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AM: Adam Price, I hope you can hear me this time. 

AP: Yes, good morning.  

AM: Good morning.  

AP: Yeah, we often struggle in Wales to make our voice heard. 

AM: Well, you can be heard right now. And my first question to 

you was and is whether you accept that a policy of Welsh 

independence from England and membership of the EU, which is 

your policy, does mean a hard border down the Welsh-English 

border? 

AP: Well, no. We set out in our Independence Commission report, 

a 200-page document that we published just before Christmas, 

that our medium term objective would be for an independent 

Wales to become members of the European Free Trade 

Association.  The so-called Norway solution that we became very 

familiar with during the Brexit debate, which does provide us, 

Andrew, with that more frictionless access than we currently enjoy 

to the European Single Market. But it would also give us the 

flexibility and the autonomy to be able to maintain a single market 

on this island as well.  

 

AM: It may be 200 pages, and I’m sure it’s very interesting, but - 

AP: You haven’t read it, Andrew? 

AM: Not quite yet. It’ll be on my reading list this evening, I’m sure.  

AP: Simon Jenkins yesterday compared it to the Federalist Papers, 

of course, that you know… 

AM: Adam Price, it must be very, very clever if you’re going to 

persuade the EU to do something that absolutely nobody else in 

the world has been able to do, which is to operate the single 
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market with an open border to a non-single market country, which 

would be England in this case. 

AP: No, Andrew, as I just mentioned to you, our policy is actually 

to be members of the European Free Trade Association, which 

does allow a greater flexibility. That would be outside - 

AM: So you wouldn’t join the EU? 

AP: No, but we’d no - we are a pro-European party, and as a party 

it would be our longer term aspiration, but we accept that the 

medium term for the foreseeable future, the best solution for 

Wales would be to be members of EFTA. 

 

AM: Let’s turn to the economics of all this. The Institute for 

Government, a highly respected body, says: ‘Wales is the recipient 

of considerable sums from elsewhere in the UK. Increased taxes 

would be unavoidable if an independent Wales were to target 

current levels of spending. Are they wrong? 

AP: Well, they’re right to point to the fiscal gap of course. The fact 

that - and that’s a function, by the way, of the fact that the Welsh 

economy has not been able to realise its potential for generations, 

and as a result of that of course you get the economy is under-

performing, you don’t generate the tax revenue that you would if 

you were to realise that potential. Our positive message is that 

Wales has great economic potential. The problem is, Andrew, is 

that we’ve been locked in this unequal United Kingdom which 

concentrates wealth in one corner of the UK. It’s a problem for us 

in Wales, it’s a problem, by the way, for parts of the north of 

England and we’ve seen of course there’s even a movement for 

independence there, and who can blame them? 

 

AM: You say it’s unequal and many English voters might agree 

with that, because again, from the Institute of Government figures 

in 2018-19 the UK government spent £12,800 per person in 

England compared to £14,000 per person in Wales. That’s a nine 

per cent gap. And that means independence would require either 
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spending cuts or tax increases. Very straightforward question: 

which is it? 

AP: No, no. What independence requires, and indeed what Wales 

requires, Andrew, is to put us on a different economic trajectory 

rather than accepting a situation where almost one in three of our 

children are living in poverty in the 21st century. That is the bitter 

legacy from the Westminster government, which has never 

invested sufficiently in our communities. We’re not asking for 

charity, by the way, we’re asking for a fair share of investment in 

infrastructure, that most of the infrastructure investment has been 

concentrated in an already affluent south-east corner of the 

United Kingdom. Is it any wonder therefore, Andrew, that we’re 

not able to realise our potential in this unequal United Kingdom? 

 

AM: I noticed in the debate between Welsh leaders that you were 

noticeably friendly to Mark Drakeford, the Labour leader. If, as a 

result of this election, you have to go into - or you want to go into 

coalition with Labour in Wales, what is your price for that? Is your 

price a referendum or is it something else? 

AP: Well, we do politics slightly differently here in Wales. We can 

maintain friendly cordial relations even between leaders of 

different political parties. But we’ve been absolutely clear, Andrew, 

that Wales needs to be put on a different path. We’ve had 22 

years of a Labour-led administration, and sadly, particularly on the 

economy, we haven’t seen the progress that we need in our 

communities and we’ll only get that if we embrace political change 

which will then unlock the social and economic change that we 

require.  

 

AM: Adam Price, thanks so much for staying on doggedly despite 

our technical difficulties. Much appreciated.  

(ends) 

 

 


