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The Right Hon. Scottish Ministers

Dear Sirs,

The Great Socialist People's. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya wishes to refer to

the treaty on the transfer of prisoners signed with the United Kingdom on

the 17th November 2008, and came into force upon the exchange of

instruments of ratification on the 29th April 2009, and has the honour to

request, in accordance with the provisions of this treaty, the transfer of

the prisoner Abdel Basit Ali Mohammed AI-Megrahi, from his present

place of detention, to an appropriate place of detention in the Great

Jamahiriya, after he has spent more than ten years in prison away from

his country and his family.

In addition to that, this request is supported by the following reasons:

1- The Humanitarian factor: The medical evidence (attached below)

establishes that the condition of the prisoner in question is now

terminal.

2- Article (10) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights stipulates: (that all persons deprived of their liberty shall be

treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the

human person). The United Kingdom and the Great Jamahiriya are

both parties to the covenant. The United Kingdom has already
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applied this Covenant and decided to transfer some prisoners to their

home countries on medical grounds.

3- The prisoner in question has consistently declared his innocence. But

despite that he has submitted a written undertaking to the Libyan

side stating that he is willing to abandon his appeal if the other party

approved his transfer to his home country to spend the remaining of

his prison sentence there - this is the result of his knowledge that, in

the light of the medical facts, he would not live to witness the

conclusion of his appeal and thus he would not benefit from the

appeal process,

Whilst emphasizing its respect to the conditions stipulated in Article (2)

of the said treaty on the transfer of prisoners, including that the sentence

passed against the prisoner shall be final, the Great Jamahiriya does not

object to connecting the acceptance of this request with the condition that

the prisoner must withdraw the appeal he made against his conviction.

Taking into account the element of urgency due to the deteriorating

medical condition of the prisoner and in order to avoid the negative

impact that his death in a British prison would have on relations between

the Great Jamahiriya and the United Kingdom, we are looking forward to

receiving a positive reply to this request as soon as possible.

Pursuant to paragraph (3) of Article (4) of the treaty on the transfer of

prisoners, please find enclosed herewith on official certificate stating that
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the prisoner is a citizen of Libya together with a text copy of the relevant

provisions in the Libyan Criminal Law which stipulate that the acts on

which his sentence was based constitute a criminal offence in Libya,

together with the provisions of the Criminal Law and the Prisons Law

which relate to the legal nature of life imprisonment sentence.

We also enclose copies of medical reports about his condition.

M~bditi A~di

Secretary of European Affairs

General People's Committee for
Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation
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