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AM: First of all do you accept that Brexit is not going to be 

reversed, that’s it, we’re out? 

JM: Yes, yes. We have to accept not just the referendum result, 

but the general election result. Now it’s a matter of making sure 

that we get the best deal we possibly can to protect jobs and the 

economy.  

 

AM: When you look at the papers and you hear the mood music 

coming out of number 10 at the moment, what do you think? 

JM: Sabre rattling.  

AM: You don’t believe it? 

JM: Well, it’s a bit puerile. This thing about where ambassadors 

sit, absolutely puerile. Let’s get on with the serious negotiations. 

Let’s look at the real issues. Don’t insult the intelligence of the 

people who voted for Brexit, because they voted to leave the 

European Union but they also voted as well, I think, to make sure 

that they protected their jobs and the economy as well. 

 

AM: But it does look as if, as it were, the old Labour hope for 

Brexit, that there would be alignment, we’d be very, very locked 

into European standards and regulations, that is not going to 

happen. 

JM: Well, the point that the Taoiseach made, the statements that 

Boris Johnson’s made whereby standards around environmental 

rights, consumer and employment, will be protected, contradict 

what he’s saying with regard to non-alignment, because all the 

European Union are asking for is that actually we all agree upon 

which there are protections. Of course, any country can go above 

those protections, but we need a baseline of protections. On the 
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one hand he’s saying there will be, on the other hand now he’s 

sort of sabre rattling saying that won’t happen in the negotiations.  

 

AM: There was a moment of course last May when Labour could 

have got the Brexit that you wanted, or much closer to it, when 

Theresa May offered you a deal on workers’ rights and 

environmental protections and the Labour Party walked away from 

that deal. Looking back now, you know, you could have got a 

much more, as it were, ‘Laboury’ Brexit if you’d wanted it, and you 

might have kept Theresa May in power and we may not have seen 

Boris John son in Number 10. 

JM: Couldn’t pin them down, Andrew. We just couldn’t pin them 

down. And literally I was six weeks in those negotiations – you 

interviewed me during the period – they were falling out amongst 

themselves. Their Cabinet were arguing amongst themselves in 

front of us. We just couldn’t get the deal sewn up. 

 

AM: Do you really regret, however, not doing a little bit more to 

try and get that deal done? Because looking back at it now the 

entire history of the country would have been different had you 

done it. 

JM: I tried everything I could. I was meeting Philip Hammond 

separately. I was having discussions right the way across the 

piece. I think our negotiating team did everything we possibly 

could, we just couldn’t pin them down. They were falling out 

amongst themselves, they couldn’t deliver their own party in 

parliament either. 

 

AM: Alright. Let’s go even further back in history and think about 

Tony Benn and all of that. Because he would have been delighted 

by the result of – not the election result, but the referendum 

result. And he thought there were great opportunities for socialism 

outside the EU. That being in the EU – what he used to call a 

bankers’ ramp – wouldn’t allow. Do you think there are 

opportunities for the left after Brexit? 
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JM: I think – two points: I think the European Union changed from 

the early days when Tony was opposed to it. I think we had a 

great more flexibility than originally, certainly in terms of 

interventions in the economy. And I actually think the direction of 

travel of the European Union on economic matters was 

challenging neo-liberalism. So I think he most probably would 

have been in the same position as myself and others. With regard 

to the opportunity of the left, I think there’s the opportunity that 

the Labour Party now could be the party that arguing for Bringing 

the country back together, and it will be on that point about 

respecting that we’re leaving the European Union but making sure 

that we get the best deal possible on all of those issues that 

people are concerned about at the moment. Employment, the 

economy overall, consumer protection, environmental protection 

and the climate change threat that we have. 

 

AM: But thinking of things like, for instance, state aid rules, does 

leaving the EU not give a future Labour government, if there ever 

is one, the opportunity to renationalise in ways that wouldn’t have 

been possible inside the EU? 

JM: Possibly, but I never really felt though there was the 

restrictions within the EU, because every proposal on public 

ownership that we put forward we took our own legal advice and 

didn’t see that there was restrictions within the EU that would 

prevent us implementing our manifesto. There might be some 

additional flexibility, particularly about speed of implementation, 

but not anything radical changed. 

 

AM: So in a sense we might be going back to politics, as it were, 

in the old days, in the ‘70s and so forth, where you’ve got a left-

wing party and a more right-wing party competing over a national 

agenda, not hemmed in by anybody else? 

