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AM: And now I’m going to be talking to Willy Rennie, who is 

leader of the Liberal Democrats in Scotland in the last of the 

Scottish leader interviews ahead of these elections. Very, very 

important elections. Willy Rennie, thanks for joining us. You have 

said that you think there should never be another independence 

referendum. So I ask you again, your party has the word 

‘democrat’ in its title - for a democrat, for a democrat who wants 

an independent Scotland, what are they supposed to do? What is 

the democratic road through? 

WR: I think it’s very democratic. If I stand on a platform in an 

election campaign and say I don’t want another independence 

referendum, that’s exactly how I should vote, because that’s what 

the people have voted for before. That’s the essence of 

democracy. It would be bizarre if I did the opposite, so I’m not 

going to support it. And the reason why I don’t support another 

independence referendum, because we saw what it was like last 

time, the divisions within society went deep, and I don’t want it 

again. 

 

AM: I understand why you don’t want it. I’m just trying to work 

out what might happen next. It follows from what you’ve just said 

about being a democrat that if the SNP, aided by the Greens and 

Alba, win a majority in this parliament they have a democratic 

right to implement what they have always said they want to do, 

which is another independence referendum. If they win they have 

that right don’t they? 

WR: Isn’t that a depressing prospect? We’ve got the various 

factions of the nationalist movement arguing about the result of 

the election, which hasn’t even happened yet. Let’s focus on 



2 
WILLIE RENNIE 

actually what this election is about, and this is about whether we 

have a parliament that’s focused on independence, as they did 

want, or whether we want a parliament that’s focused on 

recovery. And this is important, Andrew, because I have got 

thousands of people who are waiting over a year for mental health 

treatment, and we’ve got record time drug deaths in Scotland, the 

highest for six years in a row. Across Europe it’s the highest. Now, 

I’m not going to stand by and have another debate on 

independence while my constituents are suffering. So that’s why 

I’m against another independence referendum. I know you love to 

talk about the hypothetical situations upon hypothetical, but 

forgive me, I am going to - I am going to focus on the issues that 

affect my constituents. The fact that Scottish education, which 

used to be one of the best in the world, is no longer that; people 

have lost out on massive opportunities. So let’s focus on that, 

Andrew. 

 

AM: Well, let’s focus on another big issue for your party. You were 

always the pro-EU party, you were the party for Europhiles. And 

now you have ditched, as a party, that policy. You’re no longer in 

favour of rejoining the EU. If you’re a pro-European, pro-EU Scot 

right now who wants to be back inside the EU, the answer is don’t 

vote Liberal Democrat any more, vote SNP. 

WR: I don’t think the nationalists have learnt one single lesson 

from the Brexit experience. Not one single one. We had divisions 

right across the country, we’ve seen problems with businesses 

trading across the European Union. We’ve seen the issues in 

Northern Ireland. And they’ve looked at that and said, ‘yeah, we 

want more of that.’ Well I think we should put the divisions of the 

past behind us. Of course I want to join the European Union. I 

want to be a member. We were the leading party across the 

United Kingdom against Brexit. We campaigned every single step 

of the way. But I accept that for the next five years we should 

focus on recovery. I accept that. 
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AM: You’re the leader of the Scottish Liberal Democrats, but the 

leader of the UK Liberal Democrats, Ed Davey, has been 

absolutely clear. He says, quotes, ‘we are not a rejoin party.’ So 

which is it? 

WR: Well, if you look at actually the debate that we had at 

Conference, it was crystal clear: they want to join the European 

Union, we’re very clear about that. But we have to persuade 

people - we have to follow the Conference. 

 

AM: I’m sorry but Ed Davey, on the 30th January 2020 and then 

again this year said, first of all, ‘our campaign to stop Brexit is 

over.’ And then he said, ‘we are not a rejoin party.’ He is leader of 

the Liberal Democrats. Which is it? 

WR: You need to be clear, you need to look at what the party’s 

policy actually is, and the party’s policy is clear: we want to 

persuade people over a period of time to join the European Union. 

We want to make sure we keep close, of course, in the meantime, 

so that we have good trading relationships so that people have 

the opportunities that we previously had with the European Union. 

But for the next five years I absolutely agree with Ed Davey, we 

need to focus on the recovery. Because thousands of people are 

on the verge of losing their jobs. That should be the priority - 

AM: So that is why you didn’t mention it at your conference 

speech, that is why you did not mention it in your conference 

speech at all? 

WR: I talk about Europe a lot, Andrew. I think you’ll find that I am 

a dedicated European. But the most important thing for the next 

five years is we put recovery first and the divisions of 

independence behind us.  

 

AM: Willie Rennie in Edinburgh, thanks very much indeed for 

joining us this morning. 

(ends) 


