
“Electoral Reform Services (the ballot administration arm of the Electoral Reform 
Society) was commissioned by the ‘I Want A Referendum Campaign’ to carry out a 
referendum on the new European Union Treaty (the so-called “Lisbon Treaty”) 
 
The referendum was carried out in 10 geographically dispersed parliamentary 
constituencies (8 in England and 1 in Wales and 1 Scotland).  
 
The constituencies participating in the referendum were selected by the I Want A 
Referendum Campaign 
 
Packs were mailed to approximately 415,000 electors in these constituencies at the 
beginning of February and the final time for the receipt of ballot papers was 12 noon 
on Wednesday 27 February 2008. 
 
The ballot paper contains 2 questions on whether a referendum should be held and 
whether the Treaty should be approved.   
 
The wording for the questions is based on that used for a similar referendum in the 
Netherlands in 2005.  
 
In addition to the ballot paper the voting pack contained a leaflet setting out the case 
for/against a referendum written by the I Want A Referendum Campaign and the 
European Movement respectively. Equal space was given to each point of view.  
 
There was also a reply paid response envelope and a cover letter encouraging people 
to take part in the referendums. 
 
The entire process was controlled by ERS with all the printing, distribution, receipt 
and counting of ballot papers taking place in-house at the company’s offices in 
London.  
 
Ballot papers were sent to all electors on the open public electoral register in each 
constituency.  
 
Ballot papers were inserted into packs randomly and no record has been kept of which 
ballot paper was sent to each voter.  
 
Any adult living in the 10 constituencies who was not on the public register was able 
to contact ERS to have a ballot paper sent to them.  
 
ERS will provide the I Want A Referendum Campaign” with 2 results for each 
constituency.  
 
The main result will be for the public register electorate and a supplementary result 
will be given for those voters not on the public register who contacted ERS to get a 
ballot paper.” 


