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AM: I’m joined now from Salford by the Shadow Foreign Secretary 

Lisa Nandy. Lisa Nandy, a big political and moral choice: should 

we pause or halt the vaccination of young people in Britain who 

are under very, very little risk of hospitalisation with coronavirus in 

order to release vaccines for people who would otherwise die in 

India? 

LN: Well, we’ve made really good progress with the vaccination 

scheme here. It’s been an amazing rollout. But we’re not done 

yet, and I think you just heard from professor Openshaw that we 

need not to let our guard down. We haven’t defeated this virus in 

Britain yet and we need to keep up the momentum with that 

vaccination programme. This is a question that is really personal 

to me. I just found out last night that a close family member in 

India is in hospital with covid, and I’ve got family members here in 

the UK who are deeply affected by covid as well. My answer to 

that, Andrew, would be let’s not pit the people of Britain against 

the people of India. We need to keep up the progress that we’ve 

made with rolling out the vaccination programme here and we 

need to dramatically ramp up supply and manufacturing across 

the world. That’s not just the case in India, although India is a 

particular issue for the world because of the size and severity of 

what we’re seeing. It’s also the case in other countries in the 

global south, in the refugee camps, and that’s why I completely 

support what Professor Openshaw was saying. We need a global 

agreement in order to make sure that we get on the front foot 

about this and get the vaccination to every corner of the globe. 

 

AM: I’m sorry to hear about your family, but that’s not quite an 

answer to the really difficult question, which is do we pause 
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vaccinations here for young people who are not going to be 

hospitalised or become seriously ill in order to release vaccines 

into India? Professor Openshaw also said he thought we could 

release 120 million vaccines in due course for India. You know, 

given our success shouldn’t we be doing that? 

LN: So, to answer your question directly, no I don’t think that we 

should pause the vaccination programme here. I think nowhere is 

safe until everywhere is safe, but that includes the United 

Kingdom as well. He’s right, though, to say that the UK has 

ordered more vaccinations than we need and there will be surplus 

doses that we can make available to India in due course and we 

should obviously try and do that as soon as possible. The United 

States, for example, has just identified 60 million doses of the 

AstraZeneca vaccine that they believe could be made available to 

the rest of the world, including India. And we should do that 

through a global agreement. We are the hosts of the G7 this year 

and we should step up, show leadership and press ahead with that 

global agreement to address every aspect of the barriers to 

getting the vaccine out that currently exist. 

 

AM: The crucial thing in what you just said there is the future 

tense, ‘there will be surplus doses.’ But we both know that India 

needs the vaccines right now. At the very least there are five 

million or more vaccines on order from India still in India from the 

factory. At the very least. Should we leave those vaccines in India 

as Professor Openshaw suggested to help people there rather 

than bringing them home here? 

LN: Well, as I understand it the Indian government hasn’t yet 

requested that we do that. I think he’s right to say there ought to 

be a negotiation about how quickly we can make sure that we get 

vaccines to people in other parts of the world that are 

experiencing crises, because if we don’t this will also come back to 

us here in the UK as well as being a huge moral question about 

the support that we provide to countries like India, who’ve been 
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great friends to us, who made the paracetamol exports available 

to us very quickly when we requested it a year ago.  

 

AM: You think perhaps we should be doing something as generous 

for them now? 

LN: Well, I think we should be doing far, far more. We certainly 

could be providing more of the equipment that is needed. We’re 

world experts in genomic sequencing, we can track and map this 

virus. We should be making that capacity available to India. It will 

help them right now, but it will also help us, so absolutely we 

should step up and do more. 

 

AM: Do you think we are now on course for the end of all legal 

restrictions on June 21st? 

LN: I’m not sure, to be honest. I think it depends how the next 

few months play out. I think it depends whether people can 

continue to be cautious, to follow the rules. The evidence I’ve 

seen so far is that people are, despite a few well-documented case 

in the papers or on social media of people going absolutely crazy 

once we’re allowed back to the pubs, most people I think have 

been quite careful and I will just urge people to do that. This has 

got to be the last lockdown. We can’t have more of this. 

 

AM: So 17th May, in less than three weeks’ time, people are 

supposed to be able to go on holiday. Are you happy for that 

happen? 

