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AM: Mr Raab, let’s start by talking about those restrictions and I’m 

choosing my words very carefully, are you sure that all legal 

restrictions will end  on June 21st? 

DR: Well we’ve said that it will be evidence driven. They won’t end 

if you’re talking about the 4th step of the roadmap? 

AM: I am. 

DR: They won’t end before then  and we’re going to be evidence 

driven, but that’s the aim and I think the progress that we’ve 

made with the vaccine, over 34 million first doses have been 

dispensed. That’s 60 percent of the adult population on track to 

hit the end of July target, I think we’re in a good position, but you 

know, we’ve got to keep track on the variants and keep tracking 

the evidence.    

 

AM: Do you think it’s safe now to replace the 10 day isolation with 

lateral flow tests? 

DR: Well we haven’t said that we’re going to do that. What we’re 

looking at is the process where as we move forward, and it could 

be at the third step on the 17th of May or it could be later, we’d 

like to see if the option worked on having daily tests for 7 days so 

that someone that doesn’t have symptoms can get back to work 

or whatever it may be. So that’s something we’re looking at. It’s 

got to be able to be done safely. 

 

AM: When are people watching this programme going to know 

which countries they can go on holiday to? Later this week? 
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DR: Well we said that we’d make the changes on the 17th of May 

and we’d set out the details of the new system which is a traffic 

light system before then, so it’s coming shortly. 

 

AM: Are we planning to vaccinate school children? 

DR: It’s no something we’ve made a decision on. What we are 

doing as we come through step  3 and step 4 and with the 

positive progress we’ve made, looking at what extra safeguards, 

caveats need to be put in place and also looking at once we’ve 

done cohorts one to nine which are the adult population and the 

most vulnerable, what we might do then. Because we want to get 

to a position at the end of June when we can get life back as close 

to normal as possible, but there’ll need to be some safeguards in 

place. That’s one of the tools that we’ll look at, or one of the 

options that we’ll look at but no decision  has been made. 

 

AM: What kind of safeguards will stay in place? 

DR: I don’t want to prejudge it. We’ll look at the things in the 

round. It would be – particularly I think it’ll be around distancing. 

Maybe they’ll be something around masks, but I don’t really want 

to prejudge.  Those are just some of the options. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about the really difficult political and moral 

choice I was talking to Lisa Nandy about. India desperately needs 

specifically vaccines right now to save people’s lives. We are about 

to vaccinate large numbers of people who because of their age 

are not seriously at risk from hospitalisation, still less death. 

Should we not be releasing those vaccines to help India now? 

DR: Well we’re talking with the Indians. I spoke to Jaishankar, 

Foreign Minister Jaishankar about a week ago. I’m seeing him in 

person tomorrow. We’ll always look very carefully at any requests 

we’ve got. We’ve provided oxygen concentrator, ventilators, 

oxygen generators and in terms of vaccines they have their 

contracted supply.  
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AM: They need more. 

DR: I haven’t had a request I can tell you on that specifically. 

What we are doing, obviously we’ve invested in AstraZeneca, the 

research has provided a huge boom to the world, because you 

have a safe reliable vaccines which is globally in demand.   We’ve 

also secured a billion doses via Covax, which is – and this really 

important – the international global mechanism for getting the 

vaccines to the poorest and most vulnerable.  That’s a billion 

doses the UK has secured. We’ve shown our leadership on the 

world stage with that. 

 

AM: But I come back to the very specific and very urgent question 

of vaccines in India. If you are asked for vaccines, and we must 

remember we’ve got five million on order made in India still in 

India, are we going to help the Indians or not? 

DR: Well, I’m not going to speculation on hypothetical scenarios 

but I’m very closely engaged with Foreign Minister Jaishankar. The 

Indian relationship is very important to us and we’d obviously 

want to cooperate very closely together. You know, right 

throughout this crisis we have said we need to keep supply chains, 

particularly supply chains open, and we ought to resolve these 

kind of issues through collaboration and that is certainly what 

we’re doing with the Indians.  

 

AM: Let’s turn to something else. Northern Ireland where politics 

is in a very parlous state as we know at the moment. Back in 2018 

Boris Johnson told the DUP Conference, and I’m quoting him: 

“Regulatory checks and even customs controls between Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland would be damaging to the fabric of 

the Union. No British government could, or should, sign up to 

anything of the kind.” Arlene Foster believed him.  She was wrong 

to believe him, wasn’t she? 

