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AM: India, as we’ve heard, is in a desperate state during its latest 

Coronavirus surge.  It has reported more than 400,000 new 

Coronavirus cases yesterday alone and efforts to vaccinate as 

many people as possible are being hampered by a shortage of 

vaccine supply. I spoke earlier this morning to Dr Ranjeev Ranjan 

who is Chief Advisor to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

and I asked him what it’s like where he is in Delhi.  

RR: At least every family there is someone or a distant relation, 

there is someone who is affected with Covid and you get the news 

of someone of maybe of a very high profile personality or 

someone or near and dear one’s dying of this Covid every day. So 

that’s really very painful. 

 

AM: So as a doctor what it’s actually like inside Indian hospitals at 

the moment? 

RR: Look, Indian doctors are now  - has been put on the wire and 

we have been working with whatever armaments we have right 

now. We are really short of the infrastructure right now and as 

you see the health scenario is not good because the Indian 

government used to spend very few percentage of  the GDP in the 

health sector. Though they have increased this year.  But I mean 

assuming there’s such a vast track India and enormous population 

of 1.4 billion, this much of – amount  of money is not sufficient to 

cater to the entire of the Indian 1.4 billion population. 

 

AM: And how far away from the peak do you think you are? 

RR: In a week or so we will be – we may reach peak because a 

study Dr Fauci who is the Medical Advisor to President Kovind, he 
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has said that India needs to completely lockdown for 15 days to 

contain this, to break this transmission chain. And I think hopefully 

the Indian government might be looking for that. 

 

AM: So in specific terms is it oxygen, is it vaccines, what exactly 

does Indian need now? 

RR: Look, as everybody in the world knows that we are the largest 

vaccine producer country in the world, but the thing is that we are  

a population of 1.4billion and for vaccinating – from a study only 

we had started the third  phrase of vaccination and we have 

already crossed around more than 15 Covaxin)?)  right now, and 

since the study we have started vaccine 18 plus age old. So 

vaccination is right now  - is the main armament which will save 

you from the severity of the disease, though many of the persons 

who have already vaccinated they are also contacting the disease 

but the severity is quite less in them, so the death rates  are very 

negligible or not at all in them. So our focus and the Indian 

government’s focus is to get maximum people vaccinated as soon 

as possible. 

 

AM: Dr Ranjan, thanks very much for talking to us and good luck.  

Ends  


