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AM: Douglas Ross, the Leader of the Scottish Conservatives, 

wants to stop another independence referendum, and he joins me 

now from Glasgow. Mr Ross, welcome. Before we get to that can I 

ask you something about what you’ve said about Nicola Sturgeon? 

You said that she had broken the ministerial code and should 

therefore resign. I take it from that that you believe that if it turns 

out that Boris Johnson has broken the ministerial code he should 

resign. 

DR: Nicola Sturgeon was found to have misled MSPs in parliament 

by a cross-party committee of MSPs. But I think, as your earlier 

commentator said, there are currently three investigations under 

way in terms of what the prime minister has done and issues 

around that, and I think it’s right that we look to have serious 

questions answered on all of those points. 

 

AM: I’m just making the point. If he is found to have broken the  

ministerial code - and I’m using my words carefully - if he is found 

to have broken that code should he resign, yes or no? 

DR: Of course. I think people expect the highest standards of 

those in the highest office of the land, and that’s why I think 

people are looking at the investigations that are currently ongoing 

and waiting for the answers to be heard. 

 

AM: Very interesting. Has Brexit been good for Scotland? 

DR: I think Brexit has allowed us the opportunity here in Scotland 

to now have more than 2.8 million people vaccinated. Our 

outstanding NHS staff, British armed forces and volunteers have 

got these vital jabs in the arms at a far faster rate than clearly 



2 
DOUGLAS ROSS 

anywhere else in the European Union. I think people do see that 

as a route out of this pandemic and source of hope and optimism. 

 

AM: That’s a fair point. Has Brexit been good for the Scottish 

economy? 

DR: Well, we have certainly seen the biggest risk to the Scottish 

economy is another Scottish independence referendum, because 

Nicola Sturgeon has been unable - 

AM: What’s the answer to my question? 

DR: Well, I’m just saying Nicola Sturgeon has been unable to tell 

us what the Scottish currency would be, what the border would be 

between Scotland and England. We do 60 per cent of our trade 

with the rest of the United Kingdom, which is why it’s so important 

we remain a strong integral part of the United Kingdom. And all 

that is at risk in this election with the SNP, by the current polls, on 

course to get a majority. But there’s a way to stop that, and that’s 

by voting Scottish Conservative. 

 

AM: It depends how closely you listen to the Scottish 

Conservatives doesn’t it? Because in January you said the post-

Brexit trade deal presents - and I quote - ‘a sea of opportunity for 

Scottish fishermen.’ What’s happened to Scottish fishermen since 

then? 

DR: Well, there’s undoubtedly been serious challenges, and I think 

both the Scottish and the UK governments continue to try and 

resolve the issues with the added bureaucracy and the delays 

getting our excellent products out to the European Union. But I’ve 

been speaking to fisherman throughout this campaign and there 

have been improvements since January but there’s still some way 

to go. 

 

AM: It’s a bit more than serious problems. The Scottish Salmon 

Producers’ Organisation says that. Scottish salmon farmers have 

incurred losses of at least eleven million pounds - quotes: ‘as a 

direct result of the changes brought about by Brexit.’ 
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DR: Yes, and we are trying to resolve these issues. It’s absolutely 

right that we listen to the Scottish Salmon Producers’ Association, 

the White Fish Association, the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation. 

I’m working with all of these organisations to resolve the issues 

that are currently facing the industry. But we know there are 

better times ahead as more and more quota comes back to 

Scottish and UK fishermen rather than being tied into the hated 

Common Fisheries Policy.  

 

AM: If the SNP, alongside with Alba and the Greens, win a 

majority in the Scottish parliament, do they have a mandate for 

another referendum? 

DR: Well, I want to stop that. I want to stop that SNP majority. 

These polls are on a knife edge right now, and people know 

there’s a tried and tested way to stop that. Five years ago, pro-UK 

voters, anti-referendum voters united behind the Scottish 

Conservatives and we’re asking them to do the same at this 

crucial election to stop that division, to stop going back to the old 

arguments, and focus on Scotland’s recovery, because that’s a 

priority for people here right now. 

 

AM: I understand that’s what you want. None the less, the polls 

are pretty clear that the Unionists will not have a majority in this 

new parliament, and I ask you again, if the pro-independence side 

of the argument, which involves the Greens and Alba as well as 

the SNP, if they win a majority, as seems very likely, do they have 

a mandate to call for another referendum? 

DR: Andrew, I’m a proud Unionist. I never want another 

independence referendum separating families, businesses and 

communities all over again. And there’s a way to stop that, and 

we can stop that by pro-UK voters backing the Scottish 

Conservatives, particularly in their partyless vote on each ballot 

paper. 
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AM: Let me just ask you for a moment to address directly proud 

nationalists. What is their democratic route to independence, if 

you won’t have a referendum? Are you saying this election 

shouldn’t give them a mandate? What is their possible democratic 

route to getting what they want? 

DR: Well, I’ve spoken to nationalists in this campaign when we’ve 

been out and about across Scotland. People in favour of a second 

independence referendum are not in favour on Nicola Sturgeon’s 

timescale. The fact that we could potentially have another 

referendum within the next couple of years. Nicola Sturgeon has 

said she’d be campaigning for that during our recovery. So even 

pro-independence supporters are saying we cannot risk our 

recovery and put our rebuilding efforts on the line while the 

nationalists take us through another damaging, divisive 

independence referendum.  

 

AM: Some may be saying that, but you’re still not answering my 

question, which is a straightforward question: what is their 

democratic, ballot box route to independence? 

DR: Well, there is an opportunity at this election to focus on 

recovery, to focus on rebuilding - 

AM: Sorry, but that’s not an answer. I’m asking what is the route, 

the democratic route, to independence? 

DR: And I don’t think anyone would expect the leader of the 

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party to be suggesting that we 

should have another independence referendum. I don’t want that. 

I want to focus on education, raising our educational standards 

that have plummeted over the SNP’s 14 years in power. I want to 

invest more in the NHS, I want to support businesses and protect 

jobs. That’s what we can do at this election if we get rid of the 

threat of another independence referendum. 

 

AM: Let me ask you an equine question. Boris Johnson said that 

wild horses wouldn’t stop him coming to Scotland during this 

election. Where is he? 
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DR: Well, the prime minister knows I’m leading the party here in 

Scotland. It’s Scottish Conservative and Unionist candidates that 

are on the ballot paper, not the prime minister. And it’s our 

manifesto that’s going forward to the people of Scotland in just a 

few days’ time. 

 

AM: The prime minister seems to be able to get around and about 

pretty easily. He’s been to Hartlepool, he’s been to 

Wolverhampton, he’s been to Wrexham in Wales, but he hasn’t 

been to Scotland. Wild horses are winning as far as he’s 

concerned. Can I put it to you the reason that he hasn’t been to 

Scotland is that you don’t want him in Scotland because you think 

he’s a liability there? 

DR: Well, the reason he’s not been to Scotland is because I’m 

leading the campaign here in Scotland. I’m the one taking the 

fight to the SNP to try and get the next Scottish parliament laser-

focused on our recovery and rebuilding, to try and ensure that we 

see the investment in our NHS and our police service, in our 

education system. All these things that are under threat at the 

moment, we can actually have a parliament focused on these 

issues if we can stop a second SNP majority and a second 

independence referendum. 

 

AM: Let’s see what happens. Douglas Ross, thanks very much 

indeed for talking to us. 

(ends) 

 