DR: No, the Prime Minister has done everything in his power and 

we’ve delivered in the Northern Ireland Protocol an arrangement 

which should, depending on the way it’s implemented, safeguard 
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all of those equities. The issue that we’ve got at the moment 

Andrew is about the way and the manner with which it’s delivered. 

So  we, and through the Joint Committee and the work that 

Brandon Lewis and Lord Frost are doing and Michael Gove has 

been doing, we want to make sure we get a practical approach to 

some of these challenges which respects all sides. And at the 

moment there is clearly an issue with it and a challenge with it but 

we’re trying to do the smart thing to do, the sensible thing to do is 

work that through with the Europeans and the Irish through the 

Joint Committee. 

 

AM: But you, I mean not you literally perhaps, but you as the 

government signed the Protocol and the Withdrawal Agreement 

which includes nearly 300 different regulations on Northern 

Ireland’s behalf which require checks of different kinds. 300 

different kinds of regulation. I’ve got some of them here. But they 

require physical checks. So you must have known, as the 

government, there would have to be a border in the Irish Sea. 

DR: Well no, because it also – the Northern Ireland Protocol also 

sets out that the integrity of the single market and in various 

different ways trade facilitations between GB and Northern Ireland 

will be respected and promoted. And there’s various chapters and 

sections on that and the question that we’ve got to work through 

with our European partners and with Ireland is the best way to 

make those work in practice. And we believe that there’s a win-

win here to remove that friction if you rely on the smart 

technology that we’ve got and you take a pragmatic approach. But 

we’ve got to see that approach, that pragmatic approach on both 

sides. 

 

AM: I’m just coming back to what  you signed. Article 12 of the 

Agreement you’ve been quoting says: “The authorities of the 

United Kingdom shall be responsible for implementing and 

applying provisions of EU law made applicable by this Protocol to 

and in the United Kingdom in respect of Northern Ireland.” We 
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have signed up to EU law when it comes to those regulations.  As 

I say 300 regulations about everything from sausages to different 

kinds of animals and food and all the rest of it. We signed it. We 

know there have to be checks. 

DR: Sorry, you pointed  to one section. 

AM: That was an Article that you’ve signed and agreed. 

DR: I know but the way any contract or treaty works is that you’ve 

got a whole series of provisions and there are also safeguard 

provisions to protect Northern Ireland within the customs area of 

the UK, to protect the trade between GB and Northern Ireland and 

what we’re saying is that those safeguards and the facilitations to 

ease the frictions, to have intelligence led and smart checks and 

they can be done digitally or otherwise, depends what we’re 

talking about,  those need to be worked. So with any deal you 

have to look not just at the black letter provisions, and there’ll be 

some that relate to the ones that you’ve read out but there are 

also others that talk about smoothing the trade between GB and 

Northern Ireland. And it’s the way  you deal with it in practice. 

The implementation that matters. 

 

AM: You talk about smoothing and those bits of the Agreement. 

Article Six, which is one of those, talks about ‘best endeavours.’ 

And that’s what you’re asking the EU to use. Your best endeavours 

to make this a smooth as possible.  But it says: “Best endeavours, 

in accordance with applicable legislation and taking into account 

the regulatory regimes of the EU.”  So again we have agreed that 

those checks need to happen and we’ve promised, or you 

promised, as the government, you promised that there would be 

no checks. People in Northern Ireland heard the government, 

heard the Prime Minister saying no checks and there are checks. 

That’s why they’re cross.  

DR: Well there’s a difference between having controls  and having 

physical checks and the balance that you have, for example at the 

Port of Larne, just to give one example between you checking 

every consignment or do you take an intelligence led which means 
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that you check just some of them.  They are already and there 

have seen some previously checks at the Port of Larne. So it’s 

about the additional burden.  

 

AM: I don’t want to interrupt you but let’s just remind ourselves 

what the Prime Minister said in the House of Commons about this 

when he was asked by Geoffrey Donaldson.  

