loses £1m every working day to fraud.  
 
Britain pays £10bn a year into the EU – that’s enough to cut council tax by half for 
everyone in Britain.  
 
But the Lisbon Treaty does nothing to stop our money being swallowed up by fraud 
and wasteful spending. 
 
The Treaty would be bad for jobs. The European Commission has admitted that its 
red tape and bureaucracy costs European businesses over €600bn a year.  
 
The Lisbon Treaty would allow it to interfere even more. It would be bad for jobs and 
our economy. 
 
The Treaty means even more unnecessary interference from Europe. 



Britain would give up its right of veto – our right to say no to the EU – in 60 new 
areas. We could be told what to do by the EU in all kinds of new fields – everything 
from increasing our electricity bills to telling us how we should run our National 
Health Service. Even seemingly non-political issues such as football could come 
under the EU's control – for example the Government could be forced to accept 
unpopular new proposals such as EU plans to impose transfer spending caps on 
Premiership football clubs. 
 
We were promised a referendum. In 2004, when the EU first proposed a 
“Constitutional Treaty”, the then Prime Minister Tony Blair decided that the resulting 
transfer of power from Britain to Brussels was so important that everyone should be 
allowed a vote on it in a national referendum. 
 
But before the vote was held in Britain, voters in France and Holland overwhelmingly 
rejected the EU Constitutional Treaty in their own referendums. 
 
Despite these ‘no’ votes, EU leaders were determined to push it through anyway – so 
they have just changed its name and reintroduced it in the form of the new “Lisbon 
Treaty.” 
 
Even the author of the Treaty, the former French President Valery Giscard d’Estaing, 
said: “All the earlier proposals will be in the new text, but will be hidden and 
disguised in some way”. 
 
If we sign up to the Treaty it will be irreversible. So surely we should be allowed our 
say first? 
 
Don’t let politicians treat us like fools – please vote for a national referendum and 
vote against the Treaty. 


