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AM: This week as I said sees a hugely important NATO Summit in 

London with President Donald Trump and others coming to 

discuss the alliance in an atmosphere of near crisis. To recap, 

France’s President Macron recently called NATO, ‘brain dead’ and 

Turkey’s accused France of sponsoring terrorism. What is the 

future for this nuclear club? I spoke to the Secretary General of 

NATO, Jens Stoltenberg, I should say shortly before the London 

Bridge attack and I began by asking him if he’s convinced 

President Macron that NATO wasn’t brain dead.  

JS: NATO is strong and NATO is agile and NATO is very active and 

that was also my message to President Macron. He would like to 

see more political dialogue in NATO and that’s exactly what we 

have in NATO. That’s the only place where North America and 

Europe meet on a daily basis to discuss, to consult but also to take 

decisions and to implement actions together which are of great 

importance for our security for the whole alliance. 

 

AM: But President Macron’s complained that NATO spends far too 

much time talking about burden sharing and money and Trump’s 

America. He says NATO doesn’t spend enough timing talking 

about exactly what it’s for. 

JS: Well we need to be focused on both. On both to the political 

issues but also of course NATO’s military alliance. NATO is a 

political and military alliance. Second, NATO is the place where we 

actually every day discuss and focus on political issues.  Normally 

we agree but sometimes we disagree as for instance you have 

seen related to the situation in North East Syria, but the good 

thing is that despite these differences we have over the last years 

implemented the largest reinforcement of our collective defence, 
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since the end of the Cold War. So NATO is changing while as the 

world is changing. 

 

AM: Turning to what’s going on in Eastern Syria, Turkey is 

accusing France of sponsoring terrorism. France says that Turkey 

isn’t fit to be a member of NATO anymore, the Turks are buying 

Russian missiles systems. Now given Turkey’s determination to 

block NATO in the Baltic region and in east Europe, is it really any 

longer a proper member of the alliance? 

JS: Turkey is an important member of NATO and I say that 

knowing that many allies have criticised Turkey for their military 

operation into North East Syria, because allies also see the 

importance of Turkey. Turkey has been extremely important in the 

fight against Isis. Not so many months ago Isis controlled a 

territory as big as the United Kingdom, millions of people in Syria 

and Iraq. All that territory is now liberated because of actions by 

NATO allies and the global coalition to defeat Isis. Turkey has 

been an important part of that. We have used infrastructure bases 

in Turkey to  make the huge achievements, progress in the fight 

against Isis. So yes, there are differences, especially when it 

comes to the situation in North East Syria but  we stand united in 

the fight against Isis. 

 

AM: But Turkey clearly thinks it can be a close ally of Russia and 

part of NATO at the same time. Do you think NATO’s tendency to 

see Russia as the big existential threat is as President Macron 

suggests, now of out date? 

JS: We don’t see any imminent military threat from Russia against 

any NATO allied country but we see a more assertive Russia. A 

Russia which has invested heavily in new modern equipment 

capabilities, including more nuclear weapons and a Russia which 

has used military force against neighbours. In Georgia in 2008 and 

Ukraine in 2014. And of course we have to make sure that there is 

no misunderstanding, no reason whatsoever to believe that we will 

accept anything like that happen against a NATO allied country. 
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And that’s the reason why we now for the first time in our history 

have combat ready troops in the eastern part of the alliance. In 

Poland, in the Baltic countries and one of these troops are led by 

the United Kingdom in Estonia and did send a very strong 

message that they warn allies attack it will trigger a response from 

the whole alliance and by doing that  we prevent an attack. We 

pursue the peace based on one for all, all for one. 

 

AM: There are big rows about who funds NATO. You  went to see 

President Trump and he warned you that America wants to cut it’s 

contribution to NATO’s own budget. You must have been very 

disappointed by that. 

JS: Well, we have adjusted and changed the cost shares for the 

NATO budgets many many times. We have now agreed a new 

cost share formula which gives us predictable and stable financing 

for the next five years. The US will pay less. European allies will 

pay more and this reflects the willingness from European allies 

and Canada to improve burden sharing within the alliance and by 

doing this also for the NATO budget, this is one step in the right 

direction. 

 

AM: But when it comes to NATO’s military budget, Donald Trump 

does have a point, doesn’t he? A wealthy European country like 

Germany for instance doesn’t expect to pay its fair share for 

another ten years. Is that really acceptable? 

JS: President Trump has a point as the UK has a point stating 

clearly that those allies were spending less than 2% should invest 

more in defence. The good news is that’s exactly what European 

allies are doing and they do that not to please President Trump,  

but they do that  because it is in their own security interests to 

invest more because we live in a more unpredictable, more 

uncertain world with more terrorism, more assertive Russia and a 

shifting global balance of power with us over China. That’s the 

reason why we are investing more in defence. Germany is 

stepping up. I’ve seen a significant increase in German defence 
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spending over the last years and now Germany is the third largest 

defence spend, it has the third largest defence budget in NATO 

after the United States and United Kingdom. 

 

AM: Now many people here in Britain look at our nuclear 

submarine fleet and they think it’s out of date. Nuclear subs made 

sense in the Cold War but not anymore and lots of people think 

it’s time to get rid of them entirely. 

JS: NATO’s goal is a world without nuclear weapons, but we have 

to arrive there or come there through verifiable balanced nuclear 

arms control, nuclear disarmament.  The world will not be safer if 

NATO got rid of all of its nuclear weapons while countries like 

Russia, China, North Korea and other countries maintain their 

nuclear weapons. So yes, we would like to see a world without 

nuclear weapons but as long as there are nuclear weapons NATO 

will remain a nuclear alliance. They will work for a nuclear arms 

control and that’s the reason why we so much regret that Russia 

has violated the INF Treaty which banned all intermediate range 

missiles in Europe and deployed missiles capable of reaching 

European cities within minutes with nuclear weapons. 

 

AM; The Scottish government’s determination to get rid of nuclear 

weapons completely. If Britain decided to eradicate its nuclear 

arsenal would we still be a valued member of NATO? 

JS: Britain is a highly valued member of NATO for many reasons. 

You spend more than 2% on defence, you provide a lot of 

valuable capabilities, high end capabilities and you have shown 

again and again that you are willing to deploy when needed.  Part 

of the UK contribution to NATO is of course the UK nuclear 

weapons, the nuclear deterrent which contributes to the overall 

nuclear deterrent of NATO and that’s something which is 

important for NATO. 
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AM: There’s been a lot of talk of NATO setting up a council of wise 

people to advise it. What  exactly would its purpose be and who’ll 

be on it? 

JS: Well, no decision has been taken so therefore I’m not able to 

tell you who are the wise people or persons. But what I can say is 

that all allies agree that we should further strengthen NATO’s 

political dimension, NATO is a military and political alliance. We 

need to address issues like arms control, a political dialogue with 

Russia, work with partners Jordan, Tunisia and many other 

partners so how can we further strength this political dialogue is 

something we are ready to look into. Exactly how we do that, 

whether we have a group of prominent or wise persons giving us 

advice or whether we just do it without them, that’s not the main 

issue now. The main issue is to find out how can we strengthen 

NATO and what kind of tools we use to achieve that is still 

discussed. 

 

AM: There’s been speculation here that two of our former Prime 

Ministers, Tony Blair and David Cameron might be invited to head 

up this council. Would they be welcome candidates to take on the 

role? 

JS: I know them both. They’re both excellent people. I worked 

with them both when I was Prime Minister in Norway, then they 

were my colleagues, but since we are not decided to establish a 

group I think it’s a bit early to try to start to appoint members of 

the group. 

 

Ends  