 

(clip, Prime Minister’s Questions, 22nd January) 

DONALDSON  

As we approach the moment when we leave the European Union 

the Prime Minister will be aware of concerns in Northern Ireland, 

and we welcome his assurance that there will continue to be 

unfettered access for Northern Ireland businesses to the UK single 

market. But does that commitment also apply to goods moving 

from Great Britain to Northern Ireland?  

JOHNSON 

Emphatically, Mr Speaker, it does. (end of clip) 

 

AM: And the truth is you have not delivered on that promise. 

DR: Well, as that shows the scrutiny in the Parliamentary Debate, 

it was clear at the time there were different –  

AM: But the answer was clear as well. 

DR: So Andrew, no, no no. There are tensions clearly in the 

Northern Ireland Protocol between protecting the integrity of the 

single market which the Europeans want and we understand that, 

and protecting the integrity of the market between GB and 

Northern Ireland.  And the question is how that is reconciled in 

practice. And we’ve said look, let’s use all the technology at our 

disposals, let’s have a smart intelligence led approach to these 

checks which is done at most of the modern borders around the 

world and take a pragmatic approach through the Northern 

Ireland Protocol Joint Committee. What we’d hoped, I think it’s  

fair to say and we still hope, is that as we turn the page on Brexit 
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with our EU partners they will take a similarly pragmatic approach 

and that is still what we’re striving for. 

 

AM: Nonetheless, people on the ground in Northern Ireland 

thought there were going to be checks. There are checks and 

people were promised there wouldn’t be checks.  Geoffrey 

Donaldson says: “The Prime Minister needs to recognise that part 

of the problem is that Unionists in Northern Ireland feel betrayed. 

They feel let down. They feel they have had something imposed 

upon them that runs contrary to the principles of consent at the 

heart of the  Good Friday Agreement.” That’s how they feel. 

DR: Look, I resigned as Brexit Secretary precisely because I didn’t 

think as well as the backstop that the Northern Ireland 

arrangements that we went and we’re able to change in many 

material respects were good enough. I understand  this precisely.   

 

AM: And they’re still not, are they? 

DR: Look, as I said, there has always been written into the 

Northern Ireland Protocol, the tension between these two issues. 

One, the integrity of the single market rules, we understand the 

EU equities and the other one the integrity of the single market 

between Northern Ireland and Great Britain. The question really is 

can we work together pragmatically in the Joint Committee to get 

a win-win? We’re still pushing for that. I still believe it’s 

achievable. 

 

AM: All right, let’s turn to the issue of the Prime Minister’s flat. 

Douglas Ross, Leader of the Scottish Conservatives just told me 

that if the Electoral Commission found that he had broken the law, 

he should resign. Do you agree with that? 

DR: The one thing I’m not going to do is speculate on what the 

outcome of the various different reviews are. The Prime Minister 

has been clear he covered the costs, he’s been clear he’s followed 

the Codes of Conduct, he’s had official advice –  
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AM: But obviously if he’s broken the law he should resign. 

Obviously. 

DR: Why? Andrew, you’re giving hypothetical speculation on three 

reviews. The reason that we’ve got those reviews  - 

AM: All right. 

DR: No, hold on. The Prime Minister takes these very seriously. I 

think the right thing for me to do is to respect the integrity of 

those reviews and let them run their course, rather than 

commenting about what may or may not be found at the end of 

them.  

 

AM: Well Douglas Ross can answer is. 

DR: He can take the decisions...  

AM: Let me ask you an even simpler question. Do you have 

complete faith in the Electoral  Commission? 

DR: Look, I think it’s in complete faith. Look I trust it to look at 

these things the right way. 

AM: You do trust it? 

DR: Yes. 

AM; That’s good, that’s important. Let’s turn to Nazanine Zaghari-

Ratcliffe, one of the really big things. Is she being held a hostage? 

DR: Look, I think it’s very difficult to argue against that 

characterisation. I’ve said that before in the House of Commons. 

 

AM: So you think she is being held a hostage? 

