
1 
ANDREW MARR SHOW, CLEMENT BEAUNE, FRENCH EUROPEAN MINISTER  

 

ANDREW MARR SHOW, 1ST NOVEMBER, 2020 

 

CLEMENT BEAUNE 

French European Minister 

 

(Please check against delivery (uncorrected copies))  

 

AM: The Brexit talks to try to find enough common ground for a 

future trade deal are fast running out of time.   This morning to I 

spoke to the French Europe Minister and key Emmanuel Macron 

ally, Clement Beaune about Brexit, Coronavirus but first the latest 

attack on French soil. Yesterday a priest was shot outside his 

church in Lyons. This is just days after three people were killed in 

Nice. I asked Minister Beaune was this another terrorist incident.  

CB: We don’t know yet so I have to be cautious because it’s not 

up to me to qualify this attack. What we do know is that France 

has been under attack as in these last days in different symbolic 

places. A church in Nice, a few days ago, three people died and 

this was clearly a terrorist attack and as you know we had a few 

days before a teacher who was murdered in a terrorist attack as 

well on behalf of the fact he was defending  freedom of speech 

and the freedom to caricature and to talk about religion in a 

critical manner. So I think this is of course an atmosphere which is 

tense in France and we do know that all this is also happening in a 

kind of ideological fight which we have to be very firm on and to 

preserve this freedom of speech and our values basically,  

 

AM: Do you think you’re getting the solidarity from your  natural 

friends around the world that you would expect? Let me read you 

what President Trudeau of Canada has said. He says: “We’ll 

always defend freedom of expression but freedom of expression, 

he says, is not without limits. We owe it to ourselves to act with 

respect for others and no to seek arbitrarily or unnecessarily to 

injure those with whom we are sharing a society and a planet.” 

That seems like a coded criticism of the French position. 
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CB: In all countries, including in France, you have freedom with 

some boundaries or some limits because for instance if freedom is 

about creating hatred or an incentive to hatred, as we call it in our 

laws, of course you can be sanctioned.  If freedom of speech is 

about promoting terrorism for instance of course you have no 

freedom to do so. If it’s about saying that in the way people are 

doing cartoons, are writing about religions and so on they should 

be limited by a kind of balance, decency and so on,  I think it’s not 

the case. It should not be the case in our system, in our model, 

it’s not the case. I can understand that there are different models 

regarding religious freedom and so on in closed countries like 

Canada which is different from France in this respect. But I cannot 

let’s say that France would be by this law, by this freedom of 

expression, through it’s  (French) against some religion, against 

the Moslem religion in particular. It’s not true.  

 

AM: But you know there’s been protests in Libya, Syria, Gaza, 

Kuwait, Jordan, Qatar as well and the Prime Minister of Pakistan, 

Imran Khan said recently that he attacked President Macron for 

choosing to encourage Islamaphobia, he says by attacking Islam 

rather than the terrorist who carry out violence, be it Moslems, 

white supremacists or Nazis. By attacking Islam clearly without 

having any understanding of it President Macron has attacked and 

hurt the millions of Moslems across the world.” That is quite a 

common view in the Moslem world and France is going to have to 

do something about it, surely? 

CB: We should certainly explain, but we should not apologise and 

again I think some countries and politicians are using this 

confusion to create tensions and hatreds, their term.   It’s clear 

that we are not ... through our model of freedom of speech and so 

on, we are not against any religion. So I’m ready, we are ready to 

explain it again to demonstrate it, and to be frank when you look 

at some of the countries which are saying that France would be 

anti Islam or whatever, I think freedom of speech and freedom of 

religion itself is much stronger in our country than in other 
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countries. That said again we have to explain. Certainly not to 

apologise. Certainly not to apologise about our model which I 

think is extremely protective of these freedoms. 

 

AM: Can I ask you about another area where we are working in 

parallel, working very close, which is Coronavirus. I am sure that 

all across France, like all across Britain, people are asking one 

thing above all which is how do we get out of this? What happens 

at the end of these restrictions. Do you have a long term plan or 

are we all just waiting desperately hoping  for a vaccine?  

CB: Of course that a vaccine would be the most useful tool to stop 

all this, but we cannot know and it would not be honest to say 

that the vaccine will be this hour or this day. We don’t know. We 

expect it from the scientific information we get, probably quite 

early next year but we cannot even be sure, so in the meantime 

we have to take strict measures when necessary and in the short 

run we want to preserve as much as we can the holiday at the 

end of the year, and Christmas of course, I think it’s the objective 

in all our countries so that families get  united again. And then we 

will have to go through a phase of probably softer measures 

beginning of next year. We’ll have to adapt according to the new 

situation, but it will not be normal life again after Christmas for 

sure. 