JM: It’s interesting. I’ve been organising a series of workshops and 

seminars talking about the long term. And it’s interesting, when 

you look at all the statistics Brexit did dominate the election. If 
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you get the Brexit issue resolved in some form, and we’ve got to 

resolve what we believe protects jobs and the economy, all those 

other issues then come to the fore, like the NHS, like public 

services, like the inequality in our society. 

 

AM: I’ve been talking to Donald Tusk about this negotiation 

process and we’ll see that interview in a moment. But in the 

course of that he was very clear that he wanted a warm welcome 

from the EU if an independent Scotland left the UK and tried to 

join again and you’ve said the Scots have the right to make their 

own decisions and there’s now a majority for independence. So 

let’s hear what you think about that trajectory.  

JM: I desperately don’t want them to. I want a United Kingdom. I 

will always argue for that United Kingdom and I’m hoping they 

don’t go along that path. But I just say to Boris Johnson and his 

colleagues, do not do things that will threaten the unity of our 

country. And the language that we’ve heard, even in the last 24 

hours, is divisive rather than holding the country together. And if 

he can’t secure a good deal, it will again encourage others 

therefore in Scotland to go their own way. And I think it will be 

completely counterproductive for the Scottish people. 

 

AM: And yet, back in the summer you said it was up to them to 

make their own decision. 

JM: I believe in democracy. I believe if there’s a majority and 

they’ve got to demonstrate that majority in elections throughout 

their own parliament as well, it’s very difficult for a UK parliament 

then to reject that. However, I’ll be always be arguing for unity 

and I’ll be arguing against the need for a referendum. For 

goodness sake, in Scotland huge social problems that they’ve got 

because of austerity over the last ten years, which the SNP has 

implemented by the way, it’s not just the Tories, they should be 

concentrating on those issues rather than this referendum issue.   
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M: Let’s turn to the Labour Leadership, interminable or not. Now I 

think it’s the worst kept secret in British politics that you are a fan 

of Rebecca Long Bailey. You talk about her a lot. And yet recently 

you’ve gone a bit quiet. Is that because you fear that the charge 

of being the continuity McDonnell, Corbyn candidate is actually 

damaging her? 

JM: No. I’m trying to ease myself into the role of elder statesman, 

but it’s quite difficult and I’m trying not to interfere in the 

leadership debate. I’ve made it clear I support Becky and Richard 

Burgon. They’re my – they’re the nature of my politics and Becky 

was my number 2 if you remember in the Treasury team for quite 

a while. She’s brilliant and I think she’s that voice that we need. 

That northern voice, a woman’s voice as well that we need. 

However, look at all the candidates. They’re terrific. What a 

fantastic new generation that’s coming forward. Any one of them 

will be a superb prime minister. 

 

AM: Let me ask you about the Deputy contest. What does Richard 

Burgon have that Angela Rayner doesn’t? Angela Rayner, one of 

the most charismatic and forceful politicians in the party. And yet 

you’re not backing her. Why not? 

JM: No, I’ve praised her to the hilt. You know I’ve said she can –  

AM; yeah but why are you not backing her? 

JM: No because Richard Burgon’s politics are more like mine and 

has solidly supported my politics and Jeremy nominated him all 

the way through, which Angela didn’t. But both of them will make 

fantastic – I’m hoping as well by the way that Dawn Butler gets on 

the ballot paper too. I think it would be really good to have 

Dawn’s voice there, a black woman representing  a section of the  

party as well.   Let’s give the members a choice.   

 

AM: It does sound a little bit – what would you say to people who 

says this sounds a little bit as if it is more important for the left to 

keep control of the party than to get the very best people who can 

get you back into power in due course. 
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JM: Well no.  I think actually the people who advocate my sort of 

policies there are the ones that can win an election just as many 

others could. And I think what we’ve got to do in now is in this 

leadership – do exactly what they’re doing, have what we describe 

as a comradely debate about the issues and the policies, that’s 

what’s happening. I think whichever leader we choose from this 

panel of leader candidates that we’ve got at the moment are 

capable of taking us into government, are really good advocates 

for our policies. 

 

AM: There are quite a lot of people watching this programme who 

would like you to stay on in some senior role in the Labour Party. 

Do you rule it out completely? 

JM: Yes, it is. Look. As I say I’m easing myself into this role of 

elder statesman where I will comment on policy and I’ll look to the 

longer term direction of the party and also actually be looking for 

of an international role, working with our European colleagues as 

well, as well as hopefully a Sanders administration elected in the 

US, but no I won’t be holding office, I’ll go back to the back 

benches and that will free me up to perform that role. 

 

Ends  