DR: So first of all I spoke to Nazanine on Wednesday. We 

managed last year to secure her release on furlough. We’ve 

worked very hard to make sure that the ankle tag  is removed so 

she can go outside of her parent’s home and we’re obviously – I’m 

putting a huge amount of effort in securing her release and her 

return to her loved ones, particularly Richard and Gabriella. It is 

clear that she’s subjected to a cat and mouse game that the 

Iranians or certainly a part of the Iranian system engage with and 

they try and use her for leverage on the United Kingdom and the 

... (Andrew talking over)  
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AM: Which means that she is a hostage. Does the British 

government believe that she being held as a hostage? 

DR: I think it’s very difficult to argue against that characterisation.  

 

AM: I mean the reason I’m asking you, as you know I’m sure, is 

that her husband, Richard and the Foreign Affairs Select 

Committee say that what’s going on in Iran is a widespread 

practice of taking people effectively hostage for diplomatic and 

commercial reasons and we have to call this out as a government 

and describe it  for what it is. 

DR: Well I think that’s right at one level. I would just say my job, 

and we’ve got a wider context which is linked which is the JCPOA 

negotiations. We’re working with the US and the other powers to 

get Iran back to full compliance and if you like, the leverage that 

the Iranians try and use through detaining including Nazanin and 

our other British dual nationals, it’s clearly that takes place. I’m 

going to be very careful in those very sensitive, delicate 

negotiations that I don’t do anything which is counterproductive to 

the goal of releasing her release as soon as possible. And indeed, 

I should say, the release of the other dual nationals that we have 

in Evin Prison. 

 

AM: So in terms of Britain this all goes back to a debt for tanks 

under the Shah. 400 million pounds. International courts have 

agreed that  we actually owe that money.  That’s what all this is 

about. Why can’t we just pay the money? 

DR: It’s not solely about that and of course the –  

AM: It would help a lot if we paid it. 

DR: Well we’ve said – and I’ll be very clear – that debt is 

something that we want to have resolved and we’re committed to 

resolution. That is not actually the thing that is holding us up at 

the moment. It is the wider context, as we come up to the Iranian 

Presidential Elections  and the wider negotiations on the JCPO aid 

which inevitably from the Iranian perspective the two are 
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considered in tandem. But let’s also be clear about something 

else.   Nazanin is held unlawfully in my view, as a matter of 

international law. I think she’s been treated in the most abusive, 

tortuous way. I think it amounts to torture the way she’s been 

treated and there is a very clear, unequivocal obligation on the 

Iranians to release her and all of those who are being held as 

leverage immediately and without condition. And we call on Iran 

to step up and comply with its obligations. 

 

AM: You’re cutting the British contribution to UNICEF by sixty 

percent. Why? 

DR: Look, we’ve had to make some very difficult decisions 

because of the impact of Covid. We’ve got the biggest hit in our 

economy, contraction of our economy in 300 years. Budget deficit 

double what we saw in the 2008 and 9 financial crisis. But let’s 

also accept –  

AM: Do you accept this particular cut is going to hit some of the 

poorest people in the world, children who are in desperate need of 

clean water, education and  much else. 

DR: The individual programme budgets that you’re speculating 

and I’ve seen various comments in the newspaper have not been 

firmed up yet. What I would say is we’re still putting in 10 billion 

pounds, tax payers money, government money this year. We’re 

the third biggest G7 global donors in proportion of GDP and in 

terms of public health, which is what you’re talking about, 1.3 

billion going in this year. So we’re doing a huge amount. But 

inevitably Andrew viewers will be very surprised, giving the 

financial and economic hit if we weren’t looking in and around, not 

just at domestic departments for savings, but also in our Aid 

Budget. 

 

AM: But also these are things that we promised around the world. 

This is about our reputation in the world and some of the world’s 

poorest people. We promised this money and we’re not delivering. 
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DR: No, no, there’s nothing that we have legally committed to or 

made a formal commitment. We’re keeping all of those that we’re 

not following through on. We’re committing all of those 

obligations.  Just on the UNICEF one, because we’ve had this has 

been raised. Just remind people of the positives here.   We, of 

course invested in the AstraZeneca vaccine. Countries around the 

world are benefitting from that investment in the R&D. We’ve 

secured a billion doses for Covax. This is the UK contribution alone 

which is going to the most vulnerable countries around the world. 

Inevitably our global public health spend has been diverted to deal 

with the pandemic and of course we’ve got the financial pressures 

that of course every country is going through.    

 

ENDS  

 