 

AM: Let me not talk about a not exit but Brexit. Because we were 

told in this country just a  couple of weeks ago by Boris Johnson’s 

spokesman, he said, “the talks are over.” And yet they’re not over, 

they’re carrying on. Can you explain what’s happening?  

CB: Well I can tell you about what you had in mind or what your 

Prime Minister had in mind then.   What we can see all of us is 

that the negotiations are going on which is good.  I think an 

agreement is possible. It’s fisheries, as you know, it’s level playing 

field as you know. In this framework, which again has been 

published, has been explained over months now,  we have a few 
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more days to find a solution. I hope we can reach it in the coming 

days or two weeks let’s say.   

 

AM: Well you mentioned fisheries there. Now for both of our 

countries fishing  may employ lots of people in very small 

communities around the coast, but in terms of the size, it’s 

importance to the economy it’s very, very small. 0.02% in Britain 

and something similar in France.   Are you really prepared to crash 

these talks just for  the sake of fishing? 

CB: Well I’m happy Mr Marr you are underlining the fact that it’s 

equally important for both of us. France and the UK, the EU and 

the UK, so it’s not a matter of being important for the UK and not 

important for France and other European countries.  It is in our  

mandate, it is vitally important for France.   Of course it would be 

different after January 1st for all of us in all economic sectors and 

Brexit will be bad news anyway, I’m convinced, that’s it, but you 

cannot ask to us to address to this choice on UK fisheries. So let’s 

try to find a solution which respects both interests. I think it’s 

possible but we have a few days to reach it. 

 

AM: But if there isn’t an agreement then of course  the British 

territorial waters will be very very much excluded or French 

fishermen or many French fishermen for a lot of the time anyway, 

so things don’t get better for French fishermen if there is no 

agreement. In fact things get worse. So surely this is a subject on 

which both sides, but including France and including the EU have 

to give some ground.  

CB: Yes of course but you cannot isolate one sector. We do know 

that if there is no deal there will be no access legally to the British 

waters for our fishermen. We do know this. That’s also why we 

would like a deal. But you also have to look at the big picture. If 

there is no deal there is no access to the EU market for the UK 

which I think if not in the  UK’s interests. So let’s be balanced, let’s 

be clear, not play tactics or games, we have common interests in 
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striking a deal. It’s in the EU and UK interest and more in the UK 

interests I’m afraid to strike a deal.   

 

AM: Hearing what they’re saying in London from the British side 

where sovereignty is all important and freedom to set their own 

rules afterwards, it seems to a lot of people as if a deal cannot 

possibly be reached. Yet you say that you’re optimistic. Explain 

your optimism.  

CB:  Yes, because I think this is well known. This argument of 

sovereignty, I do respect it. Again I would not have voted for 

Brexit personally if I were a British citizen but this does not 

matter, the British people have decided  to go out of the EU. Fine. 

So this is about sovereignty,  certainly, but when you try to find an 

agreement, trade agreement and beyond this is about combining 

two sovereignties.  Both equally important. Both have to be 

respected. If  you want access to one economic market you have 

to respect the rules of this market, both ways. So I think this is 

well known. Our negotiators are working on it.  I’m cautiously 

optimistic, but still optimistic that we can do it finding this balance 

between all the priorities and elements, parameters I was 

mentioning. So again, Michel Barnier, David Frost are working on 

it at the moment. They have a few more days, let’s do our utmost 

to reach this. 

 

AM: You say a few more days but the EU set the UK a deadline of 

the end of the month to change its mind over the Internal Market 

Bill and remove the threat to break international law.   Now that’s 

just passed yesterday. So have you heard anymore from the 

British government about that? And if not are you going to go 

ahead with legal action against the British government? 

CB: Well this is a possibility because as you know the Withdrawal 

Agreement has been ratified by both sides. It’s now international 

law. We have started legal action already a few weeks ago. We 

are expecting now a response by the UK government. If  it doesn’t 

come we could go further. We are worried about this breach but 
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let’s hope that again in the next few days the UK will give signs of 

respecting very clearly and entirely the Withdrawal Agreement 

that was concluded by both sides.  

AM: Thanks very much for getting up on a rather grey morning in 

Paris and talking to use. Much appreciated.  

 

Ends  