LN: Well, if the scientists think that it’s safe, then yes, of course 

we would support that.  

AM: Well.. scientists say it is safe, so it’s a political question isn’t 

it? 

LN: Yeah, and we’re very much with the government on this. You 

know, once we can start getting back to normal if the scientists 

say it’s safe to do so, we should do so. I would just sound a note 

of caution to people that although we may be able to travel again, 

and as the first ever Shadow Foreign Secretary never to leave 
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Wigan, I’m quite looking forward to being able to go on a few 

trips. But the truth is that it’s going to be quite complicated for a 

long time. The government is saying that the rules can change at 

fairly short notice. You may be required to quarantine, you may 

have to shell out large sums of money for hotel bills as a 

consequence, so I think people need to be careful m about this 

and need to do the research. I certainly haven’t booked a foreign 

holiday for this summer. I won’t be taking one at the moment. I 

think especially given what we’ve just been talking about in India, 

I think there is reason to proceed but to proceed with caution. 

 

AM: Do you think that moving from the mandatory 10 days of 

isolation to lateral flow tests is something that should happen? 

LN: I think the evidence is mixed about how well the lateral flow 

tests can pick up the virus. They’re obviously a helpful tool in 

terms of helping us to be able to unlock more quickly, but you 

know, I defer to Professor Openshaw on that question. 

 

AM: If you have a bad or disappointing day on Thursday in these 

local elections, how much do you think that’s because your leader 

has been doing photo opportunities around wallpaper stalls rather 

than talking to people about what really matters to them? 

LN: Well, look, I don’t think it’s anything to do with that. That was 

a light-hearted moment on what has been a gruelling campaign. 

Unlike Boris Johnson, Keir Starmer has been out around the 

country talking to people, listening to people, fighting for every 

vote and not taking them for granted. 

 

AM So has Boris Johnson. He’s been out around most of the 

country very vigorously. 

LN: Well, you’ve just been asking Douglas Ross why he wasn’t in 

Scotland. You know, we’re  not shying away from the electorate in 

this campaign, because we know we’ve got to earn back people’s 

trust. I think things are shifting, if I’m honest. I can feel the mood 

shifting slightly. It doesn’t certainly feel like December 2019, 
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which was the worst election I can remember having to fight. This 

election it feels like people have realised that Labour is under new 

management, they are angry with the Tory government that 

believes the rules aren’t for them. But whether this … these are 

difficult elections for us, we’re not expecting miracles on Thursday 

night. But we’re going to carry on making the case. 

 

AM: Let’s talk, if we might, about policy. The Royal College of 

Nursing wants a 12 per cent increase. What do you think they 

should get? I’m asking for a clear answer. 

LN: Yeah, well, at the very minimum they should get what they 

were promised. They were promised a real terms pay rise. We 

think the government - 

AM: Two and a half per cent. 

LN: Yeah, and that was written into legislation. The government 

wanted to make such a big deal about the fact that they had the 

backs of people who have kept us going in this pandemic that the 

legislated for it and then they broke their promise. 

 

AM: Maybe this is why some of your voters feel that under new 

management Labour isn’t really on their side. John McDonnell, 

Diana Abbott, Rebecca Long-Bailey have all been able to say yes, 

nurses deserve their 12 per cent pay rise, but as Shadow Foreign 

Secretary you can’t agree with that. 

LN: Well, there’s different views in the nursing profession. What 

we believe is that nurses should get two things. First of all, what 

they’re owed and anything extra that the government is prepared 

to negotiate with them in order to raise nurses’ pay after what has 

been a very, very difficult year. But we also believe that there 

should be - I’m sorry, we also believe that they should have what 

nurses in my constituency when I met with them a few weeks ago 

asked me for, which is the tools to do the job. They’ve had 11 

years of underfunding for the National Health Service. The recent 

rises don’t make up in any way for the amount of money that has 

been taken out of the National Health Service, and they are going 
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to work without the ability to do the jobs that they want to do 

because of that. Under serious strain, mental health problems, so 

we want to make sure that they get both, and we are absolutely 

on their side, as is the rest of the country, unlike this Tory 

government.  

 

AM: Alright, Lisa Nandy, thanks for talking to us this morning.  

(ends) 

  


